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1784 

PROCEEDINGS OF THE CINCINNATI, 

BT THEIR DELEOATB8 

In General Meeting Convened at Philadelphia, 

THE 

Fourth Day of May, Anno Domini 1784; 
being their first general meeting. 



General Washington, acting as president. 
General Knox, acting as secretary. 

On motion, 

Eesolved, That a committee of three be appointed to receive and 
examine the credentials of the delegates to this meeting and report. 

The members chosen were, Mr. Ramsay, Mr. Dearborn and Mr. Turner. 

The meeting adjourned till to-morrow, nine o^clock. 



Wednesday, May 5th. 

Met according to adjournment. 

The committee appointed to receive and inspect the credentials of the 
delegates, reported that upon strict examination of the different testi- 
monials produced, they find that the following gentlemen appear to have 
have been duly elected as representatives for their respective State 
Societies, viz. : — 



For New Hampshire : 

Mr. Dearborn. 
Massachusetts : 

Mr. Knox, 
Mr. Putnam, 
Mr. Hull, 
Mr. Cobb, 
Mr. Sargent. 



For Connecticut : 



Mr. Parsons, 
Mr. Huntington, 
Mr. Swift, 
Mr. Trumbull, 
Mr. Humphreys. 
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For New York: 




For Virginia : 






Mr. Cortlandt, 
Mr. Smith, 
Mr. Fairlie. 




Mr. Weedon, 
Mr. Wood, 
Mr. Heth, 


New Jersey : 




Mr. Hopkins, 




Mr. E. Dayton, 




Mr. H. Lee. 




Mr. Brearley, 






Mr. Gumming, 
Mr. Ogden, 
Mr. J. Dayton. 

Pennsylvania: 

Mr. Dickinson, 


North Carolina: 

Mr. Lytle, 
Mr. Blount, 
Mr. McRea. 




Mr. Moylan, 
Mr. Robinson, 


South Carolina : 




Mr. Bower, 




Mr. White, 




Mr. Claypoole. 




Mr. Washington, 


Delaware : 


Mr. Moore, 
Mr. Tilton. 


• 


Mr. Morris, 
Mr. Turner. 


Maryland : 




Georgia : 






Mr. Smallwood, 




Mr. Eustace, 




Mr. Williams, 


« 


Mr. Cuthbert. 




Mr. Paca, 




Mr. Lucas, 




Mr. Ramsay. j 




Mr. Field. 



Resolved^ unanimously. That the manner of voting be by the represen- 
tation of each State Society. 

General Washington having moved that a resolution of the Society, 
dated at the cantonment of the American army, June 1 9th, 1783, requesting 
the commander-in-chief to officiate as president-general until the next 
general meeting of the Society, might be read ; and the same being read 
accordingly, he laid the original institution of the Society on the table, 
with the official letters which he had written and received in consequence 
thereof, and retired. 

General Knox, acting as secretary-general, by virtue of the same 
appointments, also requested leave to retire. 

Whereupon, the meeting went into a committee, and General Small- 
wood took the chair, and on motion. 

Resolved^ That the election of officers of the General Society be for 
the present postponed. 

It was then unanimously 

Resolved, That General Washington be requested to preside at this 
general meeting until the whole business of the meeting be duly 
completed. 
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Mr. Williams, Mr. B. Dayton, Mr. Ramsay and Mr. Turner were 
appointed to wait upon General Washington, and to inform him of the 
request of this meeting. 

General Washington accepted, and took the chair. 

Mr. Turner was chosen secretary pro tern. 

Two letters were produced by the late secretary-general, and read ; 
one a circular letter from the Delaware State Society of the Cincinnati, 
dated the 6th November, 1783; the other a letter from the Reverend 
Adam Boyd, of North Carolina, dated the 29th December, 1783. 

Resolved, That the meeting go into a committee of the whole to take 
into consideration the institution of the Society. 

Mr. Ramsay in the chair. 

The president having resumed the chair, the chairman of the committee 
of the whole reported, ^^that they had made some progress, but, not 
having finished the business, begged leave to sit again." 

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, nine o'clock. 



Thursday, May 6th. 

Met according to adjournment. 

Read a letter from the Chevalier de Lameth, of the 6th of January, 
1784, and one from the Couut de Lilancour, of the 20th February, 1784, 
addressed to the Society. 

Mr. Trumbull, a delegate from the State Society of Connecticut, 
attended and took his seat. 

Mr. Heth, a delegate from the State Society of Virginia, attended and 
took his seat. 

The meeting having gone into a committee of the whole, the committee 
reported, ^' that having gone into a full consideration of the institution, 
they are unanimously of opinion that sundry matters and things therein 
contained ought to be corrected." 

On motion. 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to reconsider, revise, alter 
and amend the general system of the Society of the Cincinnati, and to 
form a correct institution or code of principles and obligations, by which 
all the members of this Society of Friends are to be united and governed 
in future, and to report their progress in that business daily. 

Resolved, That the committee consist of one member from each State 
Society present, and that the same be elected by ballot. 

The following members were duly elected, viz. : — 

For New Hampshire : Mr. Dearborn. 
Massachusetts: Mr. Knox. 
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For New York : Mr. Smith. 

New Jersey : Mr. Brearley. 

Pennsylvania: Mr. Dickinson. 

Delaware : Mr. Tilton. 

Maryland : Mr. Smallwood. 

Virginia : Mr. Weedon. 

South Carolina : Mr. Washington. 

Georgia : Mr. Cuthbert. 

The votes for a member from Connecticut being equally divided 
between Mr. Humphreys and Mr. Trumbull, the ballots were taken for 
electing one of these gentlemen, and Mr. Humph rej's was thereupon 
chosen. 

Resolved, That the following papers be laid before the committee of 
revision for their information, viz. : — 

A circular letter, dated October 30th, IT 83, from the president-general to 
the Sieur Girard, Count d'Estaing, Count de Barras, Count de Grasse, 
and the Chevalier des Touches, enclosing copies of the institution of the 
Cincinnati. 

A letter of the same date, from the same to the Count de Rochambeau, 
enclosing a copy of the institution. 

A letter from the same to the Marquis de la Fayette. 

Copy of a certificate given by the same to Major 1 'Enfant, a member 
of the Cincinnati, dated November Ist, 1783. 

A letter in French, from Major I'Enfant to the president-general, 
dated the 25th of December, 1783, with a translation annexed. 

A letter of the same date from the Marquis de la Fayette to the same, 
with enclosures. 

A letter of the 19th of January, 1784, from the Count de Rochambeau 
to the same, with enclosures. 

A letter of the 20th of April, 1784, from Major PEnfant to the same, 
together with sundry other letters and papers. 

Ordered, That Mr. Moylan and Mr. Williams take all the papers now 
on the table, arrange them, and cause such of them as are in French to 
be translated. 

The meeting adjourned till to-morrow morning at twelve o'clock. 



Friday, May 7th. 

Met according to adjournment, when Mr. Henry Lee, one of the del- 
egates from Virginia, and Mr. Reading Blount, one of the delegates 
from North Carolina, attended, produced their respective credentials and 
took their seats in consequence. 
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On motion Mr. Blount was added to the committee of revision. 

The committee for arranging papers report " that they have assorted 
and labeled all the papers written in English; that they have also assorted 
the letters, memorials and credentials written or introduced by the Mar- 
quis de la Fayette, and have translated such of them as are in French, 
all which are now offered. They further report that the remainder of 
the papers before them are principally from the Count d'Estaing and 
Count de Rochambeau and other French officers of distinction, and being 
written in French the committee beg further time to translate them." 

The report being accepted, the meeting proceeded to the examination 
of the papers and letters assorted and labeled by the said committee, 
and the ^ame being read were filed. 

The committee of revision reported that they had made some progress 
in the business before them, and begged further time to accomplish it. 

JResolvedj That the president-general of the meeting of the Cincinnati 
for the time being shall ever be considered ex-officio a member of all 
committees, and have a right to debate and vote therein whenever he 
may think proper to attend. 

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, twelve o'clock. 



Saturday, May 8th. 

Met according to adjournment, and read the following papers lying on 
the table, viz.: — 

A bundle indorsed " Georgia Papers," containing a letter dated the 
20th of April, 1184, from Major General Mcintosh, president of the 
Georgia State Society, to the president-general. 

A bundle indorsed " North Carolina Papers," containing a letter dated 
28th of October, 1183, from Adam Boyd, secretary of the State Society 
there, to Major General Baron de Steuben, inclosing a copy of President 
Sumner's letter to the same. 

A bundle indorsed "Papers particularly relating to the General 
Meeting, Proceedings and Reports of Committees," containing a letter 
dated the 23d February, 1784, from Brigadier General Huntington to 
the president-general. 

A letter d^ted the 29th of January, 1184, from Major General St. Clair 
to the same. 

A letter of same date, from Brigadier General Dayton to the same. 

A letter of the 10th of February, 1184, from Major General Smallwood 
to the same. 

A letter of the 16th of February, 1184, from Major General Greene to 
the same. 
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A letter of the 2d of March, 1784, from Major General Lincoln to the 
same. 

A letter of the I2th of March, 1784, from Major General Sullivan to 
the same. 

A report of the committee of the whole " That the Institution be cor- 
rected and amended/' dated the 6th instant. 

A bundle indorsed " Copy of Certificates, &c.," containing a form of 
certificate for members of the Cincinnati. 

A copy of a certificate given to Captain de Pontiere as a member of 
the Cincinnati, dated the 22d of July, 1783. 

A letter from Captain de Pontiere, of the same date, to the secretary- 
general of the Society. 

A certificate, dated 16th of October, 1783, given by the president- 
general to Major PEnfant. 

A form of certificate given to Colonel Gouvion, 19th of October, 1783, 
with a N. B. that similar certificates were given to certain other mem- 
bers. 

A copy of a certificate given to Major Segond and Captain Beaulieu, 
1st December, 1783. 

A bundle indorsed " South Carolina Papers," containing (among other 
things) a letter from General Moultrie to the president-general, 6th 
April, 1784. 

The committee of revision having reconsidered, revised, altered and 
amended the General Institution of the Cincinnati, delivered in the same, 
which was read and ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. Turner having moved that a secretary be appointed to succeed 
him, the ballots being taken, Mr. Trumbull was elected. 

The committee for arranging the papers laid on the table — those from 
the Chevalier de la Luzerne, the Counts d'Estaing, de Rochambeau and 
de Barras, and others, with translations thereof, and also sundry letters, 
petitions and memorials — then withdrew, by permission, to complete the 
business. 

JResolved, That this meeting will on Monday next resolve itself into a 
committee of the whole to take into consideration the report of the 
committee of revision. 

Adjourned to meet accordingly at nine o'clock in the morning. 



, Monday, May 10th. 

Met agreeably to adjournment. 

Mr. McRea, a delegate from North Carolina, attended, produced his 
credentials and took his seat. 
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On motion that the resolution last entered on the journals of Saturday 
be expunged, the question passed in the negative. 

The order of the day was then called for, and the general meeting went 
accordingly into a committee of the whole. Mr. Smallwood in the chair. 

. The committee of the whole having risen and reported their opinion, 
it was 

Resolved, That sundry paragraphs of the report of the committee of 
revision be committed. 

Besolved, That the committee of revision be excused from further 
attendance on that duty. 

Resolved, That a committee of five be appointed to take into con- 
sideration the several paragraphs in the report of the committee of 
revision ordered- to be committed, and that they report thereon. 

The ballots being taken, Mr. Dickinson, Mr. Williams, Mr. Lee, Mr. 
Smith and Mr. Knox were duly elected. 

A letter from Brigadier General Armand, dated the 10th May, 1784, 
was read and ordered to lie on the table until the report of the committee 
to whom the report of the committee of revision is committed shall be 
received. 

Received and read a letter from Major PEnfant, of the same date, 
and referred it to the committee for arranging papers. 

Adjourned till to-morrow, twelve o'clock. 



Tuesday, May 1 1th. 

Met according to adjournment. 

The committee for arranging papers produced several foreign letters 
and papers, with their translations, which were read in the order fol- 
lowing, viz. : — 

A letter from Mons. de Bougainville to General Washington, dated 
Paris, 24th December, 1783. 

A letter from the Count de Barras to General Washington, dated Paris, 
the 23d January, 1784, recommending the captains serving in his 
squadron to the notice of the Society. 

A letter from the Count de Rochambeau to General Washington, dated 
Paris, the 29th of January, 1784, with enclosures. 

A letter from the same to the same, dated Paris, the 13th February, 
1784, with enclosures respecting Colonel de Lilancour. 

A bundle of miscellaneous papers containing memorials and applica- 
tions from sundry officers, etc., referred to in the letters of the Count 
d'Estaing, Count de Rochambeau, Marquis de la Fayette, etc. 
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A letter from the Count de Roehambeau to General Washington, dated i 

Paris, 19th January, 1784, inclosing a copy of Marshal de S^gur^s letter to 
the Count, dated Versailles, 1 8th December, 1783. 

A translation of a letter from the Chevalier de la Luzerne to General 
Washington, relative to the letters of the Counts d'Estaing, de Grasse, 
etc., respecting the application of the French navy captains. 

A letter from the Viscount de la Bretonniere to General Washington, 
dated the 1st February, 1784. 

Sundry letters and memorials, enclosed in letters from the Count 
d'Estaing, dated 25th December, 1783. 

Observations of Count d^Estaing relative to petitions, etc., forwarded 
by him to the Societ}'. 

The committee of five on the several paragraphs of the report of the 
committee of revision which were committed, reported that they had 
made considerable progress in that business, hoped that they should be 
able to report fully to-morrow morning, and begged leave to sit again. 

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, ten o'clock. 



Wednesday, May 12 th. 

Met agreeably to adjournment. 

Mr. Samuel Ward, a delegate from Rhode Island, attended, produced 
his credentials and took his seat. 

The committee of five delivered in their final report, and on motion, 
that the meeting resolve itself into a committee of the whole to take the 
said report into consideration, the general meeting went into a committee 
of the whole accordingly (Mr. Weedon in the chair), and afterwards arose 
and reported : 

Besolved, That the further consideration of the report of the committee 
of five be postponed until to-morrow. 

Adjourned till nine o'clock to-morrow morning. 



Thursday, May 13th. 

Met according to adjournment. 

Proceeded on the order of the day, a question having arisen whether 
by a construction of the principles of the institution, such officers of the 
State troops as have served three years can be admitted as members. 

Resolved in the affirmative. 

The report of the committee of five on the amendment of the Institution 
of the Society was next taken up and debated paragraph by paragraph. 
Several alterations and amendments being made therein, the following 
was agreed to as the Institution by which the Cincinnati shall in future 
be governed, viz : 
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THE INSTITUTION OF THE SOCIETY OF THE CINCINNATI 
AS ALTERED AND AMENDED AT THEIR FIRST 

GENERAL MEETING. 

It having pleased the Supreme Governor of the Universe to give suc- 
cess to the arms of our country, and to establish the United States free 
and independent : Therefore, gratefully to commemorate this event ; to 
inculcate to the latest ap^es the duty of laying down in peace, arms 
assumed for public defence, by forming an Institution which recognizes 
that most important principle ; to continue the mutual friendships which 
commenced under the pressure of common danger ; and to effectuate the 
acts of beneficence, dictated by the spirit of brotherly kindness towards 
those officers and their families, who unfortunately may be under the 
necessity of receiving them ; the officers of the American Army do hereby 
constitute themselves into a Society of Friends: and possessing the 
highest veneration for the character of that illustrious Roman, Lugiub 
QuiNTUB CiNCiNNATUS, denominate themselves the SOCIETY OF THE 
CINCINNATI. 

Section 1. The persons who constitute this Society are all the com- 
missioned and brevet officers of the Army and Navy of the United States, 
who have served three years, and who left the service with reputation ; 
all officers who were in actual service at the conclusion of the war ; all 
the principal Staff Officers of the Continental Army ; and the officers who 
have been deranged by the several resolutions of Congress, upon the dif- 
ferent reforms of the army. 

Section 2. There are also admitted into this Society, the late and present 
Ministers of his Most Christian Majesty to the United States ; all the 
Generals and Colonels of regiments and legions of the land forces; all the 
Admirals and Captains of the Navy, ranking as Colonels, who have 
co-operated with the armies of the United States, in their exertions for 
liberty; and such other persons as have been admitted by the respective 
State meetings. 

Section 3. The Society shall have a President, Vice President, Secre- 
tary and Assistant Secretary. 

Section 4. There shall be a meeting of the Society, at least once in 
three years, on the first Monday in May, at such place as the President 
shall appoint. 

The said meeting shall consist of the aforesaid officers (whose expenses 
shall be equally borne by the State funds) and a representation from each 
State. 

The business of this general meeting shall be to regulate the distribu- 
tion of surplus funds, to appoint officers for the ensuing term, and to 
conform the by-laws of the State meetings to the general objects of the 
Institution. 
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Section 5. The Society shall be divided into State meetings; each 
meeting shall have a President, Vice President, Secretary and Treasurer, 
respectively, to be chosen by a majority of votes annually. 

Section 6. The State meetings shall be on the Anniversary of Independ- 
ence. They shall concert such measures as may conduce to the benevolent 
purposes of the Society, and the several State meetings shall, at suitable 
periods, make applications to their respective legislatures for grants of 
charters. 

Section T. Any member removing from one State to another, is to be 
considered in all respects as belonging to the meeting of the State in 
which he shall actually reside. 

Seotion 8. The State meeting shall judge of the qualification of its 
members, admonish, and (if necessary) expel any one who may conduct 
himself unworthily. 

Section 9. The Secretary of each State meeting shall register the 
names of the members resident in each State, and transmit a copy thereof 
to the Secretary of the Society. 

Section 10. In order to form funds for the relief of unfortunate 
members, their widows and orphans, each officer shall deliver to the 
Treasurer of the State meeting one month's pay. 

Section 11. No donations shall be received, but from citizens of the 
United States. 

Section 12. The funds of each State meeting shall be loaned to the 
State by permission of the legislature, and the interest only annually to 
be applied for the purposes of the Society, and if, in process of time, diffi- 
culties should occur in executing the intentions of the Society, the legis- 
latures of the several States shall be requested to make such equitable 
dispositions as may be most correspondent with the original design of the 
Institution. 

Section 13. The subjects of his Most Christian Majesty, members of 
this Society may hold meetings at their pleasure, and form regulations 
for their police conformably to the objects of the Institution and to the 
spirit of their government. 

Section 14. The Society shall have an order, which shall be a bald 
eagle of gold, bearing on its breast the emblems hereafter described, sus- 
pended by a deep blue ribbon edged with white, descriptive of the union 
of America and France. 

" The principal figure Cincinnatus, three Senators presenting him with 
a sword and other military ensigns. On a field in the back ground, his 
wife standing at the door of their cottage : near it a plough and other 
implements of husbandry. Round the whole, omnia reliquU servare 
rempublicam. On the reverse, sun rising, a city with open gates and 
vessels entering the port; Fame crowning Cincinnatus with a wreath 



16 

inscribed virttUis praemium. Below, hands joined, supporting a heart 
with the motto esto perpetua. Round the whole, Societas Cincinnatorum 
InsHtuia, A. D. IT83." 

Section 15. A silver medal representing the emblems to be given to 
each member of the Society, together with a diploma on parchment, 
whereon shall be impressed the figures of the order and medal as above 
mentioned. 

Resolvedj That the Institution, as amended and altered, be forwarded 
to each State meeting and to the meeting in France, and that it be accom- 
panied with a circular letter to each, explanatory of the reasons which 
produced the amendments and alterations, and recommending the same 
to their observance. 

Bestolved, That a committee of three be appointed to prepare the cir- 
cular letter, to whom also be referred the Institution as amended for 
critical and grammatical correction and engrossment. 

The members chosen were Messrs. Dickinson, Lee and Humphreys. 

Resolvedy That a committee of three be appointed to take up and ex- 
amine all the papers and letters addressed to this meeting and report 
thereon. 

The members chosen were Messrs. Williams, Smith and Knox. 

The meeting adjourned till to-morrow noon, twelve o'clock. 



Friday, May 14th. 

Met according to adjournment. 

The committee on the circular letter, etc., reported that they had 
made considerable progress in the business, and begged leave to sit 
again. 

Resolved^ That this general meeting will to-morrow proceed to the 
election of officers of the Society for the ensuing term. 

The committee on the letters and papers reported, '^ That the letters 
necessary to be acknowledged and answered are from the Chevalier de 
la Luzerne, Count d'Estaing, Count de Barras, Marquis de la Fayette, 
Count de Lilancour, Count de Rochambeau, Admiral de Bougainville, 
Baron Yiom^nil, and a late letter from Brigadier General Armand, Marquis 
de la Rouerie; that there are a number of memorials, petitions, and 
other papers, from foreign gentlemen, which ought to be referred to the 
Society in France ; that there are other papers which ought to remain in 
the hands of the secretary, for future reference, if necessary — all which 
are assorted." 

Mr. Smith, Mr. Williams and Mr. Knox were chosen as a committee to 
prepare and lay before the meeting drafts of letters in answer to those 
received from the several gentlemen above named. 
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On motion, the same committee were directed to receive from Major 
PEnfant his report of the execution of his commission to France, and 
report thereon. 

A committee of three were appointed to prepare and lay before the 
meeting the form of a diploma, to be given to each member along with 
the emblems. 

The members chosen were Mr. Dayton, Mr. Turner, and Mr. Fairlie. 

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, eleven o'clock. 



Saturday, May 15th. 

Met according to adjournment. 

The committee for preparing drafts of letters reported, and laid on the 
table the draft of a letter to the Baron Viom^nil, and another to Brigadier 
General Armand. They also reported that they had received and exam- 
ined Major PEnfant's account for his agency in France, and laid the 
same on the table. 

Resolved^ That the officers of his Most Christian Majesty's army and 
navy, who have served in America, and who were promoted to the rank 
of colonel, for special services, are comprehended in the Institution of 
the Cincinnati, as altered and amended. 

The committee on the circular letter, and for correcting and engrossing 
the institution, reported and laid on the table the draft of a circular 
letter, and also the institution as altered and amended, fairly engrossed 
and corrected. 

The draft of the circular letter being read, and fully considered, para- 
graph by paragraph, the same was unanimously approved, and is as 
follows, viz. : 

CIRCULAR. 

" To the State Society of the Cincinnati in ■: 

" Gentlemen : — We, the delegates of the Cincinnati, after the most 
mature and deliberate discussion of the principles and objects of our 
Society, have thought proper to recommend that the enclosed ' Institution 
of the Society of the Cincinnati, as altered and amended at their first 
meeting,' should be adopted by your State Society. 

*' In order that our conduct on this occasion may stand approved in the 
eyes of the world; that we may not incur the imputation of obstinacy on 
the one hand, or levity on the other, and that you may be induced more 
cheerfully to comply with our recommendation, we beg leave to communi- 
cate the reasons on which we have acted. 

" Previous to our la3ung them before you, we hold it a duty to ourselves 
and our fellow-citizens to declare (and we call Heaven to witness the 
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veracity of our declaration), that in our whole agency on this subject we 
have been actuated by the purest principles. 

" Notwithstanding we are thus conscious for ourselves of the rectitude 
of our intentions in instituting or becoming members of this Fraternity ; 
and notwithstanding we are confident the highest evidence can be pro- 
duced from your past, and will be given by your future behavior, that 
you could not have been influenced by any other motives than those of 
friendship, patriotism smd benevolence ; yet, as our designs in some 
respects have been misapprehended, as the instrument of our association 
was of necessity drawn up in a hasty manner, at an epoch as extraordinary 
as it will be memorable in the annals of mankind, when the mind, agitated 
by a variety of emotions, was not at liberty to attend minutely to every 
circumstance which respected our social connection, or to digest our ideas 
in so correct a form as could have been wished ; as the original institution 
appeared, in the opinion of many respectable characters, to have compre- 
hended objects incompatible with the genius and spirit of the confedera- 
tion ; and as in this case it would eventually frustrate our purposes and 
be productive of consequeoces which we had not foreseen. Therefore, to 
remove every cause of inquietude, to annihilate every source of jealousy, 
to designate explicitly the ground on which we wish to stand, and give 
one more proof that the late officers of the American Army have a claim 
to be reckoned among the most faithful citizens, we have agreed that the 
following material alterations and amendments should take place : 

" That the hereditary succession should be abolished ; that all interfer- 
ence with political subjects should be done away ; and that the funds 
should be placed under the immediate cognizance of the several legisla- 
tures, who should also be requested to grant charters for more effectually 
carrying our humane designs into execution. 

" In giving our reason for the alteration in the first article, we must ask 
your indulgence while we recall your attention to the original occasion 
which induced us to form ourselves into a society of friends. 

" Having lived in the strictest habits of amity through the various stages 
of war unparalleled in many of its circumstances; having seen the objects 
for which we contended happily attained; in the moment of triumph and 
separation, when we were about to act the last pleasing melancholy scene 
in our military drama — pleasing, because we were to leave our country 
possessed of independence and peace ; melancholy, because we were to 
part, perhaps never to meet again ; — while every breast was penetrated with 
feelings which can be more easily conceived than described ; while every 
little act of tenderness recurred fresh to the recollection, it was impossible 
not to wish our friendship should be continued ; it was extremely natural 
to desire that they might be perpetuated by our posterity to the remotest 
ages. With these impressions and with such sentiments we candidly 
confess we signed the institution. We know our motives were irre- 
proachable. But finding it apprehended by many of our countrymen that 
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this would be drawing an unjustifiable line of discrimination between our 
descendants and the rest of the community, and averse to the creation of 
unnecessary and unpleasing distinctions, we could not hesitate to re- 
linquish every thing but our personal friendships, of which we cannot be 
divested, and those acts of beneficence which it is our intention should 
flow from them. 

" With views equally pure and disinterested we proposed to use our collec- 
tive influence in support of that government and confirmation of that union, 
the establishment of which has engaged so considerable part of our lives ; 
but learning, from a variety of information, that this is deemed an ofiicious 
and improper interference, and that if we are not charged with having 
sinister designs, yet we are accused of arrogating too much and assuming 
the guardianship of the liberties of our country ; — thus circumstanced we 
could not think of opposing ourselves to the concurring opinions of our 
fellow-citizens, however founded, or of giving anxiety to those whose happi- 
ness it is our interest and duty to promote. 

" We come next to speak to the charitable part of our institution, which 
we esteem the basis of it. By placing your fund in the hands of the 
legislature of your State and letting them see the application is to the 
best purposes, you will demonstrate the integrity' of your actions as well 
as the rectitude of your principles. And having convinced them your 
intentions are only of a friendly and benevolent nature, we are induced 
to believe they will patronize a design which they cannot but approve ; 
that they will foster the good disposition and encourage the beneficent 
acts of those who are disposed to make use of the most effectual and most 
unexceptional mode of relieving the distressed. For this purpose it is to 
be hoped that charters may be obtained in consequence of the applications 
which are directed to be made. 

^' It is also judged most proper that the admission of members should be 
submitted to the regulation of such charters ; because, by thus acting in 
conformity to the sentiments of government, we not only give another 
instance of our reliance upon it, but of our disposition to remove every 
source of uneasiness respecting our Society. 

*' We trust it has not escaped our attention, gentlemen, that the, only 
objects of which we are desirous to preserve the remembrance, are of such 
a nature as cannot be displeasing to our countrymen or unprofitable to 
posterity. We have retained accordingly those devises which recognize 
the manner of our returning to our citizenship, not as ostentatious marks 
of our discrimination, but as pledges of our friendship and emblems 
whose appearance will never permit us to deviate from the paths of 
virtue. 

^^ And we presume in this place it may not be inexpedient to inform that 
these are considered as the most endearing tokens of friendship, and held 
in the highest estimation by such of our allies as have become entitled to 
them by having contributed their personal services to the establishment 
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of oar independence ; that these gentlemen, who are among the first in 
rank and reputation, have been permitted by their sovereign to hold this 
grateful memorial of our reciprocal affections, and that this fraternal in- 
tercourse is viewed by that illustrious monarch and other distinguished 
characters as no small additional cement to that harmony and reciproca- 
tion of good offices which so happily prevail between the two nations. 

" Having now relinquished whatever has been found objectionable in our 
original institution, having by the deference thus paid to the prevailing 
sentiments of the community, neither as we conceive, lessened the dignity 
nor diminished the consistency of character which it is our ambition to 
support in the eyes of the present as well as future generations ; having 
thus removed every possible objection to our remaining connected as a 
Society and cherishing our mutual friendships to the close of life, and 
having, as we flatter ourselves, retained in its utmost latitude, and placed 
upon a more certain and permanent foundation that primary article of 
our association which respects the unfortunate — on these two great origi- 
nal pillars, friendship and charity, we rest our iustitution, and we appeal 
to your liberality, patroitism and magnanimity, to your conduct on every 
other occasion, as well as to the purity of your intentions on the present, 
for the ratification of our proceedings ; at the same time we are happy in 
expressing a full confidence in the candor, justice and integrity of the 
public that the institution as now altered and amended will be perfectly 
satisfactory, and that acts of legislative authority will soon be passed to 
give efficacy to your benevolence. 

^^ Before we conclude the address, permit us to add that the cultivation 
of that amity we profess, and the extension of this charity, we flatter our- 
selves will be objects of sufficient importance to prevent a relaxation in 
the prosecution of them to diffuse comfort and support to any of our 
unfortunate companions who have seen better days, and merited a milder 
fate ; to wipe the tear from the eye of the widow, who must have been con- 
signed, with her hapless infants, to indigence and wretchedness but for 
this charitable institution ; to succor the fatherless ; to rescue the female 
orphan from destruction ; to enable the son to emulate the virtues of his 
father, will be no unpleasing task. It will communicate happiness to 
others, while it increases our own ; it will cheer our solitary reflections, 
and soothe our latest moments. Let us, then, prosecute with ardor what 
we have instituted in sincerity ; let Heaven and our consciences approve 
our conduct ; let our actions be the best comment on our words, and let 
us leave a lesson to posterity that the glory of soldiers cannot be com- 
pleted without acting well the part of citizens. 



" Signed by order : 



"GO. WASHINGTON. 



" Philadelphia, May 15th, 1784." 
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Besolved, That the president be desired to sign and forward a copy of 
the same to every State Society. 

A draft of a letter to Baron Yiom^nil, of one to Brigadier General 
de Bougainville, and another to Brigadier General Armand, were read, 
approved and ordered to be transcribed, and the transcripts to be signed 
and transmitted by the president. 

A committee of two were appointed to superintend the printing and 
publishing in pamphlets the circular letter to the State Societies, together 
with the institution as altered and amended. The members chosen were 
Mr. Humphreys and Mr. Turner. 

Ordered^ That the same gentlemen cause the circular letter to be inserted 
in public newspaper next published. 

Pursuant to the order of the day, proceeded to ballot for officers of 
the General Society to serve the ensuing term, when General Washington 
was unanimously chosen president; Major General Gates, vice-president; 
Major-General Knox, secretary ; Brigadier General Williams, assistant 
secretary. 

Adjourned till Monday morning next, nine o'clock. . 



Monday, May ITth. 

Met agreeably to adjournment. 

Received and read a letter from Major General Horatio Gates signifying 
his grateful acceptance of the office of vice-president of the Society of 
Cincinnati. 

Besolved, That Monsieur de Tarl^, Intendent and second officer of the 
French Auxiliary Army, and the Chevalier de Lameth, Colonel by 
brevet, also the Count de Sainneville, the Count de la Touche-Treville, 
the Count de Kergariou Loc Maria, the Chevalier de PEguille, the 
Chevalier DuQuesne, the Count de la Pr^valaye, the Chevalier de 
Colbert Maulevrier, the Chevalier de Vallongue, the Count de Capellis, 
and the Chevalier de la Perouse, Captains and Commanders of ships and 
frigates of the French Navy, who were employed on special service on 
the coast of America, and are particularly named and recommended to 
the Society by His Excellency the Minister of France, are entitled by 
the spirit and intention of the Institution to become members of the 
Cincinnati. 

Resolved^ That it is the opinion of this general meeting that Lieu- 
tenant Colonel de Bouehet is entitled, from his services, to be admitted 
a member of the Cincinnati, and he is hereby admitted accordingly. 

Drafts of letters to the Chevalier de la Luzerne, the Count de Roch- 
ambeau, the Count de Barras, the Count d'Estaing, and the Marquis de 
la Fayette were severally read and approved, and the same ordered to be 
transcribed, the tarn scripts to be signed and forwarded by the President. 
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A draft of a letter to the senior land and naval officers and other 
members of the Society of the Cincinnati in France was read and 
approved, and a transcript thereof ordered to be signed and transmitted 
by the president. 

The committee for preparing a form for the diploma reported, and the 
following was approved as the form, viz. : 

^e it ^MWUf That is a member of the Society of 

the Cincinnati, instituted by the Officers of the American 
Army at the period of its dissolution, as well as to com- 
memorate the great event which gave Independence to 
North America, as for the laudable purpose of inculcating 
the duty of laying down in peace arms assumed for public 
defence, and of uniting in acts of brotherly affection, and 
bonds of perpetual friendship, the members constituting 
the same. 

Sit a!ejrtim0ttg Witttntf I, the President of the said 

Society, have hereunto set my hand, at , in the State 

of , this day of , in the year of our Lord, 

one thousand seven hundred and , and in the 

year of the Independence of the United States. 

By order, 

President. 

Secretary. 



Miyor I'Enfant having produced his account for his agency in France : 

Ordered, That a draught be given on Major General McDougall, late 
treasurer-general of the Society, for the sum of six hundred and thirty 
dollars to be paid to Major I'Enfant as the balance of his account. 

On motion, Major Turner and Captain Claypoole were appointed a 
committee to superintend the execution of engraving, on copper, the form 
agreed upon for a diploma. 

Besolvedj That the thanks of this general meeting be presented to 
Major I'Enfant, for his great care and attention in the execution of the 
business of this Society which was committed to him and transacted in 
France. 

Beaolved, That a committee of three be appointed to receive and 
correct the proceedings of this meeting, and to report the extracts 
necessary to be sent to the Society in France and the several State 
societies. 

The members chosen were Mr. Trumbull, Mr. Williams and Mr. Heth. 

Ordered^ That the committee for superintending the execution of the 
diploma plate, do, when the same is ready, deliver it into the hands of 
the secretary or the assistant secretary, to be placed in the archives of 
the Society. 

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, nine o'clock. 
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Tuesday, May 18th. 

Met according to adjournment. 

Besolved, That it be recommended to the respective State meetings to 
procure, as soon as convenient, two engrossed copies on parchment of 
the institution, as altered and amended by their general meeting, which 
shall be signed in the same manner as the original institution was directed 
to be done, one of which copies to be delivered to the secretary or the 
assistant secretary, to be kept among the records of the General Society, 
the other to be retained by the secretary of the State meeting. 

Adjourned sine die. 



I 



1787 

PROCEEDINGS OF THE CINCINNATI, 

BT THBIR DELEGATES 

In General Meeting Convened, Begun and Holden 

AT Philadelphia, 

ON 

Monday, the Seventh Day of May, A. D. 1787; 

AND CONTINUED BY ADJOURNMENTS TILL THE 19th FOLLOWING, 

BEING THEIR SECOND GENERAL MEETING. 



Monday, May 7th. 

The delegates assembled not being a qoorum adjourned from day to 
day till 

Saturday, May 12th, 

when eight States assembled, viz.: 



Massachusetts : 

Doctor William Eustis, 
Maj. Gen. Henry Knox, 
Miy. William North. 

Rhode Island : 

Brig. Gen. James Mitchell 

Vamum, 
The Rev. Enos Hitchcock. 



Connecticut : 

Col. David Humphreys. 

New Jersey : 

Capt. Jonathan Dayton, 
General David Foreman. 

(28) 



Pennsylvania : 

Maj. Gen. Thos. Mifflin, 
Major William Jackson. 

Delaware : 

Doctor James Tilton, 
Major James Moore, 
Major Daniel Jenifer 
Adams. 

North Carolina : 

Major Robert Fenner. 

South Carolina : 

Major George Turner, 
Major Richard Brooke 
Roberts. 
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Proceeded to the election of a chairman and secretary pro tern, by 
ballot, and chose Major General Mifflin, chairman ; Major Turner, secre- 
tary, pro tern. 

Credentials of and instructions to the delegates of several States were 
produced, read and filed as underwritten, viz.: 



New Hampshire : 

Hon. Nicholas Gilman,Esq. 

Massachusetts : 

Maj. Gen. Rufus Putnam, 
Lieut. Col. Nathan Rice, 
Doctor William Eustis, 
Maj. Gen. Henry Knox, 
Brig. .Gen. H. Jackson, 
Major William North, 
Colonel Cobb. 
(Any three to be a representation). 

Rhode Island : 

Brigadier General James 

Mitchell Varnum, 
Rev. Enos Hitchcock. 



Pennsylvania: 

Maj. Gen. Thos. Mifflin, 
Brig. Gen. John Arm- 
strong, Jr., 
Col. Francis Johnston, 
Major William Jackson, 
Hon. Thomas McKean. 

Delaware : 

Doctor James Tilton, 
Major James Moore, 
Captain William Mc- 

Kennan, 
Maj. Nathaniel Mitchell, 
Major Daniel Jenifer 

Adams. 



Connecticut : 

Maj. Gen. Samuel Holden 

Parsons, 
Col. Jeremiah Wadsworth, 
Col. David Humphreys, 
Lieutenant Pomeroy, 
Doctor Ezra Stiles. 

New Jersey : 

Captain Jonathan Dayton, 
Elias Boudinot, Esq., 
Hon. Col. David Brearley, 
Joseph Bloomfield, Esq., 
General David Foreman. 



North Carolina : 

Major Reading Blount, 
Colonel William Polk, 
Major Robert Fenner. 

South Carolina : 

Major George Turner, 
Major Richard Brooke 

Roberts, 
Brig. Gen. Charles Cotes- 
worth Pinckney. 



Appointed, a committee to prepare rules and regulations for conducting 
the business of the general meeting. Members — Brigadier General Var- 
num, Major Jackson, Doctor Tilton. 

Read the minutes of the last general meeting ; read a letter presented 
by General Knox, as secretary-general of the Society, from Major PEn- 
fant, and a memorial accompanying the same, requesting reimbursement 



25 

of certain sums alleged to have been expended by the Major on account 
of the Cincinnati. Referred to General Knox, Major Fenner, General 
Foreman, committee appointed. 
The secretary -general laid also the following papers before the meeting : 

A letter in French dated "Dominique Fevrier 13E. 1787," from the 
Count de Broglie to General Knox, recommending for admission as a 
member of the Cincinnati, the Baron de la Yalletiere, General of the 
Armies of France, and commandant at Cape Francois, together with 
a letter dated Boston, 20th April, 1787, from James Perkins, Jr., 
enclosing the foregoing and recommendatory of the Baron. 

A return of ninety-one members composing the Society of the Cincin- 
nati in South Carolina. 

A letter from the Cincinnati in New Hampshire to General Washington, 
as president-general, dated £xeter, April 16th, 1787, enclosing their cir- 
cular letter of February 3d, 1786 — both read. 

Adjourned till Monday morning, the 14th instant, to meet at Carpenter's 
Hall, at nine o'clock. 



Monday, May 14th. 
Met agreeably to adjournment. 
Present, seven States, viz.: 



Massachusetts : 

Doctor Eustis, 
General Knox, 
Major North. 

Rhode Island : 

General Yamum, 

The Rev. Mr. Hitchcock. 

Connecticut : 

Colonel Humphreys. 

Pennsylvania : 

General Mifflin, 
Major Jackson, 
Colonel Johnston. 



' Delaware 



Doctor Tilton, 
Major Moore, 
Major Adams. 



North Carolina: 

Major Fenner. 



South Carolina : 

Major Turner, 
Major Roberts. 



Read the proceedings of Saturday. 

The committee for preparing rules and regulations for conducting the 
business of the general meeting reported, that 

" 1st. When seven or more States assemble for business, the members 
shall come to order by taking their seats jS.nd no one shall leave the room 
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until the meetiug is adjourned without permission from the president or 
chairman. 

" 2d. The order of business shall be to read the journals, if any, of the 
preceding day, then the despatches, then the reports of committees, and 
then the order of the day, which being completed, other matters be intro- 
duced. 

" 3d. When in session, members shall not speak to one another, but 
rising, shall address themselves to the president or chairman only, 

" 4th. All motions, except for adjourning the meeting from day to day, 
or for postponing the decision of a question, shall be made in writing. 

" 5th. No motion shall be debated, nor any question be taken thereon, 
unless the same is seconded. 

" 6th. All questions shall be decided by a majority of State represen- 
tations present, seven making a quorum. 

" 7th. All officers and special committees shall be appointed by ballot ; 
but in other matters wherein the members are not agreed the States shall 
be called, and answer by the words aye or no, 

" 8th, Upon a motion of adjournment from day to day the question 
shall be put without debate^ and shall take place of all other questions. 

'^ 9th. No member shall speak more than once until every other member 
who choses, shall have spoken to the same question, nor shall any mem- 
ber speak ofbener than twice in any case, unless for explanation, and then 
without argument. 

'' 10th. No member shall interrupt another while speaking, unless to 
call him to order. 

" llth. All motions in writing shall be open to amendm^nt^ previously 
to putting the main question, and motions for postponing the whole or 
any part of a question, shall be first in order. 

" 12th. Questions of order shall be determined by the president or 
chairman without debate, but an appeal may be made to the meeting, in 
which case they shall immediately decide afber permitting every one who 
choses to speak once. 

" 13th. In cases to which the preceding rules do not apply ^ the president 
or chairman shall conduct the proceedings according to his best discre- 
tion.^^ 

[Signed] J. M. Varnum, Chairman. 

The same was taken up paragraph by paragraph, and unanimously 
agreed to. 

The secretary-general laid before the meeting the following papers, 
which were read and filed, viz.: 

Two letters from the Hon. I. P. Van Borkel, Minister from the United 
Netherlands, to General Knox, recommending for admission, Mr. Man- 
drillon of Amsterdam. 
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A letter from General Washington, stating the causes which may pro- 
bably prevent his attending the present general meeting, accompanied 
with a bundle of papers which were committed to the secretary pro tern, 
to be indorsed and arranged previous to their being read. 

A letter from Brigadier General 0. H. Williams, apologizing for his 
non-attendance this meeting. 

On motion, that a committee be appointed to devise a mode by which 
the foreign members of the Society may be furnished with diplomas, the 
members chosen were General Knox, General Yarnum, Colonel Hum- 
phreys. 

On motion, that on Wednesday next the general meeting, in a committee 
of the whole, go into the consideration of the Institution of the Society, 
and report such alterations and amendments as shall be thought necessary : 

It was moved and seconded to postpone the consideration, but passed 
in the negative. 

Adjourned till to-morrow morning nine o'clock. 



Tuesday, May I5th. 

Met agreeably to adjournment. 
Present, nine States: 



Massachusetts : 

Doctor Eustis, 
Major General Knox, 
Major North. 



Rhode Island : 

General Yarnum, 
Rev. Mr. Hitchcock. 



Connecticut : 



General Parsons, 
Colonel Humphreys. 



New Jersey : 



Mr. Boudinot, 
Colonel Brearley. 



Pennsylvania : 

General Mifflin, 
Colonel Johnston, 
Major Jackson. 

Delaware : 

Doctor Tilton, 
Major Moore, 
Majpr Adams. 



Yirginia : 



Col. Edward Carrington. 



North Carolina : 

Major Fenner. 

South Carolina : 

Major Roberts, 
Major Turner. 



Read the minutes of yesterday. 
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The secretary pro tern., having arranged the papers committed to his 
charge yesterday, laid them before the meeting. Such of them as are in 
French were committed for translation to Major Roberts, Colonel Hum- 
phreys and Major Jackson, being a committee appointed for translating 
all papers in that language received or to be received by the present 
meeting. 

Read a letter, dated Boston, April 25th, 1787, from Major General 
Lincoln to the general meeting, strongly recommending the Baron de la 
Yalletiere for admission. 

Read an extract from the " Encyclopidia Methodique " concerning the 
Cincinnati. 

General Parsons was added to the committee on Major I'Enfant's 
memorial. 

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, nine o'clock. 



Wednesday, May 16th. 

Met agreeably to adjournment. 
Present, nine States: 



Massachusetts : 

Doctor Eustis, 
General Knox, 
Major North. 

Rhode Island : 

General Vamum, 
Rev. Mr. Hitchcock. 



Connecticut : 



w 

General Parsons, 
Colonel Humphreys. 



New Jersey : 



Colonel Brearley, 
General Foreman, 
Mr. Boudinot. 



Pennsylvania . 



Delaware : 



Virginia : 



General Mifflin, 
Major Jackson, 
Colonel Johnston. 



Major Moore, 
Dr. Tilton, 
Major Adams. 



Colonel Carrington. 



North Carolina : 

Major Fenner. 

South Carolina : 

Major Turner, 
Major Roberts. 



Read the minutes of yesterday. 

Major Jackson produced a circular letter, dated New York, November 
1st, 1786, from the Cincinnati in that State to the Society in Philadelphia, 
which was read and filed. 
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Read and filed a letter, dated St. Eustatius, Febraary 18tb, 1786, from 
O'Reilly, Count de Bresny, to the secretary-general for admission into 
the order. 

The order of the day being read, it was moved to postpone the consid- 
eration thereof, which passed in the affirmative. 

It being moved to proceed to the immediate election of the officers of 
the General Society, a motion followed to postpone the election till the 
last day of sitting, and passed in the affirmative. 

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, nine o'clock. 



Thursday, May 1 7th. 
Met agreeably to adjournment. 
Present, nine States represented: 



Massachusetts : 

General Knox, 
Major North, 
Doctor Eustis. 

Rhode Island : 

General Vamum, 
Rev. Mr. Hitchcock. 



Pennsylvania : 



Delaware : 



General Mifflin, 
Major Jackson. 



Doctor Tilton, 
Major Moore. 



Connecticut : 



General Parsons. 



Virginia : 



Colonel Carrington. 



New York : 



New Jersey : 



Col. Alex. Hamilton. 



Colonel Brearley, 
Mr. Boudinot, 
Captain Dayton. 



North Carolina : 

Major Fenner. 

South Carolina : 

Major Turner, 
Major Roberts. 



Read the minutes of yesterday. 

Colonel Carrington produced his credentials and instructions, by which 
it appears that Edward Carrington, William Grayson and Gustavus B. 
Wallace, Esquires, are members elected to serve ia the present general 
meeting from Virginia. The same were filed. 

Colonel Hamilton took his seat. The credentials of his appointment 
had been accidentally left behind. 

The committee for devising a mode by which the foreign members of 
the Society may be furnished with diplomas submitted the following 
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REPORT: 

" That, in their opinion, it is incumbent on the general meeting to ob- 
tain immediately the diplomas for the foreign members of the CiDcinnati. 

''That a committee be appointed to procure one hundred and fifb}' 
blank diplomas, which shall be placed in the hands of the secretary- 
general. 

*' That as soon as the said secretary shall receive the names of the said 
foreign members be cause the same to be inserted in the number of 
diplomas necessary, which shall be completed with the signatures of the 
president and the said secretary. 

" That the secretary transmit those designed for the marine officers of 
France to the Count d'Estaing, and those for the land officers to the 
Count de Rochambeau, senior officers of the naval and land forces of His 
Most Christian Majesty which co-operated with the armies of America 
during the late revolution. 

'' That the diplomas for the foreign officers who served in the armies 
of the United States be transmitted to the Marquis de la Fayette. 

^' That no blank diplomas be transmitted to any foreign members. 

'' That the expense of the said diplomas be defrayed by the State 
Societies, according to the number of members in each of those State 
Societies." 

The same was agreed to. 

On motion that a committee be appointed to fix and report the quota 
of each State Society, to operate as a rule for all apportionments which it 
may be necessary to make in the course of the meeting, the members 
chosen were Captain Dayton, Colonel Carrington and Colonel Hamilton. 

On motion a resolution was submitted, and after amendments agreed 
to, as follows, viz.: 

" The General Meeting of the Society of the Cincinnati, being impressed 
with a grateful sense of the important advantages which resulted to the 
American cause during the late war from the brilliant military services 
of His Excellency the Marquis de Bouille, late Governor of Martenico, 
and commander-in-chief of His Most Christian Majesty's land forces in 
the West Indies ; and being desirous of associating so illustrious a char- 
acter to their institution, 

^^Besolved^ That the president-general transmit instructions to the 
president or senior officer of the Society in France to offer to and invest 
the Marquis de Bouil]^ with the Order of the Cincinnati." 

The following motion was submitted and made the order of the day 
for to-morrow, viz. : 

" Whereas, several of the State Societies of the Cincinnati have not 
agreed to the alterations in the institution proposed at the last general 
meeting; and whereas, those alterations cannot take effect until they 
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have been agreed to by all the State Societies ; and whereas, it appears 
to be the general sense of the said Societies that some alterations in the 
iDStitution ought to be made ; and whereas, in the opinion of this meeting, 
such alterations as may be necessary cannot conveniently and efifectnally 
be made but at a general meeting of the Society of the Cincinnati, spe- 
cially authorized to agree upon and finally establish the same ; therefore, 

^^Besolved^ That it be recommended to the several State Societies to 
empower their delegates at the next general meeting to agree upon and 
finally establish all such alterations as may be necessary in the constitu- 
tion of the Society." 

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, nine o'clock. 



Friday, May 18th. 
Met agreeably to adjournment. 
Present, nine States represented : 



Massachasetts : 

Doctor Eastis, 
Major North. 

Rhode Island : 

General Yarnum, 
Rev. Mr. Hitchcock. 



Connecticut : 



New York: 



General Parsons, 
Colonel Humphreys. 



Colonel Hamilton. 



New Jersey : 



Colonel Brearley, 
Mr. Boudinot, 
Captain Dayton. 



Pennsylvania : 

General MifiSin, 
Major Jackson. 

Delaware : 

Doctor Til ton, 

Major Moore. 

Maj. Nathaniel Mitchell. 

Virginia : 

Colonel Carrington. 

North Carolina: 

Major Fenner. 

South Carolina: 

Major Turner, 
Major Roberts. 



Read the minutes of yesterday. 

Colonel Hamilton produced and filed his credentials and instructions, 
by which it appeared the following delegates were chosen to represent 
the State Society of New York, (any two of whom to be a representation) 
viz. : — The Honorable Major General Baron de Steuben, Colonel Alex- 
ander Hamilton, Major General Philip Schuyler, and William Duer, 
David Brooks and John Lawrence, Esquires. (Five only can sit per 
institution.) 



32 

The committee for translating French papers produced the following, 
with their translations : — 

Triplicates of a letter, dated Claviac, near Bourdeauz, February 20th, 
1784, I with enclosures) from the Count de Lilancour to the president- 
general for admission as a member into the Cincinnati. 

A letter and memorial, dated Paris, August 31st, 1784, from Monsieur 
Vence, of the French navy, to Major General Lincoln, soliciting his 
interest with the Society to admit him as a member. 

A letter and memorial, dated Amsterdam, tlie 24th of October, 1786, 
and another letter, of the 24th of January, 1787, from Mr. Mandrillon to 
the president-general, soliciting (inter alia) admission into the Society. 

A letter, dated Brest, September 18th, 1786, from the Chevalier de 
Goyon du Vauronault, major in the navy of France, to His Excellency 
Benjamin Franklin, stating his pretensions and soliciting His Excellency's 
interest to procure him the order of the Cincinnati. 

Ordered, That the following members be a committee to examine and 
report upon such applications for admission into the Society as now lie 
on the table : General Varnum, Colonel Hamilton, Colonel Humphreys. 

Read a letter, dated Philadelphia, the 17th May instant, from Major 
PEnfant to the secretary-general (chairman of the committee on his 
memorial) respecting his claims. 

The committee to whom were referred the lettei-s and memorial of 
Major Peter PEnfaut brought in the following 

REPORT: 

^^That the object of the said letters and memorial is to bring fully 
into view his conduct and transactions respecting the Society of the Cin. 
cinnati and its members. 

''That it appears from the said memorial and the evidence accom- 
panying the same that Major PEnfant made a tender of his services to 
the Society when he should arrive in France. 

'* That he was accordingly employed by the president-general to exe- 
cute certain commissions, which were performed with great zeal, and for 
which the general meeting of 1784 presented him with their thanks. 

" That the said general meeting gave Major PEnfant an order on 
General McDougall, the late treasurer-general, for the balance of an 
account for eagles presented in France, which balance was stated at the 
sum of six hundred and forty dollars, but which, however, (besides its 
insufficiency to defray the charge of eight hundred and ninety -four 
dollars) was never paid by the treasurer-general. 

" That the reason of drawing the order on the treasurer must have 
arisen from the probability of his possessing certain public securities 
subscribed by the foreign officers who served in the armies of the United 

States. 
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^ That exclusive of the sum of eight hundred and ninety-four dollars 
(the amoant of the eagles presented in France', Major PEnfant requests 
the Society, for reasons contained in his memorial, to advance him the 
further sum of three thousand five hundred and sixty-four dollars, 
amounting in the whole to the sura of four thousand four hundred and 
fifty-eight dollars. 

" That, should the Society think proper to comply with his request, he 
will transfer to the Society certain debts stated to due from its members, 
equal to eight hundred and ninety-six dollars; and also all the eagles 
on hand, equal in value to five hundred and seventy-two dollars, which 
sums, together with the sum of eight hundred and ninety-four dollars, 
the value of the eagles presented in France, will amount to the sum of 
two thousand three hundred and sixty-two dollars, for which the Society 
will receive a consideration. 

" That he requests the loan of five hundred and fifty dollars, which he 
has been compelled to expend, in his maintenance, out of the sums 
received for the eagles sold in America; and 

" That he requests that the Society would save him harmless from a 
loss incurred on the aggregate of his transactions, amounting to one 
thousand five hundred and forty-eight dollars. [This loss arises on the 
article of ribbon, short price of eagles and other causes not ascertained. 
The account herewith presented will aflford a more connected view of the 
case of Major I'Enfant.] 

" On this statement your committee beg leave to observe : — 

" That in their opinion the debts incurred for the eagles presented in 
France is an obligation of the highest species of honor, and that the 
payment thereof cannot be delayed without deeply staining the reputation 
of the Society, especially as the Marquis de la Fayette has actually ad- 
vanced the money to the artist who furnished the eagles, on learning that 
the reputation of the Society was greatly suflfering from the protracted 
payment. 

" That the transactions of Major I'Enfant being duly considered — 
the services he rendered the Society at his own expense ; — the number of 
eagles he brought to America on the express purpose of accommodating, 
without profit, the Cincinnati ; the difficulties which arose in the disposal 
of those eagles from the causes stated in the memorial ; the debts still 
due and the embarrassments attending the same, and the refined, yet 
strong, obligations that the Society of the Cincinnati (constituted on the 
high principles of friendship and honor) should not suffer one of its 
members to be utterly ruined through an excess of zeal in its service — 
these considerations induce your committee to be of opinion that it is 
highly proper and expedient that this general meeting take every 
arrangement within its power to settle finally all the claims which Major 
I'Eofant can have either on the justice or generosity of the Society. 
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^ The committee, therefore, submit the consideration of the propriety 
of writing to the Societies on whom Major TEnfant states to hare 
ezistiog claims, to exphiin the nature of those, as far as may be neces- 
sary, and to request a speedy accommodation. 

'* That the eagles in possession of Major TEnfant be taken on account 
of the General Society and be paid the full value thereof. 

^^That the loan requested by Major TEnfant cannot be granted, as 
the General Society are utterly destitute of funds. 

'^ That were there anj* funds of the general meeting, or monies at its 
disposal, 3'our committee would, with less reluctance than they feel at 
present, report that the loss of fifteen hundred and forty-eight dollars 
should be made good to him, on the principle of generosity. 

'^That the committee, exceedingly anxious to prevent even the pos- 
sibility of imputation against the honor and nobleness of sentiment of 
the Society, and inflaenced by these motives more than by any claim of 
justice or legality, submit the resolve on this point, and the other resolves 
herein stated : — 

^' Besolved, That the sum of eight hundred and ninety-four dollars be 
transmitted to the Marquis de la Fayette, being the amount of monies 
paid by him io France on ac(M>unt of the Society of the Cincinnati. 

^^ Resolved, That the eagles, or orders of the Cincinnati, in the pos- 
session of Major I'Enfant, amounting in the whole to the sum of five 
hundred and seventy-two dollars, be taken on account of the General 
Society, and that be be paid the full value thereof. 

^Resolved, That in consideration of the services rendered to the 
Society of the Cincinnati by Major TEnfant the general meeting will 
make arrangements for advancing him the sum of fifteen hundred and 
forty-eight dollars, being the amount of loss incurred by him in the 
negotiation for a number of eagles or orders of the Cincinnati which he 
imported from France with the intention of accommodating the members 
of the said Society. 

''AH of which is submitted, 

'*H. Knox. ) 

"Samuel H. Parsons,)- CommtW^c." 

"Robert Fennee^ ) 

Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the foregoing resolutions submitted by the committee 
be accepted and agreed to. 

The committte appointed to " fix and report the quota of each Slate 
Society to operate as a rule for all appointments which it may be nec- 
essary to make in the course of this meeting," reported, and thereupon it 
was 

Resolved J That the following be ihe rule: — 
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For New Hampshire as 35 to 1000 parts. 

Massachusetts "150 " " 

Rhode Island "21 " " 

Connecticut "88 " *« 

New York "86 " " 

New Jersey "50 " " 

Pennsylvania "137 " " 

Delaware "15 " " 

Maryland ...'•.." 98 " " 

Virginia "172 " " 

North Carolina "73 " " 

South Carolina "64 " " 

Georgia "11 " " 

The order of the day being read, after long debates, the preamble was 
expunged and the resolution only suffered to stand, as follows : — 

Resolved^ That it be recommended to the several State Societies to 
empower their delegates, at the next general meeting, to agree upon and 
finally establish all such alterations as may be necessary in the con- 
stitution of the Society. 

Adjourned till four o'clock this afternoon. 



May 18th (continued), p. M. 

Met agreeably to adjournment. 
The secretary pro tern, in the chair. 

Present, nine States represented as in the morning, omitting (General 
Mifflin, who was absent. 
On motion, 

Resolved^ That the next general meeting be on the first Monday in 
May next, at Philadelphia, in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, or at 
such other place as the president of the Society shall appoint. 

On motion, 

Resolved^ nem, con., That the right of admitting foreign officers (ex- 
cept such as are under the first and second sections of the general rules,) 
is vested in the general meeting, and that they are sole judges of such 
admissions. 

On motion, 

Resolved, That the secretary-general do write to the Society in South 
Carolina, on some of whose members Monsieur PEnfant states to have 
existing claims, to explain the nature of those claims, and to request a 
speedy accommodation. 

On motion, in addition to the resolves concluding the report of the 
committee on Major I'Enfant's memorial : 
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Resolved^ That the said several sums, amoanting together to the sum 
of three thousand and fourteen dollars to be paid to the secretary-general 
of this Society by the State Societies on or before the first day of Septem- 
ber next, and that the same be quoted agreeably to the rule of apportion- 
ment agreed upon at this present meeting. 

On motion, 

Resolved^ That the assistant secretary-general do dispose of the eagles 
which may be received from Major PEnfant, and account for the pro- 
ceeds thereof with the secretary-general. 

Proceeded to ballot for oflBcers of the General Society. 

The following were elected : 

General Washington, president-general. 

Major General Thomas Mifflin, vice-president-general {vice General 
Gates). 

Major General Henry Knox, secretary-general. 

Major George Turner, assistant secretary-general (vice General Otto H. 
Williams). 

Resolved^ That a committee of three be appointed to wait on His Ex- 
cellency, General Washington, to inform him that the General Society 
have unanimously re-elected him their president. 

The members chosen were General Knox, Colonel Hamilton and Mr. 
Boudinot. 

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, nine o'clock. 



Saturday, May 19th. 

Met agreeably to adjournment. 
General Mifflin resumed the chair. 
Present, eight States represented: 

Massachusetts : | Pennsylvania : 

General Knox, General Mifflin. 



Major North, 
Doctor Eustis. 



Colonel Johnston. 
Major Jackson. 



Rhode Island : 



Delaware : 



Major Moore. 



General Vamum. 

Connecticut : Virginia : 

Colonel Humphreys. Colonel Carrington. 

New York : i North Carolina : 

Colonel Hamilton. Major Fenner. 



New Jersey : 



South Carolina: 
Colonel Brearley. Major Turner. 

Major Roberts. 



Mr. Boudinot. 
Read the minutes of yesterday. 
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Besolvedj That the secretary-general write answers to all such letters 
as may require attention, and concerning which no order has been taken, 
and that the assistant secretary-general write circular letters to the State 
Societies inclosing transcripts of the proceedings of the present meeting. 

Besolved, unanimously, That the several officers chosen by this Society 
shall hold their offices until the last day of the next general meeting, 
unless others shall be duly elected in their room. 

Besolvedj That the secretary-general inform Mr. Mandrillon that, by 
the rules of the Society, he cannot be admitted as a member into their 
order, but that they are fully sensible of his zealous attachment to the 
interests of the United States and the honor of their institution. 

Besolvedj That the consideration of all other applications for admis- 
sion be postponed till the next general meeting. 

Besolvedj That the expense attending the procuration of one hundred 
and fifty diplomas for the foreign members be added to the expenses 
necessarily attending this meeting, that the whole be apportioned to the 
different States, and that the States present pay immediately their pro- 
portions. 

Ordered, That the several State Societies be punctual hereafter in com- 
municating to each general meeting fair and accurate returns of their 
respective members, properly authenticated, and that the said Societies do 
in all things strictly conform to the principles of the lustitution. 

The General Meeting then adjourned sine die. 

Attest : 

G. TURNER, 
Assistant Secrelary-OeneraL 



1788 

AT AN 

ExTKA General Meeting of the Cincinnati 

ORDERED to BE CONVENED AT PHILADELPHIA 

On Monday the Fifth Day of May, A. D. 1788; 

BEING THE FIRST EXTRA MEETING. 



Present : The vice-president and assistant secretary-general. 
Adjourned till to-morrow ten o'clock, a. m. 



Tuesday, May 6th. 

Present: — The officers above named, the secretary-general, and the 
following delegates : 

From Massachusetts : Hon. Major General Knox, S. O. C. 
Rhode Island : CoIodcI Jeremiah Olney. 

New Jersey : Major Joseph Bloomfield. 

Adjourned, there not being a quorum, till to-morrow ten o'clock, a. m. 



Wednesday, May 7th. 

Present : 

From Massachusetts: General Knox. 

Rhode Island : Colonel Olney. 

New Jersey : Colonel David Brearley, 

Major Bloomfield. 

Pennsylvania: Hon. Major General Mifflin, 

Major Wm. Jackson. 

Delaware : Major James Moore. 

Adjourned, there not being a quorum, till to-morrow nine o'clock, a. m. 

[oSi 
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Thursday, May 8th. 
Present: 

From Massachasetts : Major General Knox. 

Rhode Island : Colonel Olney. 

New York : Colonel Morgan Lewis. 

New Jersey : Colonel Brearley, 

Major Bloomfield. 

Pennsylvania: Major General Mifflin, 

Hon. Thomas McEean, 
Major Jackson, 
Colonel Francis Johnston. 

Delaware : Major James Moore. 

Thus only five States were fully represented, according to the credentials 
of their delegates, and there being no prospect of obtaining a competent 
number of representations at this meeting, it was unanimously agreed to 
receive on the files, for the consideration of the next general meeting, all 
such papers and communications as had been either written or received 
during the recess. The following papers were, in consequence, pla(;ed on 
the files, viz.: 

Instructions to delegates appointed in Massachusetts to the present 
meeting, but no credentials were produced. 

Credentials of delegates appointed in Rhode Island (any one or two 
of whom to be a representation ), namely : General Yarnum, The Reverend 
Mr. Hitchcock, Colonel J. Olney, Major J. S. Dexter and Colonel Sher- 
burne, accompanied with a power authorizing the delegate or delegates 
attending this meeting from the State Society there, to *^ agree upon, and 
finally establish all such alterations as may be necessary in the constitu- 
tion of the General Society." 

Credentials of delegates appointed in New York, namely: Morgan 
Lewis, Esq., together with the Hon. Major General Baron de Steuben, 
Robert R. Livingston, Alexander Hamilton, William Duer, James Miles 
Hughes, and Benjamin Walker, Esquires, any two of whom to he a 
quorum or sufficient representation. 

Credentials of and instructions to delegates appointed in New Jersey, 
namely: The Hon. David Brearley, General David Foreman, Captain 
Jonathan Dayton, General Matthias Ogden, and Major Joseph Bloomfield, 
any one or more of whom are empowered to agree upon, and finally estab- 
lish all such alterations as may be necessary in the constitution of the 
General Society. 

Credentials appointing delegates from Pennsylvania, namely: The 
Honorables Thomas McKean and William Jackson, John Armstrong, Jr., 
Peter Muhlenberg, and Francis Johnston, Esquires. 



! 
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Credentials appointing delegates from Delaware, namely : Major John 
Patten, Mf^or James Moore, and Captain William McKennan, one of 
whom to be a representation. 

The following returns of members were likewise prodnced : 

Cincinnati of Rhode Island, 61 

Cincinnati of New York, 181 

Cincinnati of New Jersey, 82 

Cincinnati of Pennsylvania, 

Cincinnati of Delaware, ST 

A variety of other papers and communications were produced and filed , 
together with the foregoing, for the inspection and order of a subsequent 
general meeting. 

The delegates present were then informed by the assistant secretary- 
general that the eagles intrusted to his care for sale by the last general 
meeting, remained yet unsold, owing, he presumed to the high price which 
had been fixed on them, whereupon, the delegates were unanimously of 
opinion that a reduciion in the price was become both expedient and 
proper, and it was, in consequence, agreed that twenty dollars only (and 
not six and twenty), should in future be demanded for each eagle. 

The following circular letter was next prepared, approved of and 
signed by all the officers and members present, and was directed to be 
transmitted to the president-general and the several State Societies in 
America. 

CIRCULAR. 
" Sir : — The General Society having last year directed an extra meeting 
to be held on the first Monday of the present month, we are- assembled 
here in consequence; but although the important object of the now in- 
tended meeting requires a full representation, we observe with regret, 
ttiat we have not even a quorum, the subscribers being the only members 
present. All matters, therefore, before the General Society, must of 
necessity be postponed until the triennial general meeting, two years 
hence, unless the president-general may think it proper, in the meantime, 
to call an extra meeting. In either case, we hope that the establishing a 
permanent constitution, which requires an unanimous vole of the repre- 
sentation of all the State Societies, will excite in each an emulation to 
have its delegates on the floor among the foremost. 

" The considerations which induced the last general meeting to admit 
tlie claims exhibited by Major I'Enfant against the Society, still exist- 
ing in full force, and the honor of the Society being pledged for the pay- 
ment of the money, we cannot avoid expressing our earnest wish that 
the final settlement of this business may sustain no further delay, and 
that the several State Societies who have not yet complied with the 
rc<|uisition, would immediately take measures for remitting their quotas, 
as directed in the resolutiou of the General Society. 
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" We have the honor to be, sir, 

" Your most obedient, humble servants, 

" THOMAS MIFFLIN, 

Vice-President' OeneraL 

'' H. KNOX, Massachusetts. 

" JEREH. OLNEY, Rhode Island. 

" MORN. LEWIS, New York. 

" DAVID BREARLEY,! ^ j 

" J. BLOOMFIELD, ) ^^"^ •^^''^^• 

"THO. MoKEAN, j 

" W. JACKSON, C Pemisylvania. 

"FRA. JOHNSTON,) 

" JAMES MOORE, Delaware." 
Attest : 

Q. Turner, 

Assistant Secretary- Oeneral Cincinnati. 

Adjourned sine die. 



1790 

PEOCEEDINGS OF THE TEIENNIAL 
GENEEAL MEETING OF THE CINCINNATI, 

held in the city of philadelphia. 

Ont the First Monday in May, 1790. 



Present : — Major General Thomas MiflQin, vice-president-general ; Major 
General Henry Knox, secretary-general. 
Members : 

From Massachusetts : Major General Henry Knox. 

Connecticut : Colonel Jeremiah Wadsworth, 

Colonel David Humphreys. 

Pennsylvania: Honorable Thomas McKean, 

Colonel Francis Johnston, 
Major Thomas L. Moore, 
Major Matthew McConnell, 
Major William Macpherson. 

Delaware : Major John Patten 

North Carolina: Colonel Benjamin Hawkins. 

Georgia : Colonel James Gunn, 

General George Matthews. 

Six Societies only being represented, adjourned until to-morrow, eight 
o'clock 



Tuesday, May 4th, 1790. 

Met pursuant to adjournment. 

Present as before, excepting Colonel Hawkins and Major Macpherson. 

Colonel William S. Smith and General Matthew Clark son, delegates 
from New York, and Captain Jonathan Dayton, a delegate from New 
Jersey, appeared, produced their credentials, and took their seats. 

(42) 
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Seven Societies being now represented, the general meeting proceeded 
to business. 

On the memorial of Major I'Enfant, 

Besolved, That the secretary-general write to the several State Societies 
which have not paid their quotas in the case of Major I'Enfant, and urge 
an immediate paj'mcnt in the manner pointed out by the resolve of the 
general meeting of the 18th day of May, 1787. 

Eesolued^ That any interest arising on the protracted payment of the 
quotas of the State Societies in the case of Major I'Enfant cannot be 
granted. 

Besolved, That the general meeting cannot take further measures 
respecting the claims which Major I'Enfant may have upon individuals. 

Resolved^ That the secretary-general write to the Marquis de la Fayette 
and give him a detail of the measures taken by the Society respecting the 
claims of Major I'Enfant. 

Resolved^ That all the claims of French gentlemen now before the 
general meeting for admission as members be referred to the Count 
d'Estaing, the Count de Rochambeau and the Marquis de la Fayette ; that 
the secretary-general write a letter to the said gentlemen, and inform 
them that the general meeting confide the honor of the Society to their 
keeping, as it respects the said claims, trusting that they will decide 
thereon according to the principles of the institution and the spirit of the 
French government; that, on one or more of the said gentlemen duly 
certifying, under his or their hands and seals, that any of the persons 
whose claims are now referred have passed the necessary investigations 
and approbation in France, the secretary-general will transmit the 
diplomas accordingly. 

Resolved^ That an extra general meeting be held in the city of Phila- 
delphia on the first Monday in May, 1791. 

Resolved, That it be recommended to and strongly enjoined upon the 
several State Societies to empower their delegates at the next general 
meeting to agree upon and finally establish all such alterations as may be 
thought necessary in the constitution, and to adopt and carry into execu- 
tion such measures as may conduce to the security of the funds and to 
the promotion of the general interest of the Society. 

The general meeting then proceeded to the election of officers of the 
Society for the ensuing three years, and, upon counting the votes, it ap- 
peared that the following persons were unanimously chosen, viz. : 

His Excellency George Washington, Esq. (late commander-in-chief of 
the armies of the United States), president-general. 

Major General Thomas Mifflin, vice-president-general. 

Major General Henry Euox, secretary-general. 

Major William Macpherson, assistant secretary-general. 
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The draft of the following address to the President of the United 
United States was read, paragraph by paragraph, and accepted : 

^^SiB: — ^We, the delegates of the State Societies of the Cincinnati 
assembled at our triennial general meeting, congratulate you on being 
unanimously elected the head of our rising republic. 

'^As a part of the community, we felicitate our countrymen on this 
happy event, and we embrace the first opportunity of expressing our 
sentiments, with no less zeal than sincerity. 

^ When we say we love and revere you as a father, we not only speak 
the language of our own hearts, but we speak the language of all who 
have fought, suffered and conquered under your command. Were poverty 
and consciousness of duty our only recompense, still should we glory in 
the part we have acted ; for our motives, as they regarded our country, 
will afford us satisfaction as well through the vicissitudes of life as in the 
moment of dissolution. As members of our institution, on a former 
occasion, we appealed to Heaven and our own hearts for the purity of 
our intentions. Our fellow-citizens will witness that the conduct of the 
ofQcers and soldiers of the late American armies has not been less 
patriotic in peace than it was glorious in war. 

" A good constitution was the object for which we risked our lives and 
experienced unparalleled difficulties. We are happy in the conviction 
that our views are answered in the present government of the United 
States. While we applaud the wisdom of our countrymen in placing you 
at the head of it, we pledge ourselves to support its administration with 
the remnants of lives long since devoted to the public service. We need 
not enumerate your titles to the gratitude of your country, or echo, in 
the suffrages of our particular constituents, the public sentiment. But 
we may say that we see, with exultation, our countrymen beginning to 
reap the fruits of independence under the auspices of the person who was 
more instrumental than any other in its establishment. May you, as a 
reward for your services, enjoy length of days and every temporal bless- 
iog, and may such blessings be a prelude to everlasting felicity.." 

Eesolved, That the foregoing address be presented to the President of 
the United States by a committee of nine members, to wit : 

General Knox, General Matthews, Colonel Gunn, 

Colonel Hawkins, Captain Dayton, Colonel Smith, 

General Clarkson, Colonel Wadsworth, Colonel Humphreys. 

Besolvedj That the same committee inform the president-general of his 
election for the ensuing three years. 

Besolved, That the following circular letter be transmitted to the 
several State Societies by the secretary-general. 
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" To the State Societies of the Cincinnati : 

^' Oentlemen : — Having made choice of all oar officers for the three en- 
sning years, as will appear bj the enclosed certified lists, and having 
completed all the business before us, we could not, however, separate 
without addressing you on the situation and prospect of the affairs of 
the United States. 

^ With hearts filled with love to our native climes and gratitude to the 
Author of every good gift who has cast our lot in such pleasant places, 
we rejoice that our countrymen are rapidly recovering from the calami- 
ties occasioned by the late war, and that they are at last favored with a 
government which will probably secure to them the enjoyment of all the 
benefits they had a right to expect from the revolution. Already we 
perceive that agriculture, commerce, manufactures, private happiness and 
public prosperity increase in a wonderful manner under the auspicious 
influence of this government, and from a view of all the circumstances 
we are justified in a belief that our prospect of felicity is as fair as that 
of any nation under Heaven. 

^^ While we recall to mind that you were the chiefs of that glorious band 
of heroes who merited and obtained the distinguished appellation of the 
Patriot Army, we feel all the endearments of our former connection 
recur with redoubled force. The world considered that character as the 
best guarantee for your future conduct, nor has your conduct at any 
time deceived the most sanguine expectations of the friends of freedom. 

^ The general tenor of your behavior since the war, and particularly 
daring the period in which the present government was formed and es- 
tablished, has been so perfectly unexceptionable and so entirely consonant 
to your profession as to entitle you to the universal approbation of your 
fellow-citizens. 

^^ It gives us inexpressible pleasare to find that the unreasonable and 
illiberal clamor, which at one moment had been excited against our insti- 
tution, has totally subsided. 

'^ The accounts which we annually see from all parts of the continent of 
the manner in which you celebrate the Declaration of Independence on 
the fourth day of July, the day fixed for your State meeting, afford us 
also great satisfaction. The reasons for the recognition of that festival 
arc so obvious and important that we hope you will ever continue to 
consider that day as a day of thanksgiving. 

^ We presume not to give you any advice for the regulation of the in- 
ternal concerns of your societies, but we are persuaded that you will do 
good to all men whensoever and wheresoever opportunities will permit ; 
and particularly that you will, to the utmost of your ability, alleviate the 
penury and distresses of those who have borne with you the burden of 
the war, as many instances have already occurred of widows, orphans, 
and unfortonate members of your societies who claim and receive support 
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from your beneficence, it behoves you to place your funds upon the best 
possible footing to accomplish the truly benevolent and fraternal purposes 
for which they were intended ; since it is but too justly to be apprehended 
that the number of persons who will be entitled to your assistance will 
rather increase than diminish. 

" We most ardently desire that the character of the Cincinnati may 
continue to be respected in consequence of their completing the glory of 
soldiers by acting well the part of citizens. With this object in view we 
doubt not that you will assiduously cultivate all the virtues of peaceable 
and patriotic citizens, especially industry, frugality, honesty, and a fixed 
determination to support the government of your country. 

'^ It is necessary for the ulterior arrangements of our Society at large 
that you should transmit to our secretary-general accurate returns of the 
persons composing your State Societies as soon as they can be con- 
veniently completed. 

" We forward to 3'ou by this conveyance the copy of an address which 
we presented to the President of the United States, together with his 
answer. It now only remains for us to commend you to the holy keeping 
of Almighty God, and to wish you every blessing which your own hearts 
can desire." 

The general meeting then adjourned to meet again on the first Monday 
in May, 1791. 

The following is the answer of the President of the United States : 

" To the delegates of the State Societies of the Cincinnati lately assembled 
at their Triennial meeting : 

" Gentlemen . — Although it is easier for you to conceive than for me to 
explain the pleasing sensations which have been excited in my breast by 
your congratulations on my appointment to the head of this rising re- 
public, yet I must take the liberty to thank you sincerely for the polite 
manner in which you felicitate our countrymen, and testify your regard 
to me on this occasion . 

^' In addition to that reward for your sufferings and services which arises 
from the consciousness of having done your duty, you have erected 
monuments more expressive of your merits than even the universal 
applause of your country in the establishment of its independence and 
sovereignity, nor should any possible circumstances of poverty or ad- 
versity compel you to give up that sweet satisfaction for the part you 
have acted, which ought to attend you as well through the vicissitudes of 
life as in the moment of dissolution. 

" The candor of your fellow-citizens acknowledges the patriotism of your 
conduct in peace, as their gratitude has declared their obligations for your 
fortitude and perseverance in war. A knowledge that they now do justice 
to the purity of your intentions ought to be your highest consolation, as 
the fact is demonstrative of your greatest glory. 
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" The object for which your gallantry encoantered every danger, and 
your virtue sustained unparalleled difficulties, has happily been attained. 
A government, promising protection and prosperity to the people of the 
United States, is established, and its operations hitherto have been such 
as to justify the most sanguine expectations of further success. It was 
naturally to be expected that lives which had long since been devoted on 
the altar of freedom could never be offered at the shrine of anarchy and 
despotism. And the offer which you make of the residue of those lives 
to support the administration of this government is not less a proof of its 
excellence than an encouragement for those concerned in its execution to 
use their best endeavors to make it a source of extensive and permanent 
blessings to their country. 

'' Whatever titles my military services may have given me to the regard 
of my country, they are principally corroborated by the firm support of 
my brave and faithful associates in the field ; and if any consideration is 
to be attributed to the successful exercise of my civil duties, it proceeds, 
in a great measure, from the wisdom of the laws, and the facility which 
the disposition of my fellow-citizens has given to their administration. 

'^ To the most affectionate wishes for your temporal happiness, I add a 
fervent prayer for your eternal felicity. 

"G. WASHINGTON." 



1791 

THE PROCEEDINGS 

OF AN 

Extra General Meeting op the CiNrciNNATi, 

HELD IN the CITY OF PHILADELPHIA, 

ON MONDAY THE SECOND DAY OF MAY, IN THE YEAR 1791, 

In Pubsuancb of a Rbsolyb of thb Tbiennial Gbnbral Hebting 
Passed on the Foubth Dat of Mat, 1700. 



Present, as representatives of the several State Societies hereinafter 
mentioned, to wit : — 

From Massachusetts : Major General Knox. 

Connecticut ; Brigadier General Wyllis. 

New York : Lieutenant Colonel Lawrence, 

Captain Watson. 

Pennsylvania : Brigadier General Stewai*t. 

Delaware : Major Patten, 

Major McEennan. 

Maryland : Lieutenant Colonel Howard, 

Major Davidson. 

Virginia: Major General Weedon, 

Colonel Davis. 

Seven State Societies, or a majority of the whole, being represented, 
and the president and vice-president being absent, Major General Knox 
was elected chairman. 

On motion. 

Resolved^ That a committee of three be appointed by the chairman to 
receive and examine the credentials of the respective delegates ; where- 
upon, Captain Watson, Major Patten and Major McKennan were appointed 
accordingly. 

On motion, the meeting adjourned until to-morrow morning at ten 

o'clock. 

(48) 
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Tuesday, May 3d. 

The general meeting met according to adjournment. 
Present : 

From Massachusetts : Major General Knox, 

Lieutenant Colonel Hull. 

Connecticut : Brigadier General Wyllis, 

Lieutenant Colonel Talmadge. 

Rhode Island : Major Dexter. 

New York : Lieutenant Colonel Lawrence, 

Captain Watson. 

New Jersey : Major Bloomfield, 

Captain Dayton. 

Pennsylvania : Brigadier General Stewart, 

The Honorable Thomas McKean. 

. Delaware : Major McKennan, 

Doctor Tilton. 

Maryland : Lieutenant Colonel Howard, 

Major Davidson. 

Virginia : Major General Weedon, 

Colonel Davis.* 

On motion, 

Besolvedj That the secretary-general address a letter to the several 
State Societies which have not yet paid their quotas assigned to them by 
the resolves of the general meeting of May 18th, 1787, requesting that 
the amount be paid as soon as possible; that the deficient quotas are 
required to replace money which the Marquis de la Fayette has actually 
paid in France for the honor of the Cincinnati ; that the monies arising 
from the sale of the eagles, delivered by Major PEnfant, have been 
appropriated to defray the contingent expenses of the general meeting. 

Besolvedj That the secretary-general be directed to write to Major 
Turner, late assistant secretary-general, requesting him to account for 
the eagles entrusted to his care by the resolve of the 18th of May, 1787. 

The committee appointed to receive and examine the credentials of the 
delegates delivered in their report, which was read. 
Adjourned until to-morrow morning at ten o'clock. 



Wednesday, May 4 th. 

The general meeting met according to adjournment. 
Present: — Major General Mifflin, vice-president general. 
From Massachusetts : Major General Knox, 

Lieutenant Colonel Hull. 
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Connecticut : Brigadier General Wyllisi, 

Lieutenant Colonel Talmadge. 

Rhode Island : Major Dexter. 

New York : Lieutenant Colonel Lawrence, 

Captaiu Watson. 

New Jersey : Major Bloomfield, 

Captain Dayton, 
Captain Ogden. 

Pennsylvania : Brigadier General Stewart, 

Lieutenant Colonel Murray. 
The Honorable Thomas McKean. 

Delaware : Major McKennan, 

Major Patten. 

Maryland : Lieutenant Colonel Howard, 

Major Davidson. 

Virginia : Major General Weedon. 

Lieutenant Colonel Howard produced a certificate of the treasurer of 
the State Society of Maryland, relative to the appointment of its dele- 
gates, which, being read, was accepted. 

The following resolve, which was submitted to the general meeting 
yesterday for consideration, being discussed, was unanimously accepted: 

Resolved^ That in the opinion of this extra general meeting the present 
representation of the several State Societies is not sufficient to make and 
finally establish such alterations as may be thought necessary in the con- 
stitution of the Cincinnati, conformably to the resolution and recom- 
mendation of the general meeting of the 4th of May, 1790. 

On motion, 

Besoloedf unanimously, That the several State Societies be strongly 
enjoined to send forward a full representation to the next triennial 
general meeting, to be held in the city of Philadelphia on the first Mon- 
day of May, 1793, fully empowered to agree upon and finally establish 
all such alterations as may be thought necessary in the general constitu- 
tion of the Cincinnati. 

On motion, 

Eesoloed, That it be recommended to the State Societies to resolve 
that any amendments or alterations in the institution of the Society of 
the Cincinnati, which may be concurred in by the representatives of nine 
State Societies in the next general meeting, shall be obligatory upon 
them and inviolably observed by every State Society, although not 
therein represented, and to transmit such resolve, duly authenticated, to 
the secretary-general. 

On motion, 
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Resolved^ That the applications of all French gentlemen on the files of 
the general meeting for admission as members of the Cincinnati be re- 
ferred to the Count d'Estaing, Count de Rochambeau, or the Marquis de 
la Fayette, agreeably to the resolve of the 4th of May, 1790. 

On motion, 

Resolved^ That a committee of three be appointed to consider what 
further measures may be necessary for the security of the funds. 

Whereupon the Honorable Thomas McKean, Lieutenant Colonel Law- 
rence and Major Bloomfield were appointed for that purpose. 

Adjourned until to-morrow morning, ten o'clock. 



Thursday, May 5th. 

The general meeting assembled according to adjournment 
Present : — Major General Mifflin, vice-president-generaL 

Massachusetts: Major General Knox. 

Rhode Island : Lieutenant Colonel Hull. 

Connecticut : Brigadier General Wyllis, 

Lieutenant Colonel Talmadge. 

New York : Lieutenant Colonel Lawrence, 

Captain Watson. 

New Jersey : Major Bloomfield, 

Captain Dayton, 
Captain Ogden. 

Pennsylvania : Brigadier General Stewart, 

The Honorable Thomas McKean, 
Lieutenant Colonel Murray. 

Delaware: Major Patten, 

Major McKennan, 
Doctor Tilton. 

Maryland : Lieutenant Colonel Howard, 

Major Davidson. 

Virginia : Major General Weedon. 

The committee appointed yesterday relative to the funds presented a 
report, which, being read and amended, was accepted ; whereupon. 

Resolved^ That it is the opinion of this extra general meeting that it 
woold be expedient for the State Societies to take proper measures for 
obtaining acts of incorporation, so far as may relate to securing to each 
State Society respectively their funds for the charitable objects for which 
they were designed ; and that the proper mode of disposing of the same 
woald be by loaning their certificates in the loan offices of their States 
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respectively, and of subscribing their funds, wherever it may be conve- 
nient, to the Bank of the United States. 

On motion, 

Benolvedj That the secretary-general have the proceedings of the 
present extra general meeting printed and transmitted to the several 
State Societies ; and, at the same time, that he iu a letter inform them 
that it is the wish of this general meeting that the several objects recom- 
mended receive an early and serious attention. 

The general meeting then adjourned sine die. 

A true copy of the minutes. 

H. KNOX, 

Secretary- Oeneral. 



1793 

PROCEEDINGS 

OF THB 

FouKTH Triennial General Meeting op the 

Cincinnati, 

ASSEMBLED IN THE CITY OP PHILADELPHIA 

On the Sixth Day op May 1793. 



Present:— Major General Thomas Mifflin, vice-president-general. 
Delegates from the State Societies : 

Prom Massachasetts : Major General Henry Knox. 
Rhode Island : Doctor Isaac Senter. 

Connecticut : Brigadier General Samuel W jllis, 

Colonel Benjamin Talmadge. 
Pennsylvania : Colonel Prancis Murray. 

The above not being a quorum for business the delegates adjourned 
until to-morrow, twelve o'clock. 



May 7th. 

Present : — The members as above recited, and also 

Prom New Jersey : Major Joseph Bloomfield. 

Pennsylvania : Brigadier General Walter Stewart, 

Major William Macpherson. 
Maryland : Major Christopher Richmond. 

South Carolina : Doctor Joseph Hall Ramsay. 

A representation of seven State Societies being assembled the meeting 
proceeded to business. 

Upon examining the proceedings of the several State Societies which 
had been transmitted to the secretary-general, it appeared that only five 
State Societies had signified their assent to the recommendation of the 
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extra general meeting of the fourth of May, 1791 /' that the representation 
of nine State Societies should be authorized to alter and amend the insti- 
tution of the Cincinnati, and that such alteration and amendments should 
be inviolably observed by every State Society, although not therein 
represented," besides which the difficulties which oppose themselves to a 
full representation being considered, it was upon a motion being made 
and seconded, unanimously 

Besolved, That the several State Societies of the Cincinnati be again 
strongly enjoined to send forward a full representation to the next triennial 
general meeting to be held in the city of Philadelphia, on the first Monday 
of May, 1796, fully empowered to agree upon and finally establish all such 
alterations as may be thought necessary in the general constitution of the 
Cincinnati; that it be recommended to the State Societies to resolve 
that any amendments or alterations in the institution of the Society of 
the Cincinnati, which may be concurred in by the representatives of seven 
State Societies in the next general meeting shall be obligatory upon them, 
and inviolably observed by every State Society, although not therein 
represented, and to transmit such resolve, duly authenticated, to the 
secretary-general. 

The meeting duly proceeded to the choice of the officers to serve the 
next ensuing three years, when the following persons were duly elected, 
to wit: 

Qeorge Washington, president-general. 
Thomas Miffiin, vice-president-general. 
Henry Knox, secretary-general. 
William Macpherson, assistant secretary-general. 

The meeting having finished the business before them, adjourned sine 
die. 

A true copy from the minutes. 

H. KNOX. 



1796 

PROCEEDmGS 

OF THE 

Fifth Triennial General Meeting or the 

Cincinnati, 

assembled in the city of philadelphia, 
On the 2d of May, 1796. 



Present: — Major General Thomas Mifflin, vice-president. 
From Connecticut: 



Rhode Island : 
New Jersey : 



Captain Ephr. Kirb}', 
Colonel Benjamin Talmadge. 

Colonel John S. Dexter. 

General Bloomfield, 
General John Beatty, 
Ellas Boudinot, Esq. 

Major William Jackson. 

Doctor Thomas H. McCalla, 
Doctor Thomas Tudor Tucker, 
Captain John Markland. 

There not being a sufficient number of States represented to form a 
quorum, adjourned until to-morrow, at twelve o'clock. 



Pennsylvania: 
South Carolina: 



May 3d. 
Present: — Major General Thomas Mifflin, vice-president. 



From Connecticut: 

Rhode Island : 
New Jersey : 



Captain Ephr. Eirby, 
Colonel Benjamin Talmadge. 

Colonel J. S. Dexter. 

General Bloomfield, 
General John Beatty, 
Colonel Aaron Ogden, 
Elias Boudinot, Esq. 
(55) 
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Pennsylvania : Hon. Thomas McKean, 

Hon. R. Peters, 
General S. Moylan, 
Major W. Jackson. 

Soath Carolina : Doctor Thomas H. McCalla, 

Doctor Thomas Tudor Tucker, 
Captain John Markland 

There not being a suflScient number of States represented to form a 
quorum, adjourned until to-morrow, at eleven o^clock. 



Rhode Island : 
New Jersey : 



May 4th. 

Present: — Major General Thomas MiflSin, vice-president. 

From Connecticut : Captain Ephr. Kirby, 

Colonel Talmadge. 

Colonel J. S. Dexter. 

General Bloomfield, 
Elias Boudinot, Esq., 
Colonel A. Ogden. 

Hon. Thomas McKean, 
Hon. R. Peters, 
General Moylan, 
Major W. Jackson. 

Doctor Thomas H. McCalla, 
Doctor Thomas Tudor Tucker, 
Captain Markland. 

Adjourned. General Bloomfield moved. 



Pennsylvania : 



South Carolina: 



May 5th. 
Present: — Major General Mifflin, vice-president. 



From Connecticut: 

Rhode Island : 
New Jersey: 



Pennsylvania : 



Captain E. Kirby, 
Colonel Talmadge. 

Colonel J. S. Dexter. 

General Bloomfield, 
Elias Boudinot, Esq., 
Colonel A. Ogden. 

Hon. Thomas McKean, 
Hon. R. Peters, 
General S. Moylan, 
Major W. Jackson. 
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South Carolina : Doctor Thomas H. McCalla, 

Doctor Thomas Tudor Tucker, 
Captain Markland, 
Lieutenant James Kennedy. 

Only five State Societies were represented at the triennial meeting in 
May, 1796. The delegates to this meeting addressed the following circu- 
lar letter to the several State Societies : 

Philadelphia, May 6th, 1796. 

" To the President of the State Society of the Cincinnati. 

'^ Sir: — ^The General Society of the Cincinnati, convened agreeably to the 
original constitution, regret the necessity by which they are compelled to 
address the State Societies in the language of complaint and remonstrance ; 
but anxious to perpetuate the benevolent motives by which the officers of 
the American army were actuated at the triumphant close of an arduous 
eight years' contest, they cannot forbear remarking on the supine, and, 
as they conceive, reprehensible conduct of the State Societies, in thus 
repeatedly neglecting their representations in the general meeting. 

'* Representatives only from the Societies of Rhode Island, Connecticut, 
New Jersey, Pennsylvania and South Carolina, have met at this time ; 
and being incompetent to any other purposes of their appointment than 
the choice of officers for the ensuing three years, they are obliged, after 
several days unavailing attendance, to adjourn. 

'^ The inconvenience to delegates, who are sent from remote parts of the 
Union, and the expense incurred by these fruitless attempts to transact 
the business of the Society, are lost in the more important consideration 
that the very existence of the Society is endangered by the continued in- 
attention of the State Societies, which inattention is by some, and not 
without apparent cause, construed into a designed dereliction of the in- 
stitution itself. 

'^ The objects of the triennial meetings of 1790 and 1793, and of the extra 
meetings of 1788 and 1791, have all failed, from this unaccountable apathy 
on the part of some of the State Societies ; and even the proposed altera- 
tion of the constitution, which was deemed of sufficient importance to 
have claimed the immediate and animated attention of every State Society, 
has shared the fate of other propositions, and remains yet undetermined. 

^' To facilitate the discussion of this primary object, and to render the 
final decision thereon as certain and convenient as possible, it was pro- 
posed to the State Societies, by the general meeting in 1793, that they 
should pass resolutions, to be transmitted to the secretary-general, de- 
claring the consent of seven States, in general meeting, competent to 
make such alterations in the original constitution, as should be thought 
advantageous and necessary. It is painful to observe that answers from 
five State Societies only have yet been made to this interesting communi- 
cation. 



58 



" The delegates to the present general meeting actuated by the spirit of 
their constituents, and alarmed at the indifference which has hitherto 
prevailed, beg leave most earnestly to solicit the attention of such State 
Societies, as have heretofore neglected it, to this important object ; and 
they recommend that every exertion be made toward completing the 
State representations in the next triennial general meeting, and to guard 
against the consequence of any failure therein, it is requested that the 
several State Societies would, in the intermediate time, transmit their 
resolutions, relative to the requisition of 1793, to the secretary-general. 

*^ When the objects contemplated in this recommendation and request 
are considered, when it is understood that the means of improving the 
intercourse between State and general meetings, a final decision on the 
constitution, and even the duration of the Society, may depend on what 
is now to be done by the State Societies, the general meeting cannot but 
be persuaded of a prompt and effectual compliance with what they here 
respectfully propose, and anxiously enjoin upon their brethren of the 
State Societies. 

"THOMAS MIFFLIN, 

Vice- President, 

" Rhode Island : 

" Connecticut : 



" New Jersey : 



" Pennsylvania ; 



*^ South Carolina : 



John S. Dexteb. 

Ephraim Kirbt, 
Benjamin Talmadoe. 

Elias Boudinot, 
Aaron Ogden, 
Joseph Bloomfjeld. 

Thomas McKean, 
Stephen Moylan, 
RiOHARD Peters, 
William Jackson. 

Thomas H. McCalla, 
Thomas Tudor Tuoker, 
James Kennedt, 
John Markland. " 
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1799 

PROCEEDINGS 



OF THE 



Sixth Triennial General Meeting of the 

Cincinnati, 

assembled in the city of philadelphia, 
Ojf Monday the Sixth of May, 1799. 



Present: — Major William Jackson, treasurer-general; Brigadier Gen- 
eral William Macpherson, assistant secretary-general. 

Delegates from the State Society of New Jersey : 

Brigadier General Jonathan Dayton, 
Colonel Aaron Ogden, 
Brigadier General Beatty, 
Major General J. Bloomfield. 

Delegates from the State Society of Pennsylvania : 

General Moylan, 
Colonel Johnston, 
Colonel Pickering. 

There not being a sufficient number of delegates to form a quorum, 
adjourned to meet to-morrow morning at eleven o'clock. 



Tuesday, May Hh. 

Present : — Officers of the General Society and delegates from the State 
Societies as yesterday. Adjourned to meet to-morrow morning at eleven 
o'clock. 



Wednesday, May 8th. 

Present:— Officers of the General Society and delegates from the State 
Societies as yesterday. 

(59) 
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A letter fVom General Knox, secretary-general, dated at Boston, 
November 6th, 1798, inclosing a letter from the State Society of South 
Carolina, was laid before the meeting but not acted on, the members 
present not conceiving themselves competent to transact any other busi- 
ness than to elect officers for the ensuing three years. 

It was moved by General Dayton, seconded by General Beatty, that 
when the General Society adjourn, they adjourn to meet in the city of 
Philadelphia, on the first Monday in May next 

The members present then proceeded to the election of officers for the 
ensuing three years, when it appeared from the ballots that the following 
gentlemen were duly elected : 

General George Washington, president-general. 

Major General Alexander Hamilton, vice-president-general. 

Major William Jackson, secretary-general. 

Brigadier General William Macpherson, treasurer-general. 

Dr. Nathan Dorsey, assistant secretary-general. 

It was resolved that the secretary-general be instructed to write to the 
presidents of the several State Societies, transmitting a copy of the letter 
which was addressed to the State Societies by the delegates to the last 
general meeting, and urging in the most pointed terms the necessity of a 
particular attention to the objects therein enjoined. 

Adjourned. 
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1800 

At an Adjoukned Meeting of the CiNcriorATi 

held m the city of philadelphia, 

On Monday, the Fifth Day of May, 1800. 



Present : — Major William Jackson, secretary-general. 

Delegate from the State Society of Rhode Island : 

Rev. Dr. Hitchcock. 

From the State Society of Connecticut : 

General Huntington, 
Colonel Talmadge. 

From the State Society of New Jersey : 

General Bloomfield. 

From the State Society of Pennsylvania : 

Colonel Pickering, 
Mr. Biddle, 
Mr. Peters. 

From the State Society of South Carolina: 

Captain Markland. 

Adjourned to meet this evening at six o'clock. 



Monday, May 5th, six o'clock, p. m. 

Present: — Major William Jackson, secretary-general, and delegates 
from the State Societies : 

From Massachusetts : General Shepherd. 

Connecticut : General Huntington, 

Colonel Talmadge. 

New Jersey : General Dayton, 

General Bloomfield. 
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From Pennsylvania : 



Maryland : 
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Colonel Pickering, 
Mr. Biddle, 
Mr. Bingham, 
Mr. Peters. 

General Howard, 
General Smith. 



Adjourned to meet to-morrow evening at six o'clock 



Tuesday, May 6th 

Present : — Major William Jackson, secretary-general. 
Delegates : 



Massachusetts : 

Rhode Island : 
Connecticut : 

New York : 
New Jersey : 



Pennsylvania : 



Maryland : 



South Carolina: 



General Shepherd, 
Mr. Edwards. 

Rev. Dr. Hitchcock. 

General Huntington, 
Colonel Talmadge. 

Colonel Lawrence. 

General Dayton, 
General Bloomfield, 
General Beatty. 

General Moylan, 
Colonel Pickering, 
Mr. Bingham, 
Mr. Biddle, 
Mr. Peters. 

General Howard, 
General Smith. 

Major Pinckney, 
Captain Markland. 



Colonel Pickering was chosen chairman of the meeting. 

Credentials from the following State Societies to their delegates to the 
present general meeting were read and filed: Massachusetts, Rhode 
Island, Connecticut, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Maryland, and South 
Carolina. 

The proceedings of the last general meeting were read. 

The following circular letter from the secretary-general to the presidents 
of the several States Societies, transmitting a copy of the letter which 
was addressed by the general meeting of May 1796, to the State Societies, 
was laid before the meeting : 
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" Phtladblphia, May 24th, 1799. 

'^ Sir : — In pursuance of an instruction by the delegates who attended 
the last general meeting of the Cincinnati, I do myself the honor to 
transmit to you a copy of the letter, which was addressed by the general 
meeting of 1796, to the several State Societies, which you will be pleased 
to lay before your State Society at their next annual meeting. 

^^ It is intended by again submitting this interesting letter to the con- 
sideration of the State Societies, to call their attention, in the most earnest 
manner, to the important objects which it enjoins. 

^^ The delegates to the general meeting, appointed to be held in this 
city on the first Monday of the present month, not constituting a quorum 
to transact any other business than the election of officers for the ensuiug 
three years, resolved to adjourn the general meeting to the first Monday 
in May next, and to request that the several State Societies would appoint 
and instruct delegates to attend at the city of Philadelphia on that day. 

^* It was supposed that every doubt of a full representation and punctual 
attendance might be obviated by suggesting to the State Societies the 
expediency of appointing such of their members as would be attendant 
on the Federal Government, delegates to the general meeting of the Cin- 
cinnati, which is to be held in this city on the first Monday in May next. 

^' Permit me to solicit your particular attention to this communication, 
and to assure yon of the respectful attachment with which 

" I have the honor to be, sir, 

^^ Your faithful and obedient servant, 

"WILLIAM JACKSON, 

'* Secretary- General of the Cincinnati." 

It was moved by Mr. Bingham and seconded by General Bloomfield, 
that a respectful testimonial to the memory of General Washington be 
entered on the records of the General Society of the Cincinnati, which 
which was unanimously agreed to, and Mr. Bingham, Major Pinckney 
and General Dayton were appointed a committee to prepare and report 
the same. 

On motion, General Bloomfield, Dr. Hitchcock and General Huntington 
were appointed a committee to examine the records of the Society, and 
to report to this meeting the state of the institution. 

Adjourned to meet to-morrow evening at five o'clock. 



Wednesday, May 7th. 

Present: — Colonel Pickering, chairman; Major Jackson, secretary- 
general ; General Macpherson, treasurer-general, and delegates as yester- 
day. 
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The credentials from the New York State Society to their delegates 
were read and filed. 

Mr. Bingham, from the committee appointed for that purpose, reported 
the following testimonial of respect to the memory of General Wash- 
ington, which was twice read, unanimously agreed to and ordered to be 
entered on the records of the Society as the first act of the present general 
meeting after its organization : 

^' Under the most profound impression of veneration and afiection, the 
Society of the Cincinnati, at a general meeting, are called upon to express 
the mournful tribute of their sorrow, at that awful dispensation of Prov- 
idence, which has recently removed from their councils, their much 
revered and lamented president-general. 

^' The arduous, though successful struggle which terminated in estab- 
lishing the liberties of our country, and in which they fought under his 
banners, and shared with him the dangers and toils of the field, attached 
him to this Society, by ties of the most intimate and endearing nature. 
His valor and prudence seemed to control the events of war, led the 
American armies to victory, and achieved the independence of their 
country. Whilst mingling their tears with those of their fellow-citizens, 
they are naturally impelled to pour out the effusions of a deeper regret, 
for the irreparable loss which they have sustained. 

*^ But it is not only in their relationship to this illustrious character, as 
soldiers, that the Society of the Cincinnati have cause to deplore his 
loss. 

^^ When the storm of war had ceased to rage, and the blessings of 
peace had been restored, their country was suffering under the weakness 
of a confederation, which threatened the existence of that union, which 
their joint efforts in arms had so essentially contributed to establish. 

^^ With his auspicious co-operation, a constitution was formed, cal- 
culated, by its wisdom and energy, to redeem us from that prostrate 
state to which we had been reduced, and to restore that reputation 
which our country had lost, from the imbecility of the old system. The 
administration of the government was committed to his care, and his 
country will ever hold in grateful remembrance the infiexible virtue and 
fortitude with which he conducted its affairs, and saved it from the effects 
of domestic faction and foreign intrigue. 

'' After a second retirement from the active scenes of public life, in 
which his merits as a statesman rivaled his fame as a soldier, his country, 
at the approach of danger, again required his services. The crisis was 
important, and the situation delicate; a nation which had mingled its 
blood with ours in the defence of our liberties, had now assumed a hostile 
appearance ; a war from this unexpected quarter threatened the peace of 
our country. 
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" Washington, who never hesitated when urged by a sense of duty, 
obeyed the call of the government. He again abandoned his beloved 
retirement, hazarded a reputation, consummate in every point of view, 
and assumed command of the armies. His military companions, who 
had frequently witnessed the magnanimity of his conduct in seasons of 
adversity, as well as of triumph, felt the full force of their country's 
appeal to arms, whilst Washington was their leader. 

'^ In this momentous crisis of our affairs, by the inscrutable decrees of 
Heaven, he was snatched from America and the world. 

" Under this pressure of calamity, which more peculiarly operates 
upon the sensibilities of this Society, their only consolation is derived 
from the animating reflection, that although he is summoned to the en- 
joyment of the happy destinies of a future state, the bright example of 
his virtues and talents will still survive, and the inheritance of his name 
prove a future incentive to heroes and legislators, who will strive to 
emulate his fame and merit the glory he has acquired." 

General Bloomfield, from the committee appointed to examine the 
records of the Society and report to this meeting the state of the insti- 
tution, made report as follows : — 

'^ The committee appointed to examine the records of the Society, and 
to report to this meeting the state of the institution, as relative to the 
alteration of the constitution, which was proposed by the general meeting 
held in the city of Philadelphia in the year 1784, beg leave to report: 

" That on inspecting the documents in the possession of the secretary- 
general they do not And that any additional communications have been 
made from the several State Societies, since the circular letter from the 
general meeting of 1796, on the subject of the proposed alteration above 
referred to. 

'^ From the silence which the State Societies have observed, after the 
pressing circular let ers of the general meeting, your committee are led 
to conclude, that they do not accede to the proposed reform ; and your 
committe conceive therefrom that they are authorized to report to the 
general meeting: — 

^^ That the institution of the Society of the Cincinnati remains as it was 
originally proposed and adopted by the officers of the American army, 
at their cantonments on the banks of the Hudson River, in 1783. 

^^ Joseph Bloomfield, '\ 

" Enos Hitchcock, ^ Committee. 

"Eben. Huntington, ) 

" May 7th, 1800." 

Which report, on motion of General Smith, seconded by Colonel 
Lawrence, was unanimously adopted. 
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It was moved by Major Pinckney, seconded by General Howard, 
that a majority of the State Societies, which shall convene in general 
meeting, is competent to recommend alterations in the constitution, 
which alterations being afterwards assented to by seven State Societies, 
shall be binding on all the State Societies : Provided, the consent to such 
alterations be reported by the Societies agreeing to the same, to the next 
general meeting. 

The ayes and noes on the foregoing resolutions being taken by State 
Societies, are as follows : — 

Massachusetts, No. 

Rhode Island, No. 

Connecticut, No. 

New York, No. 

New Jersey, No. 

Pennsylvania, No. 

Maryland, Divided. 

South Carolina, Divided. 

So it passed in the negative. 

It was moved by General Huntington, seconded by General Bloomfield, 
that at every general meeting, after the credentials of the respective 
members shall have been read, the secretary-general shall read the rules 
and regulations for conducting the business of the general meeting, as 
adopted May, 1787, previous to any other business; which passed in the 
affirmative. 

On motion, the meeting proceeded to the election of a president-general 
to supply the vacancy occasioned by the death of General Washington, 
when Major General Alexander Hamilton was unanimously chosen presi- 
dent-general. 

The meeting proceeded to elect a vice-president-general in the room of 
General Hamilton, when Major General Charles Cotes worth Pinckney 
was unanimously chosen vice-president-general. 

On motion of General Smith, seconded by General Huntington, it was 

Resolved, That the next meeting of the General Society be held 
at the seat of the Government of the United States on the first Monday 
of May, 1802. 

Adjourned. 

W. JACKSON, 

Secretary- Oeneral, 



1802 

At a Triennial Meeting op the Society of the 

Cincinnati, 

convened at the city op washington, in the district 

op columbia, 

On Monday, the Third Day of May, A. D. 1802. 



Present from the State of 

Massachusetts : Major Oeneral Wm. Shepherd. 

Rhode Island : Colonel William Peck. 

Connecticut : Colonel Benjamin Talmadge. 

New Jersey : Colonel Aaron Ogden. 

Pennsylvania : Major General Wm. Irvine, 

Major General Andrew Porter. 

Maryland : Colonel John E. Howard, 

General Samuel Smith. 

At ten o'clock a. m. the meeting was opened at the capitol, six State 
Societies only being represented. 

Voted that this meeting be adjourned to two o'clock this afternoon, 
then to convene at this place. 



Met according to adjournment. 

Present : — The same delegates as before. 

Voted to adjourn and to meet again at the same place at eight o'clock 
this evening 



Met according to adjournment. 

Present : — The same delegates as before. 

Voted that a president and secretary pro tempore be chosen at this 
time. Major General Irvine was accordingly chosen president pro tern,, 
and Colonel William Peck, secretary pro tern. 

The meeting being now formed proceeded to boBinesSb 

(67) 



68 

Resolved^ That the general meeting of the Society of the Cincinnati 
will now proceed to the choice of officers to serve for three years, and 
that same be done by ballot. 

A ballot was accordingly had, and on counting the votes it appeared 
that the following gentlemen were unanimously elected to fill the offices 
annexed to their names, respectively : 

Major General Alexander Hamilton, president-general. 

Major General Charles Cotesworth Pinckney, vice-president-general. 

Major William Jackson, secretary-general. 

Major William Dent Beall, assistant-secretary-general. 

Brigadier General William Macpherson, treasurer-general. 

Resolved^ That this meeting be adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow 
morning, then to convene at the same place. 



May 4th. 

The delegates having met according to adjournment, 

Resolved, That the next triennial general meeting of the Society of the 
Cincinnati be held at the city of Philadelphia, on the first Monday of May, 
Anno Domini 1805. 

The delegates of the Society of the Cincinnati convened at this time, 
have to regret the great inattention of many of the State Societies in not 
sending a representation to the triennial meetings, by which neglect the 
business of the Society (except the appointment of their officers), must 
necessarily be postponed, and that harmony and friendship, the basis of 
the institution, inevitably decline. 

Resolved^ Therefore that they do most earnestly recommend to those 
State Societies which have been thus remiss in sending delegates to the 
general meetings, that they by no means omit having a representation 
from their several Societies at the next triennial meeting, as upon this 
general representation depends the existence of that friendship which 
was '' formed under the pressure of common danger, and in many instances 
cemented by the blood of the parties." 

Resolved^ That the secretary pro tern, be requested to send copies of 
the proceedings of this general meeting to the officers thus appointed for 
the General Society of the Cincinnati. 

Resolvedj That the secretary-general be requested to enter the foregoing 
proceedings on the records of the General Society, and that he transmit a 
copy of the same to each of the States Societies. 

Resolved^ That this meeting do adjourn without day. 

Attest: 

W. PECK, 

Secretary pro tern, 

Washington, May 4th, 1802. 



1805 

At a Triennial General Meeting of the Society 

OP the Cincinnati, 

convened at the city op PHILA.DELPHIA, 

On Monday, May 6th, 1806. 



Present : — Major Jackson, secretary-general. 

Prom Pennsylvania: General MoylaD, 

General Porter. 

South Carolina : Captain Markland. 
Adjoamed until to-morrow twelve o'clock. 



Tuesday, May Tth. 

The Society met pursuant to adjournment. 
Present: — Major Jackson, secretary-general. 
From Rhode Island : Colonel Lyman. 

New York : Mr. Watson. 

New Jersey : General B. Dayton. 

Pennsylvania: General Moylan, 

General Porter. 

South Carolina : Captain Markland. 

The Society proceeded to the choice of a president, when General 
Dayton was requested to take the chair. 

The following credentials were produced and directed to be received 
and lodged with the secretary-general. 

The Society adjourned to meet at five o'clock this afternoon. 
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Five p. M. 

The meeting convened agreeably to adjoamment. 

Present : — General Dayton, president ; Major Jackson, secretary-general. 

From Rhode Island : Colonel Lyman. 

New York : Mr. Watson. 

Pennsylvania : General Moylan, 

General Porter. 

South Carolina : Captain Markland. 

The meeting proceeded to the choice of officers for the ensuing three 
years, and the ballots being taken the following gentlemen were unani- 
mously elected : 

General Charles Cotesworth Pinckney, president-general. 

General Henry Knox, vice-president-general. 

Major William Jackson, secretary-general. 

Major William Dent Beall, assistant secretary-general. 

General William Macpherson, treasurer-general. 

On motion, 

Resolved^ That the secretary-general communicate the proceedings of 
the general meeting to the officers of the general meeting, and to the 
respective State Societies, and that the names of the officers elected at 
this meeting be published. 

Reaolved^ That the next triennial meeting of the General Society of the 
Cincinnati be held at the city of Philadelphia, on the fifth Monday of. 
May, in the year 1808. 

The meeting then adjourned sine die. 



1811 

At a Meeting of Delegates prom the State 
Societies op the Cikcinnati to the 

General Society, 

held in the city of PHILADELPHIA, JULY 4TH. 1811. 



Present : 

From New York: Colonel B. Livingston, 

Major Fowler. 

Pennsylvania : Major W. Jackson, 

Charles Biddle, Esq., 
Horace Binney, Esq. 

South Carolina : Colonel Morris, 

Captain Markland. 

It was moved and seconded that the meeting proceed to the election 
of officers of the General Society of the Cincinnati for the ensaing three 
years ; and, the ballots being taken, it appeared that the following gen- 
tlemen were unanimously elected for the ensuing three years : 

Major General C. C. Pinckney, president-general. 
Major General J. Brooks, vice-president general. 
Mi^or W. Jackson, secretary -general. 
Brigadier General Macpherson, treasurer-general. 

Adjourned, to meet at Philadelphia on the first Wednesday in August 
next. 



At a meeting of the General Society of the Cincinnati, 
held by adjournment, at Philadelphia, August 7th, 1811. 

Present: — General C. C. Pinckney, president-general; Major W. Jack- 
son, secretary-general ; General Macpherson, treasurer-general. 

Delegates : 

From New Jersey, credentials produced : 

Doctor Boudinot, 
General Gumming, 
General Beatty, 
General Giles. 
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From Pennsylvania: Mr. Biddle, 

Mr. Binney. 

South Carolina : Colonel Morris, 

Captain Markland. 

Adjourned to meet to-morrow, at half past ten o'clock. 



Thursday, August 8th. 

Present : — Officers and delegates as yesterday. 

The president-general reported to the General Society, 

That the diamond insignia of the Order of the Cincinnati which had 
been presented by the marine officers of France, who were members of 
the Society, to His Excellency General Washington — and by the heirs of 
the general had been sent to General Hamilton, was delivered to him 
(General Pinckncy) by Mrs. Hamilton — and as he conceived that this 
testimonial of respect for the immortal Washington, which his heirs had 
delivered to General Hamilton, and Mrs. Hamilton had been pleased to 
confide to him, as president-general of the Society, ought, in respectful 
remembrance of her flattering distinction, to be hereafter considered as 
appurtenant to the office of president-general, he requested that this 
memorandum might be inserted on the records of the General Society. 

Whereupon it was unanimously 

Besolved^ That the respectful and affectionate thanks of the General 
Society of the Cincinnati be presented to Mrs. Hamilton for this highly 
acceptable present ; and that the wish of the president-general, expressed 
in his memorandum, is respectfully acceded to by the Society. 

It was moved by Dr. Boudinot, seconded by General Beatty, that a 
committee of three members be appointed to ascertain the present situa- 
tion of the several State Societies, and to make report to the General 
Society; and Dr. Boudinot, Major Jackson and Mr. Binney were ap- 
pointed the committee. 

Adjourned to meet to-morrow morning, at half-past ten o'clock. 



Friday, August 9th. 

Present : — Officers and delegates as yesterday. 

The following report was read and unanimously agreed to, and it was 
ordered that the circular letter be signed by the president and secretary- 
general in behalf of the delegates : 

*^ In obedience to the resolve of the General Society, which instructs your 
committee ' to ascertain the present situation of the several State Socie- 
ties of the Cincinnati,' your committee beg leave to report that, as far as 
their limited enquiry extends, it appears, on the information of some of 
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its members, that a portioo of the members of the Delaware State Society 
of the Cincinnati have dissolved that Society and distributed its funds ; 
and, on less authenticated information, it would also seem that portions of 
the members of the Connecticut and Virginia State Societies of the Cin- 
cinnati have also dissolved their Societies and diverted their funds from 
the purposes to which they were originally pledged ; and that the other 
State Societies of the Cincinnati continue under the original constitution, 
as agreed on by the officers of the American army on the banks of the 
Hudson, in the year 1783. 

'* Your committee beg leave further to report that, under a considera- 
tion of these circumstances, they think it advisable to address a letter 
from the General Society of the Cincinnati to the respective State Socie- 
ties ; the following draught of which they respectfully submit : 

'ELIAS BOUDINOT, 

" Chairman of Committee, 

" and in their behalf. ^^ 

CIRCULAR LETTER. 

** To the State Society of th£ Cincinnati : 

*' Urged by all the considerations which an endeared remembrance of 
the causes which led to the organization of the Society of the Cincinnati 
can suggest, and under an ardent wish to perpetuate the benevolent ob- 
jects for which it was instituted, the delegates to the General Society, 
now convened at Philadelphia, have resolved, without reserve, to com- 
municate the sentiments with which they are deeply impressed to the 
several State Societies. 

^' It is with extreme regret they state that the apprehension heretofore 
entertained, and often expressed, that the neglect on the part of several 
State Societies to appoint delegates to the General Society would be pro- 
ductive of the most serious consequences, is alarmingly realized by the 
inconsiderate act of a portion of the members of one or more State 
Societies, in dissolving their official connection as members of the Cin- 
cinnati, and in distributing those funds which had long ceased to be indi- 
vidual property, or liable to any but their original appropriation. An act 
such as this most evidently involves a departure from the solemn engage- 
ment, entered into on the banks of the Hudson, to perpetuate the insti- 
tution, and to preserve, unalienated and unimpaired, those funds which 
had been sacredly devoted to the relief of distressed members and their 
families. That this deeply regretted cessation of intercourse between the 
General and State Societies has been the influential cause of these errors 
is our most serious conviction ; and that the best corrective of these un- 
constitutional proceedings will be found in the immediate renewal of that 
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endeared intercourse, no one who indulges the recollection of the scenes 
that passed in the service of our beloved country can for a moment hesi- 
tate to believe. 

^* It is, therefore, most earnestly recommended to the several State 
Societies that they would not only appoint delegates to attend the next 
meeting of the General Society, which will be held at Philadelphia on the 
second Tuesday of September, 1812, but that they would enjoin their 
punctual attendance, as the most efficient means of restoring that har 
mony which ought forever to subsist between men who, as faithful com- 
rades in honor and misfortune, must anxiously desire, by the continuance 
of this Society, to transmit a grateful remembrance of their union, and 
of those services by which the national claim to sovereignty and iode- 
pendence was established. 

^'Done in General Society of the Cincinnati, at Philadelphia, Au- 
gust 9, 1811, by unanimous order. 

"CHARLES COTESWOKTH PIXCKNEY, 

'* Prettfdent'OeveraL 

**W. Jackson, 

Secretary- OeneraL" 

And the following resolve was unanimouslj' agreed to : 

Resolved^ That the secretary-general be instructed to forward the pre- 
ceding letter to the presidents of the respective State Societies, or to 
such member thereof as will cause it to be laid before the said Societies, 
requesting, at the same time, that such information relative to the funds, 
members and officers of the said Societies as can be conveniently fur- 
nished may be forwarded to the secretary-general. 

Resolved^ That a certificnte, under the signature of the president- 
general, and countersigned by the secretary-general, issue to the Chevalier 
de Segond that ho was regularly admitted a member of the Society of 
the Cincinnati — this certificate being granted to replace his diploma, 
which had been lost. 

Adjourned to meet at Philadelphia on the second Tuesday of Septem- 
ber, 1813. 
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1812 

Memorandum : 

GENERAL MEETING 

HELD AT PHILADELPHIA, PA, 

7th, 8th, 9th and 10th Septembbk, 1812 



Four State Societies were represented, viz. : Pennsylvania, New York, 
South Carolina and New Jersey. The Societies of Massachusetts, Rhode 
Island, Connecticut and Maryland were notified that the meeting was 
adjourned to 29th September, 1812. 

When it again met, but three States only being represented — viz., 
Rhode Island, Pennsylvania and New Jersey — no business was done. — 
(Compiled from reports of New York and New Jersey delegates.) 



'' Major Jackson, 7 n i • 

" Wm Biddle, Esq. } Pennsylvania. 

" Gen'l Giles, \^ j 

" Major Richard Cox, f ^^"^ ''^"^y- 

'^ Captain Markland, So. Carolina. 

" Lebbeus Loomis, New York. 

^ Convened at the Mansion House, Phila., on Monday, Sept. Uh, only 
four States, as above, being represented. 

'^ Adjourned from day to day until Thursday, the 10th instant, when it 
was agreed to adjourn to meet at the same place on Thursday, the 29th 
Sept. instant, at eleven o'clock a. m. 

" The sec'y-general of the Society expects that Qenl Pinckney will 
arrive at Phila. this month, & has written circular letters to the presidents 
of the Societies of the Cincinnati of Massachusetts, Rhode Island & Mary- 
land, urging in the most pressing manner the necessity of their appointing 
delegates from their respective Societies to meet in Phila. on the 29th inst. 
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I now bsiKl you a copy of the proceedings of the Genernl Society of the 
Cincinnati in Phila. the last year ; And have only to add that I returned 
home this aftemooD, and am, 

" Very respectfully, 

" Yr. ob. serv't, 

"LEBBEUS LOOMIS. 

"Nbw Tobk, SatunJay, Sept. 12, 1812, 
" Col. R. Tabiok. 

Addressed. — " Colo. Ricb'd Varick, President of the Society of Cinciu- 

iiAli, State of New York." 
Endorsed.— "I2th Sept., 1812. Col. Libbs. Loomis. Report aa Delegate 

Glen'l Society." 



From 1813 to 1826 no meeliogB ot the Oeneral Bocieiy were held. The mem- 
ber»<, during IUb inierini, were principally revolutionary officers of advanced age, 
and no Bubject of particular importance to the 8ociety arose which seemed to 
require a meeting. Thedifflculty of traveling at that lime and the expense entailed 
on each Society in sending a repreaentation were the reasons why trlennia 
meeUngs were not then held. 



1825. 

Pursuant to notice from the Secretary-General of the 
Society of the Cincinnati, announcing the death of the 
President-General, the Vice-President-General, and 
the Treasurer- General, and appointing a Meeting of 
the Delegates from the several State Societies, in 
General Society, at the City of Philadelphia, on the 
first day of November, 1825. 

The delegates met at Philadelphia, November 1st, 1825. 

Colonel S. Dexter and Colonel Daniel Lyman, appeared as delegates 
from Rhode Island. 

Colonel Nicholas Fish and Colonel Robert Troup, appeared as delegates 
from New York. 

Major William Jackson, Doctor G. Stevenson and Colonel A. McLane, 
appeared as delegates from Pennsylvania. 

Captain John Markland, Captain William B. Shubrick and Lieatenant 
Edward Sbabrick, appeared as delegates from Soath Carolina. 

The certificates of appointment of the foregoing delegates in the several 
State Societies were examined and approved, and the delegates took their 
seats. 

The Society adjoamed to meet again this evening, at six o'clock. 



The Society met pursuant to adjournment. 

Present as before. 

Colonel Aaron Ogden and Colonel Joseph Warren Scott, appeared as 
delegates from New Jersey. The certificate of their appointment was 
examined and approved, and they took their seats. 

Major William Jackson was appointed chairman, and Colonel Joseph 
W. Scott was appointed secretary. 
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On motion 

Resolved^ That this Society postpone the appointment of their general 
officers until to-morrow. 

On motion 

Resolved^ That the Society will now enter into the consideration and 
discussion of the expediency of applying to Congress, in relation to the 
claims of the surviving officers of the Revolution on the justice of their 
country. 

Whereupon, after some discussion, on motion of Colonel Ogden, 
seconded by Colonel Fish, 

Resolved unanimoualy, That a committee be appointed to draw and 
present to Congress, a respectful memorial, setting forth the claims of 
justice, which the surviving officers of the Revolutionary army have on 
their country and its government, and praying that a law ma}' be passed 
for their relief. 

The committee appointed were Major Jackson, Colonel Lyman and 
Colonel Fish. 

On motion 

Resolved^ That a committee be appointed to inquire and report whether 
any, and what alterations in the constitution of this Society are expedient. 

Colonel Ogden and Colonel Dexter appointed the committee. 

On motion 

Resolved, That Captain Shubrick and Colonel Scott be a committee to 
draw up and report to this Society, a circular, to be addressed to the 
several State Societies. 

The Society adjourned, to meet to-morrow at noon. 

Major Jackson, from the committee on that subject, reported the 
draught of a memorial to Congress, on the part of the surviving officers 
of the Revolutionary Army. 

Ordered that the same be accepted ; ordered that it be signed by all 
the members present. 

Captain Shubrick, from the committee on that subject, reported a circu- 
lar letter to each of the State Societies. 

Ordered that it be accepted. 

CIRCULAR. 

" Sir : — The delegates from the several State Societies of the Cincin- 
nati, convened at Philadelphia on the first instant, in consequence of 
notice from the secretary-general, besides transacting the regular business 
before them, have determined to present a memorial to the Congress of the 
United States at its ensuing session, a copy of which accompanies this 
communication ; you will perceive that the object of the memorial is to 
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obtain an adjustment of the accounts of the surviving officers of the 
Revolutionary Array, and thereby secure to these time-worn patriots in 
their last days, the scanty provision which, though repeatedly pledged, 
has been unaccountably and unjustly withheld. 

^' As it is known to be the intention of some of the State Societies to 
present memorials on the same subject, and it is presumed all will unite 
in the good work, a copy of the memorial of the general convention is 
sent to the president of each of the State Societies, in order that all the 
memorials may assimulate in spirit, and as much as possible in form and 
phrase. — It is further suggested, that a schedule be subjoined to the 
memorial from each State, giving the name and age of each officer of the 
line of the State, now surviving." 

Ordered, that a committee be appointed to prepare and present a 
letter to the President of the United States — Major Jackson, Colonel 
Ogden and Colonel Troup: — and Major Jackson reported the following 
letter, which was adopted, and signed by all the delegates : 

'* To John Qtjincy Adams, President of the United States: 

" Sis :— Induced by the high estimation in which you are held by the 
surviving officers of the Revolutionary army, we presume to submit to 
your favorable attention the enclosed copy of a memorial in their behalf, 
addressed to the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States, and which will be presented at the ensuing session of Congress. 

" Entreating forgiveness of this freedom, we have the honor to be, with 
sentiments of the most respectful attachment, your faithful obedient 
servants. 

*' ' To the Honorable the Senate and the Honorable the House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States^ in Congress assembled : 

^''The memorial of the subscribers, delegates on behalf of the sur- 
viving officers of the Revolutionary Army, most respectfully showeth, 

^^ ' That authorized by the unrivaled prosperity of their free and happy 
country, and urged bj' every consideration of duty to themselves and of 
justice to the national character, they submit a renewal of their claim for 
the compensation which was stipulated as the reward of those services 
and sacrifices, which, without a boast, they may be allowed to say, con- 
tributed to secure the peace, happiness and sovereignty of the United 
States. 

^' ' Tour memorialists will not trespass on the delicacy of your honorable 
Houses by suggesting any specific settlement of their claim — assured, 
as they are, by the general sentiments of their fellow-citizens, that the 
liberality and justice of government will be conformed to the ample 
means which it possesses to fulfil the stipulations heretofore made — they 
will only take the liberty of referring to the acts of Congress which 
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record those stipulations, which, correctly construed, will satisfy the most 
accurate calculation, that up to the present time, the promised reward has 
not been realized by the surviving officers of the Revolutionary army. 

'^'The plain and irrefutable illustration of this fact, is found in the 
depreciation of their pay, the paper of which, was ultimately redeemed 
at one hundred for one— it is found in the commutation of the stipulated 
half pay for life, for five years full pay, the certificates of which, owing 
to the non-provision for the payment of interest, were depreciated to 
eight for one — it is found in funding the interest due on their certificates 
at three per cent., absorbing one-half the value of the principal— and it 
is found, in deferring the payment of one-third of the principal for ien 
years without interest. Under this statement of facts, the correctness 
of which cannot be contradicted, your memorialists confide in the liberal, 
just and prompt decision of government, for which they prefer the 
present application in behalf of themselves and their brother ofi^cers. 

'^ ' The lapse of near half a century having greatly reduced the number 
of officers of the Revolutionary army, and the youngest of the survivors 
now approaching bis seventieth year, your memorialists cannot doubt the 
disposition of your honorable Houses, to smooth the passage to the grave 
of the remaining few, who, but for the urgent necessity which compels 
this application, would have continued in their secluded situations, to 
contemplate the unexampled felicity of their favored country. 

" ' And your memorialists will ever pray.' " 

[Signed by all the Delegates.] 

The committee to whom was referred the subject of amendments to the 
constitution, beg leave to report the following, to be in force as soon as 
adopted, by all the State Societies in existence, and due notice thereof 
accordingly given by each respective Society, to the secretary or assistant 
secretary-general, as the case may be : 

First Amendment — That whenever a vacancy shall happen in regard 
to any of the ofiScers of the General Society, it shall be the duty of the 
secretary-general, or in case it should happen as to him, of the assistant 
secretary-general, to give notice accordingly to the president of each 
State Society, whose duty it shall be at their next anniversary meeting, 
to ballot for some suitable person to supply such vacancy, whose name 
shall be transmitted to such secretary or assistant secretary-general, as 
the case may be, who shall thereupon count up the votes, and the person 
who shall have a plurality of votes shall succeed to such vacancy, and in 
case of an equality of votes, the one of them who may be senior in age, 
shall be such successor. 

Second Amendment. — It shall be the duty of the oflScers of the General 
Society, to meet at the city of Philadelphia, on the first Monday in May, 
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at least once in every three years, according to their own appointment or 
a notice from the president-general, and they, or as many as shall convene 
shall be a board, under such rules as they may prescribe, to transact such 
business as might be transacted at a meeting of the General Society, and 
to call such general meetings as often as the exigencies of the Society 
may seem to require. 

The Society proceeded by ballot to the choice of officers, when it 
appeared that the following were elected : 

Major General Thomas Pinckney, of South Carolina, president-general. 

Colonel Aaron Ogden, of New Jersey, vice-president-general. 

Major Wm. Jackson, of Pennsylvania, secretar^'-general. 

Captain John Markland, of Penns3'lvania, assistant secretary-general. 

Colonel Allen McLane, of Delaware, treasurer-general. 

A. W. Johnston, Esq., of Pennsylvania, assistant treasurer-general. 

Attest : 

W. JACKSON, 

Chairman. 



1829 

At a Triennial Meeting of the General Society 

OP THE Cincinnati, 

CONVENED AT PHILADELPHIA, 

Monday, the 4th op May, A. D. 1829. 



Present: — The vice-president-general and Major Judah Alden, of 
Massachusetts. 

Adjonmed till the following day, at ten o'clock A. M. 



Tuesday, May 5th. 

The Society met agreeably to adjournment. 

Present: — The vice-president-geooral, assistant treasurer-general, assist- 
ant secretary-general, and the following delegates, viz. : — 

From Massachusetts : Major Judah Alden. 

New York : Major General Morgan Lewis, 

Major William Popham. 

New Jersey: Colonel Aaron Ogden. 

Pennsylvania : Captain John Markland. 

South Carolina : Captain Edward R. Shubrick. 

A. W. Johnston was appointed Secretay pro tern. 

The minutes of the last general meeting of the Society, held on the 1st 
of November, 1825, were then read, when, on motion, it was 

Besolvedj That such State Societies and officers of the General Society 
as convene in general meetings, shall be competent to transact business. 

On motion, 

Besolvedj That it be recommended to the several State Societies to 
contribute, on every succeeding Fourth of July, twenty dollars each, and 
forward the same to the treasurer-general, towards the formatioo of a fund 
for the purpose of defraying the expenses of the general meetings. 
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On motion, 

Besolved, That the members residing in any State not having a State 
Society of the Cincinnati, may form themselves into such State Society. 

On motion, 

Besolved^ That upon application of foreign ofScers, members of this 
Society, diplomas are to be issued by the secretary-general, under the 
direction of the president-general. 

On motion, 

Besolved, That the different State Societies be requested to furnish a 
list of their members to the Geoeral Society, at their next triennial 
meeting, to be held on the first Monday in May, 1 832. 

A question having arisen, whether, in case of the death of a member, 
having no male issue, except a grandson^ the issue of a daughter, aitch 
grandson shall be preferred to male collaterals, the Society conceived the 
true construction of the constitution to be, that the grandson shall be 
preferred, he being in the direct line of descent. 

The Society proceeded to the election of officers, when, upon counting 
the ballots, the following members were found to be duly elected, viz. : 

Colonel Aarou Ogden, president-general. 

Major General Morgan Lewis, vice-president-general. 

Colonel A. McLane, treasurer-general. 

Captain John Markland, assistant treasurer-general. 

Alexander W. Johnston, secretary-general. 

Thomas McEuen, assistant secretary-general. 

The secretary-general is directed to furnish the officers of the different 
State Societies with copies of the proceedings of the present meeting. 

The Society then adjourned till the first Monday in May, a. n. 1832, 
the constitutional period of meeting. 



1832 
At a Stated Meeti!7g op the General Soctett 

OP THE CiNCllfNATI, 

held at the mansion house, philadelphia, 
Monday, May 7th, 1832. 



Tbere were present : — Colonel AftronOgden,pre8ideDt-geaenl; Thomas 
McKueu, assistant sec retary-geuersl. 

Delegates : 

From New Jersey : Colonel Joseph W. Scott. 

Pennsylvania : Captain James Glentworth, 

Qeneral Cal. Irvine, 
William Jackson, Eaq. 

On motion of Colonel Scott, it was 

lifsoloed, That the secretary-general be requested to have the minutes 
and proceedings of the General Society written up to the present day, 
tlio expense to be defVayed from the fund of the General Society. 

On motion of General Irvine, it was 

Jleaolved, That the president-general be authorized to call a meeting of 
the General Society whenever circumstances may appear to render it 
necessary; also, that the State Societies be requested to appoint delegates 
ammally to represent them in the general meeting. 

WaSRKAS, At the last triennial meeting of the General Society of the 
Cincinnati, two resolutions were entered into, viz. : 

" Resolved, That it be recommended to the several State Societies to 
contribute on every succeeding Fourth of July twenty dollars each, and 
forward the same to the treasurer-general, towards the formation of a 
fund for the purpose of defraying the expenses of the general meetings ;" 

And, 

" Beeolued, That the different State Societies be requested to furnish a 
list of the members to the General Society, at their next triennial meeting, 
to be held on the first Monday in May, 1833." 
(84) 
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Now, on motioD, 

Resolved, That the several State Societies be requested to fbmish a 
list of members (such State Societies as have not already done so), and 
attend to the other subject referred to in the said resolutions. 

The Society then proceeded to the election of officers, when the follow- 
ing members were duly elected : 

Colonel Aaron Ogden, of New Jersey, president-general. 
Major General Morgan Lewis, of New York, vice-president-general. 
Alexander W. Johnston, of Pennsylvania, secretary-general. 
Thomas McEuen, of PeuDsylvania, assistant secretary -general. 
Captain John Markland, of Pennsylvania, treasurer-general. 
Colonel Joseph W. Scott, of New Jersey, assistant treasurer-general. 

On motion of General Irvine, it was 

Resolved^ That the secretary-general be requested to send to each State 
Society a certified copy of the proceecings of this meeting 

When, on a motion, 

The meeting adjourned, having previously received and approved of 
the treasurer-general's accounts. 

THOMAS McEUEN, 

Assistant Secretary-Oeneral. 
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1835 

THE GENERAL SOCIETY OF THE CINCINNATI 

HELD A 

Stated Triennial Meeting 

AT THE MANSION HOUSE, IN PHILADELPHIA, 

Monday, May 4th, 1835. 

Adjourned to meet to-morrow. 



May 5th. 

The Society met, pursuant to adjournment. 

Present: — Captain John Markland, treasurer-general; Colonel Scott, 
assistant treasurer-general ; Thomas McEuen, assistant secretary-general ; 
Captain James Glentworth, and William Jackson, Esq., delegates from 
Pennsylvania. 

The meeting was adjourned to meet to-morrow, in the Comptroller's 
room. 



May 6th. 
The Society met, pursuant to adjournment, in the Comptroller's room. 

Present:- In addition to those named yesterday, Captain Patrick 
Hayes, of Pennsylvania. 

A letter from the secretary-general, excusing his absence, on account of 
sickness, was read. 

The treasurer-general in the chair. 

The account of the treasurer-general was presented, and found to be 
correct, leaving a balance of thirty-five dollars in his hands. The account 
was directed to be entered. 

An election for officers was then held, and the following members 
elected to the offices opposite their names: 

Colonel Aaron Ogden, of New Jersey, president-general. 
Major General Morgan Lewis, of New York, vice-president-general. 
Captain John Markland, of Pennsylvania, treasurer-general. 
Colonel Joseph W. Scott, of New Jersey, assistant treasurer-general. 
Alexander W. Johnston, of Pennsylvania, secretary-general. 
Thomas McEuen, of Pennsylvania, assistant secretary-general. 

And the meeting then adjourned. 

THOMAS McEUEN, 

Assistant Secretary- Qeneral, 
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A STATED MEETING 

OF THE 

GENERAL SOCIETY OF THE CINCINNATI 

WAS DBLD AT THB 

MANSION HOUSE, IN PHILADELPHIA. 

Monday, May 7th, 1838. 

The meeting was adjourned till to-morrow. 



Tuesday, May 8th. 

The meeting was held agreeably to adjournment. 

Present : — Colonel Aaron Ogden, president-general ; A. W. Johnston, 
secretary-general ; William Jackson, Esq., delegate from Penns3^1vania 
State Society. 

Whereupon it was 

Besolved, That until further orders are given on the subject, the stated 
triennial meetings of the Society be dispensed with, and that future 
meetings be held when directed by the president-general ; or in the event 
of his absence or death, by the vice-president-general ; and that it shall 
be the duty of the secretary-general to give due notice of the same to the 
several State Societies of the Cincinnati in existence at such times. 

Resolved, That the different State Societies of the Cincinnati be 
requested annually to appoint delegates to attend any meeting that may 
be called. 

The secretary-general was directed to have the minutes of the Society, 
as far as it may be found practicable, entered into a book, and presented 
to the Society at their next meeting. 

The following members were then elected officers : 

Colonel Aaron Ogden, of New Jersey, president-general. 
Major General Morgan Lewis, of New York, vice-president-general. 
Colonel Joseph W. Scott, of New Jersey, treasurer-general. 
William Jackson, of Pennsylvania, assistant treasurer-general. 
Alexander W. Johnston, of Pennsylvania, secretary-general. 
Thomas McEiien, of Pennsylvania, assistant secretary-general. 

The secretary-general was directed to furnish each of the State Societies 
with a copy of the foregoing resolutions. 

Adjourned. 
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A Special Meeting of the General Society of the Cincinnati, 
called by order of the Vice-President-General, was 
held at the Mansion House, in Philadelphia, on 
Thursday, the 28th November, 1839. 

Present : — Major General Morgan Lewis, of New York, vice-president- 
general; Alexander W. Johnston, of Pennsylvania, secretary-general; 
Thomas McEuen, of Pennsylvania, assistant secretary-general ; Colonel 
Joseph W. Scott, of New Jersey, treasurer-general ; William Jackson, of 
Pennsylvania, assistant treasurer-general. 

Delegate from the State Society of Pennsylvania : 
General Callender Irvine. 

The secretary-general reported that he had recorded the minutes of the 
several meetings (four in number) held since his appointment as secretary- 
general, in conformity with the directions of the Society at their last 
stated meeting, but that he had found it impracticable to have recorded 
the minutes of the Society prior to 4th May, 1829 ; whereupon the minutes 
of the meetings held on 4th May, 1829, on 7th Ma}^, 1832, on 4th May, 
1835, and on 7th May, 1838, were read and approved of. 

The treasurer-general reported that he had received through William 
Jackson, Esq., assistant treasurer-general, the sum of thirty-two dollars 
fifty cents, the amount in the treasury at the death of the late treasurer- 
general, Captain John Markland, paid by his executor. 

The Society then proceeded to the election of a president-general, to 
fill the vacancy occasioned by the death of the late venerable and 
lamented president general. Colonel Aaron Ogden, of New Jersey. 

Colonel Scott and Mr. Jackson were appointed tellers, who, after 
having received the ballots, reported Major General Morgan Lewis, of 
New York, to be unanimously elected. 

An election was then held for a vice-president-general, to supply the 
vacancy caused by the promotion of the late vice-president-general. 

Messrs. Scott and Jackson, tellers, who, having examined the ballots 
given on the occasion, reported Major William Shute, of New Jersey, to 
be unanimously elected. 

(88) 
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The secretary-general stated that the original subscription lists of the 
members of the General Society of the Cincinnati were in the possession 
of the State Society of Pennsylvania, who, it was understood, held like- 
wise the general seal and the copper-plate for printing diplomas ; when, 
on motion of Colonel Scott, seconded by General Irvine, it was 

Re%olved^ That the secretary-general be authorized and directed to 
apply for and receive the said lists, seal and copper-plate, to preserve 
them among the archives of the General Society. 

On motion of General Irvine, seconded by Colonel Scott, it was 

Resolved^ as the sense of this meeting, that the present ofScers of the 
Society hold their several stations until the first Monday in May, a. d. 
1841, and thereafter till a new election takes place. 

Adjourned sine die. 



1844 

A Special Meeting of the General Society of the Cincinnati 
was held at Heads Hotel, in the City of Philadelphia, 
on Thursday, the 28th November, 1844, in pursuance 
of circulars addressed by the Secretary-General to the 
different State Societies, announcing the deaths of the 
President and Vice-President-General, and request- 
ing that delegates might be appointed to attend said 
meeting, 

I'resent : — Alexander W. JoLnston, seoretary-general ; Thomas MoEuen, 
asfliBtant secretary-general ; Colonel Joseph W. Scott, treasarer-general ; 
William Jackson, assistant treasurer-general, and the following delegates : 
From Massachusetts : Horace Binney, 

Charles 8. Daveis. 
New York ; Charles A. Clinton, 

Doctor Edward P. Marcellin. 
New Jersey : George C. Thomas, 

Colonel Joacph W, Scott. 
Peonsylvania : Colonel Thomas Robinson, 

John H. Markland. 
The treasurer-general was called to the chair. 

The credentials of the delegates were produced, when it appeared that 
McHsrs. Horace Binney, Charles S. Daveis and Elijah Vose were duly 
authorized to represent the State Society of the Cincinnati of Massa- 
rhiinetts; Messrs. Horatio Qatcs Stevens, Charles A. Clinton and Edward 
P. Marcellin, that of New York ; Messrs. Joseph Ellis Bloomfleld, George 
C. Thomas and Joseph W. Scott, that of New Jersey, and Messrs. Thomas 
Robinson, John H. Marktand and James Caldwell, that of Pennsylvania. 
On motion of Mr. Clinton, seconded by Mr. Daveis, it was 
Hesolved, That Colonel Joseph Seott, the treasurer-general, be authorized 
tu take such measures as lie may deem necessary to recover any sum of 
money due to this Society at any of the public offices in the city of 
Washington. 

(90) 
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A letter from Major William Popham, of New York, stating that he 
had in his possession the decoration of the president-general — that he 
held it to be delivered to the next incumbent of that office — was pre- 
sented by Mr. George C. Thomas, of New Jersey, read, and laid on the 
table. 

An address from Major Popham to the New York State Society, on his 
inauguration as president thereof, was read, and, on motion of Mr. Daveis, 
laid upon the table. 

The Society then adjourned for an hour. 

On again coming to order, Mr. Clinton offered the following resolutions, 
which were seconded by Mr. Daveis and adopted : 

Resolved^ That the secretary-general be directed to address a circular 
to the different State Societies recommending that a general celebration 
by the several State Societies shall be held at New York city, on the 25th 
day of November, 1 845 ; that the different Societies be requested to 
signify their assent or dissent from this recommendation, and also to 
designate the number of members that will be present from each Society. 

Resolved^ That on the acquiescence of all, or such a number of the 
State Societies as may make such celebration desirable, the officers of the 
General Society be authorized to make such arrangements for the cele- 
bration as they may consider appropriate. 

On motion of Mr. Markland, it was 

Resolved, That the New York delegation be a subcommittee of 
arrangement for the celebration on the 25th November next, and that 
they be authorized to associate with them the Standing Committee of the 
Cincinnati of New York. 

After a short recess the Society proceeded to the election of officers, 
when Messrs. Daveis, of Massachusetts, and Jackson, of Pennsylvania, 
having been appointed tellers, reported the following to be duly 
elected, viz.: 

Major William Popham, president-general. 
Horace Binney, vice-president-general. 
Alexander W. Johnston, secretary-general. 
Doctor Thomas McEuen, assistant secretary-general. 
Colonel Joseph W. Scott, treasurer-general. 
William Jackson, assistant treasurer-general. 

On motion of Mr. Daveis, seconded by Mr. Clinton, it was 

Resolved^ That the communication from Major William Popham, 
president of the New York State Society of the Cincinnati, be placed on 
file, and that the delegation from New Jersey assure him of the respectful 
and grateful sentiments with which that communication has been received, 
and inform him of the testimonial which the General Society, on its 
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present meeting, has paid to his serrices and virtues, and convey to him 
the assurance of the sincere and affectionate reverence in which thej will 
be held. 

On motion of Mr. Daveis, seconded by Colonel Robinson, it was 

Resolved^ That the oflScers now elected shall continue in office for three 
years, and thenceforward until a new election takes place. 

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, at ten o'clock. 



Friday, 29th November. 
The Society met agreeably to adjournment. 

Present: — ^Messrs. Binney, 

Scott, 
Johnston, 
McEuen, 
Robinson, 
Jackson, 
Daveis. 

Mr. Binney offered the following resolution, which was seconded by 
Mr. Clinton : 

That the secretary-general be requested to collect from the minutes and 
proceedings of the Society the different rules and regulations which have 
from time to time been adopted in regard to the election and tenure of 
the members and ofScers thereof. 

On motion of Mr. Binney, seconded by Mr. Johnston, the meeting was 
then adjourned sine die. 



1848 

The General Society of the Cincinnati convened at the 
United States Hotel, in the City of Philadelphia, on 
Wednesday, the 29th of November, 1848, in pursuance 
of notice to the several State Societies given by the 
Secretary, under authority of the Vice-President- 
General, to fill the vacancy occasioned by the. death 
of Major William Popham, late President-General of 
the Society, and for other purposes. 

Present sixteen members: Alexander W. Johnston, secretary-general; 
Thomas McEueu, M.D., assistant secretary-general ; Colonel Joseph W. 
Scott, treasurer-genera] ; William Jackson, assistant treasurer-general. 

Delegates : 

Massachusetts : Hon. Charles S. Daveis, 

General Henry A. S. Dearborn, 
Rev. Alfred L. Baury, 
Thomas Jackson 

New York : Hon. Hamilton Fish, 

Edward P. Marcellin, M.D. 

New Jersey: Colonel Joseph W. Scott, 

George C. Thomas. 

Pennsylvania : Colonel Thomas Robinson, 

John R. Latimer, 
John H. Markland, 
James Glent worth, 
Thomas M. Willing. 

In the absence of the vice-president, Mr. Daveis was called to the chair. 

The minutes of the last meeting were read. 

The secretary-general reported that he had received notification of the 
appointment of delegates from six States, viz.: Massachusetts, New York, 
New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Maryland and South Carolina. 

(98) 12 
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The chairman appointed Colonels Robinson and Scott a committee to 
examine the credentials of the delegates present. After a brief space, the 
committee reported that they had examined the testimonials produced, 
and had found that four State Societies were duly represented in the 
present meeting, viz. : Massachusetts, New York, New Jersey and Penn- 
sylvania. 

Colonel Scott reported that, in pursuance of the duties assigned to the 
New Jersey delegation at the last meeting, they had addressed a commu- 
nication to Major William Popham, of the New York State Society, 
announcing his election to the office of president-general, as follows: 

"New Brunswick, 2d December, 1844. 

"Major William Popham: 

"Sir: — At a meeting of the Society of Cincinnati of the United States, 
at the city of Philadelphia, on the 28th day of November, you were unani- 
mously elected president-general. 

**The» Society directed us, the undersigned, to act as their committee, 
to inform you of the appointmeut, and to communicate their request that 
you will accept of it. 

" It is with emotions of veneration and pride that we announce to you 
the appointment to that honorable office ; and it is with reverence inex- 
pressible, that in the name and by the authority of the Cincinnati of the 
United States, we commit to your care and keeping that badge of office 
and that decoration which were suspended on the bosom of Washington. 

" We cannot forego this occasion of expressing to you the feelings of 
the most 'perfect and respectful attachment, with which we have the 
honour to be 

" Your obedient servants, 

[Signed] '' J. W. SCOTT, 

" GEO. C. THOMAS." 



" New York, December 13th, 1844. 

" Gentlemen : — I have peculiar pleasure in acknowledging the receipt 
of your joint letter of the 2d instant., announcing my unanimous election 
as prei?ident-general of that honorable band of patriots of which I have » 
had the honor of being a member of long standing, with their very flat- 
tering request of acceptance. For this unprecedented resolution I have 
not language to express my gratitude ; and for the warm and friendly 
terms in which it has been communicated, you, gentlemen, have my 
warmest and most grateful acknowledgments. 
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'^ Feeling, as I do, that the lamp of life is flickering in the socket, 
assuring me that I am ill calculated for a consecutor of tliat badge of 
office whicli has been suspended on the breast of Washington, still I will 
receive it as a sacred deposit, and cherish it as a talisman, to remind me 
of the virtues of a man whom Heaven had manifestly created as the 
Father of his country, and the founder of the greatest and most 
resplendent empire ever exhibited to the view of the world. 

^^I beg you, gentlemen, to accept my most profound thanks for the 
expressions of attachment with which you conclude your letter, and I 
reciprocate them with the purest sincerity. 

" Most respectfully, 

" Your sincere friend and humble servant, 

[Signed] "W. POPHAM. 

" J. W. Scott, Geo. C. Thomas, Esqrs." 

The secretary-general reported that he had addressed the several State 
Societies on the subject of the contemplated celebration, on the 25th 
November, 1845, in the city of New York, and communicated their replies 
to the president-general, who thereupon decided that it was inexpedient 
to call the Societies together at that time. 

The secretary-general made the accompanying report, in conformity 
with a resolution of the special meeting of November 28th, 1644; which 
was adopted, and ordered to be printed for the use of members of the 
State Societies. 

"J?6KoZtrJ, That the secretary-general be requested to collect from the 
minutes and proceedings of the Society, the different rules and regulations 
that have been from time to time adopted in regard to the election and 
tenure of members and officers thereof.'' 

The secretary-general reports : 

'^ That he has carefully examined all the minutes and proceedings of the 
Society in his possession, and respectfully submits the following as the 
result : 

" The constitution, accepted by the Society in 1783, provides that the 
members shall consist of the officers of the American army, as well as 
those who have resigned with honor, after three years' service in the 
capacity of officers, or who have been deranged by the resolutions of 
Congress, upon the several reforms of the army; as those who shall have 
continued to the end of the war. Those officers who are foreigners, not 
resident in any of the States, to have their names enrolled by the secretary- 
general. And declares the Society shall endure as long as they endure, 
or any of their eldest male posterity, and in failure thereof, the collateral 
branches who maj- be judged worthy of becoming its supporters and 
members. 
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'^ This last provision is extended in like manner to the descendants of 
such officers as had died in the service. 

'*" The admission of honorary members, for their own lives only^ is also 
provided for by the constitution ; but they are not to exceed in number 
in each State a ratio of one to four of the officers or their descendants. 

^^The same instrument directs, that 4n the general meeting, the presi- 
dent, vice-president, secretary, assistant secretary, treasurer, and assistant 
treasurer-generals, shall be chosen to serve until the next meeting.' 

"At the first general meeting of the Society, held on the 4th of May, 
1784, and continued by adjournment until the ISth of said month, it was 
unanimously resolved, ^ that the manner of voting be by the representa- 
tion of each State Society/ Subsequently, at said meeting, material 
alterations in the constitution were agreed to, affecting {inter alia) the 
election and tenure of members and officers. These alterations, however, 
never received the sanction of the State Societies, as appears by the 
unanimous adoption, in general meeting, in May, a. d. 1800, of the fol- 
lowing report of a committee appointed to examine the records of the 
Societ}', and report to said meeting the state of the institution, viz. : 

" * That the institution of the Society of the Cincinnati remains as it was 
originally proposed and adopted by the officers of the American army, at 
their cantonments on the banks of the Hudson, in 1783.' 

^^ Since the re-acknowledgment of the original institution, the secretary- 
general finds nothing touching the election or tenure of members, except 
the following, extracted from the minutes of a general meeting, held on 
the 4th of May, 1829, viz.: 

^^ ^ A question haviug arisen whether, in case of the death of a member 
having no male issue except a grandson, the issue of a daughter, such 
grandchild shall be preferred to collaterals; the Society conceives the 
true construction of the constitution to be, that the grandchild shall be 
preferred, he being in the direct line of descent.' 

^^And in relation to the officers of the Society, he finds that since the 

BubHtitution of special for stated triennial meetings, the officers have been 

chosen for three years, and thenceforward until a new election takes 

place. 

"A. W. JOHNSTON, 

" Secretary- OeneralJ*^ 

Colonel Scott submitted the following resolutions, which were seconded 
by Colonel Robinson, viz.: 

Int. That a committee be appointed to inquire and report to this Society 
if it be not expedient and proper to suspend, alter or abrogate the limita- 
tion with regard to the admission of members. 

2d. To inquire and report what alterations in th(^ by-laws are necessary 
and proper on the subject of the admission of members. 
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On motion of Governor Fish, seconded by Mr. Jackson, of Massachu- 
setts, it was resolved, that these resolations be referred to a committee, 
which was made to consist of the Chairman Mr. Daveis, Colonel Scott 
and Governor Fish. 

On motion of Mr. Thomas, seconded by Mr. Glentworth, it was resolved 
that Mr. C. J. Goltman, now residing in Washington, be authorized to 
collect the balance due to the Cincinnati, as reported by the treasurer- 
general. 

On motion of Governor Fish, seconded by Mr. Glentworth, Mr. C. S. 
Daveis was joined to Mr. Coltman for the above purpose, with authority 
to unite with them a member of Congress who may be willing to contri- 
bute his aid. 

On motion of Mr. Willing, seconded by Governor Fish, it was resolved 
to hold the election for general officers at four o'clock ; aod the meeting 
was adjourned till that hour. 



At four o'clock the meeting was reorganized, when, on motion of Mr. 
Glentworth, seconded by Colonel Robinson, it was resolved to postpone 
the election until to-morrow. 

Governor Fish submitted the following resolution, seconded by Mr. 
Glentworth, which was carried, viz. : 

That in all questions to be decided at the present meeting, each State 
delegation shall be entitled to cast three votes, and each of the officers of 
the General Society be entitled to cast one vote, and a majority of all the 
votes thus cast shall be necessary to a decision. 

Also, that it be referred to a committee of one member from each State 
delegation, to report, at the next meeting of the General Society, on what 
principles or rules the votes shall be taken in the meetings of the General 
Society hereafter. 

The chairman was, on motion, placed on that committee; which was 
made to consist of Governor Fish, of New York, Colonel Scott, of New 
Jersey, Mr. Daveis, of Massachusetts, and Mr. Markland, of Pennsylvania ; 
and the meeting then adjourned, to meet the next morning at ten o'clock, 
in the same place. 



November 30th. 

The meeting came to order again, pursuant to adjournment, at ten 
o'clock, A. M., when the chairman appointed Mr. Thomas and Mr. Mark- 
land tellers of the election for officers, now in order. 

After a ballot for president-general, the tellers reported that there was 
no election. 
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A BecoDd bftllofwas then held, and the tellers reported that Oeneral 
Heory A. S. Dearborn, of Maseacbu setts, was elected president-general. 

A ballot was then held for vice-president-general, whereon tbe tellers 
reported that the Honorable Hamilton Pish was elected to that office. 

It was then decided to vote for the remaining officers in general ballot, 
after which the lellers reported the following gentlemen to be elected, 
viz.: — 

Alexander W. Johnston, secretary-general. 

Colonel Joseph W. Scdtt, treasurer-general. 

Thomas McPDuen, assistant secretary-general. 

William Jackson, assistant treasurer-general. 

The chairman then read a commuoicatioD from General Dearborn, who 
had been obliged by indisposition to leave the meeting, as follows : 

** To Chaeleb S. Daveib, Esq., Presiding Officer of the Meeting of the 
Oeneral Society of Ike Cincinnati, in Philadelphia .- 

" November 29th, 18*8. 

" DcAR Sir ; —I intended to have recommended to the meeting of the 
representatives of the General Society of the Cincinnati, the passage of a 
rcNoliition recommending the adoption of a report of the Society of the 
Cincinnati orSouthCarolinn,orMaruh4th,lT99, by the several State Socie- 
tlrni, for the n^anons stated in a letter to the Massachusetts Society, dated 
May i!3(l, I TOft, and from a belief that unless such a measure is adopted, all 
th<i Hociftii'H must within a few years be estinguished by a law of natnre 
that U making i>nch fearful ravages in an institution which the existing 
m<-rfilicrs cannot but be anxious should be perpetuated, from the profound 
rfMiH-fX they entertain for its patriotic and gallant founders, and tbe great 
Imni'llt which has resulted from the charitable object of its establishment. 

" I n-grct extremely that sudden indisposiiion has prevented me from 
Htteiidlng the mtH'tiug, but hope that this suggestion will be favorably 
riK'oivi-d ; fur iinh-Hs such a measure is adopted, this time-honored and 
((lorlimit iiHMociation will ceaxe to exist within leas than the third of a 
cxntury, or Ihi ho reduced in numbers as to be unavailable for the purposes 
of lt« orgitnlsntlon. 

" With HOiitlments of great respect, etc., etc., 

"H. A. S. DEARBORN," 

()pi in<j|.ii>ii of Coloni'l Scott, seconded by Mr. Glentworth, the meeting 
wniiL jdto KoniuiltliH' of the wliole, Mr. Johnston in the chair. After 
illHKiiii-ioii, iiu motion of Mr. Markland, seconded by Mr. Jackson, the 
iiuitrnlllmi ro«i<, and reported llmt in their opinion the communication of 
(iiKinrnl I ><<iii'lH>ni »liould In- referred to the committee on Colonel Scott's 
ii'aoliilliiii on the iiduiiHsioti of niembiT!* ; whiili report was accepted, and 
lliiiciiinimiiileiitloii wiiK lofi'rreil aceonliugly. 



99 

Colonel Scott asked the Society to supply a diploma (in blank), in 
place of one destroyed by fire while in possession of the State Society of 
New Jersey. 

On motion of Mr. Glentworth, seconded by Governor Fish, it was 
resolved, that a blank diploma be placed in the hands of the president of 
the New Jersey Society, for the purpose mentioned. 

On motion of Governor Fish, seconded by Mr. Johnston, it was 
resolved that the next triennial meeting of the Society be held on the 
first Wednesday in May, 1851. 

And, on motion of Mr. Johnston, seconded by Mr. Jackson, of Penn- 
sylvania, it was resolved, that the said meeting be held in the city of 
New York. 

On motion of Colonel Robinson, seconded by Mr. Jackson, it was 
resolved that Br. Marcellin and the Rev. Mr. Baury be a committee to 
make inquiries respecting the French naval officers, owners of the un- 
claimed diplomas in the possession of the secretary-general. 

On motion of Governor Fish, seconded by Colonel Scott, it was 
resolved, that it be referred to a committee, consisting of the secretary- 
general and the assistant secretary-general, together with Mr. Daveis, of 
Massachusetts, to examine the documents in the custody of the officers 
of the Society, and select therefrom such documents and papers, together 
with such facts from the minutes of the Society as they may deem 
advisable or interesting to have published, and that the committee be 
authorized to have such documents, papers and minutes printed for the 
use of the Society, provided the necessary funds can be obtained. 

On motion of Mr. Markland, seconded by Colonel Scott, it was resoved 
that the chairman appoint three trustees, of whom the treasurer-general 
for the time being shall be one, in whose joint names all investments of 
the funds of the General Society shall be made, and who shall change or 
transfer such investments to their successors or otherwise, as the Society 
shall from time to time direct. 

Also resolved, that in case of the death or resignation of one of the 
said trustees, the survivors shall have power to appoint a trustee in his 
place, to hold office until the next meeting of the Society. 

The chairman then appointed Mr. A. W. Johnston and Mr. Markland 
to be, in conjunction with the treasurer-general, trustees under the aHove 
resolution. 

On motion of Governor Fish, seconded by Mr. Johnston, it was 

Besolvedy That the thanks of the Society be presented to Mr. Daveis, 
of Massachusetts, for the able and dignified manner in which he has 
discharged the duties of the chair, during the absence of the vice-president 
from the meeting. 
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On motion of Colonel Scott, seconded by Mr. Thomas, the delegation 
from Massachusetts was appointed a committee to announce to General 
Dearborn his election, and to convey to him the decoration of the 
president-general, being the eagle ^^ presented by the French sailors to 
His Excellency the General Washington." 

The Society having heard the rough minutes, adjourned. 

THOS. MqEUEN, 
Assistant Secretary- OeneraL 
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THE SOCIETY OF THE CINCINNATI, 

Bt Apfointmbnt of thb Mbbtihg of Noybmbbr 29th, 1848, 

and pursuant to a circular notice of the secretary- 
general addressed to the secretaries of the 

several state societies, 

Met in General Meeting at the Irving House, 

in the city of new york, 

The 7th Day of May, 1851, 
and the seventyfifth year of independence. 



There were present the following officers, viz.: General H. A. S. 
Dearborn, president-general ; Hon. Hamilton Fish, vice-president-general ; 
Colonel Joseph W. Scott, treasurer-general ; Thomas McEuen, M. D., 
assistant secretary-general. 

And the following delegates, viz. : 

From Massachasetts : Rev. Alfred L. Baury. 

New York : General Anthony Lamb, 

Edward P. Marcellin, M.D., 

New Jersey : Colonel Joseph W. Scott, 

George C. Thomas. 

Pennsylvania : Colonel Thomas Robinson, 

General Jacob B. Wcidman, 
John R. Latimer, 
James Glentworth, 
John H. Markland, 
Charles J. Pugh. 

The president-general took the chair at 10 o'clock, a. m., and made an 
appropriate acknowledgment for the honor done him in his election ; he 
being the first among the descendants of the original members so distin- 
guished. 

The minutes of the last special meeting held at Philadelphia, November 
29tb, 1848, were read by the assistant secretary-general, who stated that 
the secretary-general was prevented from attending by severe sickness, but 
had made the arrangements necessary for this meeting. 
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On motion, Colonel Robinson and Mr. Markland were appointed a 
committee to examine the credentials of delegates. 

They reported the following to have been produced, viz.: 

From Massachusetts State Society, naming, 

Thomas Jackson, 
Colonel James W. Sever, 
General Henry A. S. Dearborn, 
Hon. Charles S. Daveis, 
Rev. Alfred L. Baury, 
William Perkins. 

New York : General Anthony Lamb, 

Edward P. Marcellin, M.D., 
General Horatio Gates Stevens. 

New Jersey : Colonel Joseph W. Scott, 

Robert D. Spencer, 
George C. Thomas. 

Pennsylvania : Colonel Thomas Robinson, 

General Jacob B. Weidman, 
John R. Latimer, 
James Glentworth, 
John H. Markland, 
Charles J. Pugh. 

Maryland : General John Speer Smith, 

John Nelson, 

C. C. Jamison, 
Ramsay McHenry, 
A. H. Kilty, 

D. W. Jamison, M.D., 
Commodore Henry E. Ballard, 
General Tench Tilghman, 
John E. Howard. 

The assistant secretary stated that he*had been apprised by the secretary 
of the Society of South Carolina of the appointment of Hon. James 
Simons and Edward R. Laurens, Esq., to represent that State Society at 
the present general meeting. 

Governor Fish, on behalf of the committee appointed at the meeting 
of the General Society of the Cincinnati, held in the city of Philadelphia 
in November, 1848, to report at the next meeting of the General Society, 
on what principles or rules the votes shall be taken in the meetings of the 
General Society, thereafter, respectfully report ; 

'^ That the Institution of the Society makes no express provision upon 
the subject referred. It declares that *• the meetings of the General 
Society shall consist of its officers and a representation from each State 
Society in number not exceeding five.' The first general meeting of the 
Society, held in May, 1784, Resolved^ ^ That the manner of voting be by 
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the representation of each State Society,' which acccordingly cast a single 
vote. This rule was in conformity with the mode of voting in Congress 
nnder the Articles of Confederation then in force, and was probably 
adopted in consequence of that conformity. It was followed in the 
Society for some years after the Constitution of the United States had 
superseded the Articles of Confederation, and had introduced into Con- 
gress a different representation, as well as a different mode of voting from 
that prescribed by the Confederation. When, or by what authority a 
change was introduced into the Society in this particular, the committee 
is not prepared to say : but for many years past, the practice seems to 
have been the same as that which was adopted by resolution at the last 
general meeting of the Society, viz., to allow to each State delegation 
three votes, and to each of the officers of the General Society one vote. 

^^ As the Institution of the Society makes its officers a component part 
of the general meeting, there seems to be reason for a claim upon their 
part to a voice in the decision of such questions as shall be brought to a 
vote at its meetings. 

" But it may be questioned whether in view of the reduced number of 
the State Societies, and the fact that but a portion of those remaining are 
usually represented at the general meetings, while the officers are gener- 
ally in attendance, the rule which was adopted by the last meeting may 
not give too large a relative voice to the officers of the Society. 

'^To meet this objection, as the maximum representation of a State 
Society is limited to five, your committee recommend that for the future 
in all elections, and also upon all questions to be decided by the vote of 
the General Society, ^arising upon debate or by resolution, on which a 
division shall be asked by any delegate or officer present, each representa- 
tion from a State Society shall be entitled to cast five votes, and each 
officer of the General Society shall be entitled to cast one vote, — the right 
of voting to be exercised only by such representation or such officer as 
shall be present at the time the vote shall be taken,— and the yeas and 
nays upon any question (except in elections) to be entered on the minutes, 
at the desire of any three members present. 

^^ The committee present herewith for the consideration and action of 
the Society, an ordinance in conformity with the views above submitted. 

^'Hamilton Fish, 

'* J. W. SOOTT, 

^'J. n. Mabkland, 
" C. S. Davbis. 

"New York, May 7, 1861." 

ORDINANCE. 

Be it ordained by the General Society of the Cincinnati, that all elections 
of the officers of this Society shall be by ballot, and that in such elections 
each representation present from a State Society shall be entitled to cast 
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five votes ; and each of the officers of the General Society who shall be 
present shall be entitled to cast one vote; and the majority of all the 
votes thus cast shall be necessary to an election. 

And be it further ordained, that in the decision of all resolutions and 
questions submitted to the action of the General Society, the vote shall 
(upon the request of any delegate from a State Society, or of any officer 
present) be taken in the following manner, viz.: each representation 
present from a State Society shall be entitled to cast five votes ; and each 
of the officers of the General Society who shall be present shall be entitled 
to cast one vote; and a majority of all the votes thus cast shall be neces- 
sary for an affirmative decision. And upon any question thus brought to 
a vote, the yeas and nays shall be entered on the minutes, at the desire of 
of any three members present, whether delegates or officers. 

Which report was accepted, and the ordinance unanimously adopted. 

Dr. MarcelUn made a report from the committee on diplomas of French 
naval officers : That their efforts to discover the persons to whom the 
diplomas belong were ineffectual. 

The committee was continued, and the secretary-general added thereto. 
(It now consists of the Rev. A. L. Baury, Dr. Marcellin, and the secretary- 
general.) f 

On behalf of the committee to examine and print documents, a verbal 
report was made by the assistant secretary-general, in the absence, from 
sickness, of the other members of the committee. 

A motion was made by Mr. Thomas, seconded by Colonel Scott, that 
the president-general and Mr. Markland be added to the committee ; at 
the request of the president-general, the question was put to the meeting 
by the assistant secretary-general, and agreed to unanimously. 

(Committee now consists of the secretary-general, assistant secretary- 
general, Mr. Daveis, the president-general, and Mr. Markland.) 

Colonel Scott made a report from the committee on the admission of 
members (appointed at the last meeting), the chairman of the committee, 
Mr. Daveis, being absent. 

On motion of Colonel Scott, the meeting then went into committee of 
the whole. Governor Fish in the chair, who, after the president-general 
had resumed the chair, reported the committee had made some progress, 
and begged leave to sit again. 

The meeting then, on motion of Colonel Robinson, adjourned to meet 
to-morrow morning, at nine o'clock. 



Thursday, May 8th. 

The Society met at nine o'clock. 

Present : — As yesterday, and Mr. Daveis, of Massachusetts, now took 
his seat. 
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On motion of Mr. Markland, seconded by Colonel Robinson, that an 
election for officers of the Society be now held, it was so resolved. The 
president-general appointed the last Darned gentlemen tellers and judges 
of the election ; they, after examining the ballots, reported the following 
members to be elected to the offices opposite their names : 

President-general, General Henry A. S. Dearborn, of Massachusetts. 
Vice-president-general, Hon. Hamilton Fish, of New York. 
Secretary-general, Alexander W. Johnston, Esq., of Pennsylvania. 
Treasurer-general, Colonel Joseph W. Scott, of New Jersey. 
Assistant secretary -general, Thomas McEueu, M. D., of Pennsylvania. 
Assistant treasurer-general, John H. Markland, Esq., of Pennsylvania. 
The president-general offered his thanks to the meeting for the continu- 
ance of the honor conferred on him. 

The treasurer-general made an acknowledgment of the same nature, and 
paid an elegant tribute to the merits and services of the secretary-general, 
now unfortunately absent on account of sickness. 

The account of the treasurer-general was presented, read and approved 
of, showing a balance due him of $76.77. 

The Society of Cincinnati ^U. S,,in Account with J.W. Soott, Treasurer- 
OeneraL 

Cr. 
1839. Nov. 28. By cash paid Joseph Head, for use of room, . $3 00 
1845. Feb. " " expenses to and at Washington, 

and returning, 51 38 

'^ May By cash paid expenses to and at Washington, 

and returning, 46 25 

By cash paid postages, 1 84 

^^ ^^ postages and advertising, ... 6 80 

$109 27 
De. 

1839. Nov. 28. To cash received from John H. Markland, 

Esq., executor of Captain John Markland, 

late treasurer-general, by the hands of 

William Jackson, Esq., 32 50 

Balance due J. W. Scott, treasurer-general, . . $76 77 

New York, May 7th, 1851. 

The meeting then took up Colonel Scott's report from the committee 
on the admission of members, and, on motion of Colonel Scott, went into 
committee of the whole; after discussion, the committee rose, reported 
that tbey had considered the subject referred to them, agreed to the 
general principles embodied in the report, also those in a paper submitted 
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by Mr. Daveis; and offered the following resolution, viz.: That the 
reports be referred back to the committee for the purpose of condensing 
and combining the two documents. 

Which was agreed to; and on motion the meeting adjourned to meet 
at three o'clock in the afternoon. 



At the hour stated the Society came to order. 

The report of the committee on the admission of members being in 
order, Colonel Scott stated that, in consequence of the very short time 
allowed it had not been possible to get the reports into form for the 
immediate action of the meeting. He moved that the committee be in- 
structed to have the reports printed, and at least fifty copies sent to each 
State Society. 

The same officer then read the Ordinance (already proposed by the 
committee on the admission of members), in a condensed form. 

Mr. Markland offered a substitute. 

The meeting then, on motion of Mr. Markland, went into committee of 
the whole. Governor Fish in the chair. 

Which, after discussion, rose, and reported they had considered the 
Ordinance and substitute, amended them, and now recommended them as 
amended. 

Which report was accepted, and the Ordinance reported, by the com- 
mittee of the whole, as follows, and unanimously adopted. 

AN ORDINANCE RELATIVE TO THE SUCCESSION AND 

ADMISSION OP MEMBERS. 

I. Be it ordained by the Society of the Cincinnati, that lineal succes- 
sion to membership shall be according to the rules of inheritance at the 
common law, except only as in their canons it is otherwise provided, — 
and provided that none but males shall at any time be admitted to 
membership. 

II. In lineal succession, the officer of the army of the Revolution who 
is or was a member, or who had a right to become a member, shall in all 
cases be deemed and taken as the propositus from whom succession shall 
be derived. 

III. No person under the age of twenty-one years shall be admitted a 
member. But the right of membership in lineal succession having been 
established, the use of that right shall remain in abeyance until the appli- 
cant shall attain the full age of twenty-one years. 

lY. Hereafter all male descendants of officers of the Revolutionary 
army may be admitted to membership by any of the State Societies ; but 
such admission shall be upon terms; that is to say, each and every of the 
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male descendants of the said officers so to be admitted, except such as 
shall or may be entitled in lineal succession from his father, or other pro- 
genitor, shall pay into the treasury of the State Society into which he 
shall be admitted the sum of sixty dollars. 

Y. The General Society of the Cincinnati shall have power and authority 
to admit honorary members at their discretion. 

YI. It shall be the duty of the secretary of each of the State Societies 
to transmit annually, between the fourth day of July and the first day of 
October, to the secretary-general, a certified list of all the officers and 
members of the State Society to which he shall belong. 

YII. Each and every of the State Societies shall pay into the treasury 
of the General Society the sum of ten dollars, for the account of the 
admission of every member who shall be admitted under or by virtue of 
the fourth Canon before mentioned. 

YIII. In case of an application for admission as a member, by right 
of descent in the lineal succession as recognized in the first of these 
Canons, the State Society to which such application be presented shall 
be of opinion that from any cause the applicant is unworthy to be admitted, 
they may decline to admit such applicant, and hold the right of succession 
in abevance. 

The treasurer-general made a communication respecting the sum to the 
credit of the Cincinnati, on the books of the Treasury of the United 
States : which subject was referred to him by the meeting of the Society 
in 1844. 

Mr. Daveis, appointed in 1848 to act conjointly on this affair, was 
authorized to make a written report on the subject, to be put on the 
minutes. 

(This report was not received when the minutes were printed.) 

The vice-president-general read a letter just received by him from 
Elisha Whittlesey, Esq., Comptroller of the Treasury of the United 
States, stating that the amount to the credit of the Cincinnati would be 
paid to the Society, on condition that a bond should be executed by two 
persons, satisfactory to the Comptroller. 

On motion of Mr. Thomas, seconded by Mr. Markland, the treasurer- 
general, assistant treasurer-general, and Governor Fish, were appointed a 
committee on the communication from the Comptroller of the Treasury, 
to perform what may be required to obtain from the Treasury the funds 
there to the credit of the Society, and to report such measures as they 
may deem it expedient for the Society to adopt in relation to said funds. 

The committee reported that they had filled up the bonds, of which the 
form was furnished by the Comptroller of the Treasury, with the names 
of the treasurer-general, Hon. Hamilton Fish, and John H. Markland, 
Esq., which report, with the following four resolutions, were adopted. 



1. Besolved, That Colonel Joseph W. Scott, treasurer-general of this 
Society, be authorized to receive payment of the following certlGcatea and 
interest thereon, now credited in the books of the Treasury of the United 
States in the name of the Cincinnati Society, (the same having been here- 
tofore credited on the Loan Office books for the State of Georgia, and 
not having been applied for was returned as unclaimed and became paya- 
ble at the Treasury agreeable to the rules for that purpose prescribed,) 
viz.: 
The final dividend due Ist October, 1818, on $890.00 old 6 per 

cent stock, $13 38 

The final dividend due let October, 1824, on $445.00 deferred 

6 per cent, stock, 6 63 

The amount of one 3 per cent, certificate, payable in 570 10 

Unclaimed interest and principal returned unclaimed, .... 1,101 48 

$1,692 08 
and to give the necessary and requisite vouchers for the same. 

S. Resolved, That the treasurer- general, on receipt of the money afore- 
said, shall pay and transfer the same to the trustees appointed by resoln- 
tioD adopted at the last meeting of the Society to be by them invested 
agreeable to that resolution. 

3. Whereas the treasurer-general, Hon. Hamilton Pish, and J. H. 
Markland, Esq., have consented to enter into the bond required to be 
given for the foregoing moneys, therefore. Resolved, That this Society 
hereby agree to indemnify and save harmless the obligors in the said 
bond named from all liability incarred by them by reason thereof, and 
pledge the faith of the Society therefor. 

4. Resolved, That the interest arising upon the investment of the 
moneys to be received under the foregoing resolutions, shall be applied, 
as the same shall accrue and become paid, to the formation of a sinking 
fund, for the purpose of paying the debts now due and owing by the 
Society ; and that the treasurer-general and assistant treasurer-general be 
authorized to audit the accounts agaiust the Society in favor of the 
secretary-general and assistant secretary-general, and to ascertain the 
amounts due to them respectively: and that the sums due to those offi- 
cers, and also the balance this day reported to be due from the Society to 
the treasurer-general, be paid from the said sinking fund, pro rata, as the 
said interest shall be received. 

Mr. Baury reported that the Massachusetts delegation had complied 
with the charge of the last meeting, to inform General Dearborn of his 
election as president-general, and to convey to him the decoration pre- 
sented by the " French Sailors to his Excellency General Washington "; 
and read a letter in acknowledgment from General Dearborn. 

The report and the letter of General Dearborn were ordered to be put 
on the file of the Society's papers. 
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On motion of Governor Fish, it was resolved, that the secretary-general 
be requested to make a draft on each of the State Societies, represented 
at this meeting, for their equal proportion of the expenses of the meeting, 
including all the expenses of printing the proceedings. 

On motion of Mr. Glentworth, it was then resolved, that the next meet- 
ing of the Society should be held at Baltimore, on the third Wednesday 
in May, 1854, in the city of Baltimore, Maryland. 

And after a prayer by the Rev. Mr. Baury, and an address by the 
president-general, the Society adjourned at six o'clock, p. m. 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE, ETC. 

The committee appointed at the Triennial Meeting of the General 
Society of the Cincinnati, held in Philadelphia in November, 1848, to 
which were referred the following resolutions, viz.: "1. That a com- 
mittee be appointed to inquire and report to this Society if it be not 
expedient and proper to suspend, alter or abrogate the limitation with 
regard to the admission of members; 2. To inquire and report what 
alterations in the by-laws are necessary and proper on the subject of the 
admission of members ;" and also, a communication from General H. A. 
S. Dearborn, which was read to that meeting and entered upon the 
minutes, respectfully report : 

That they have approached the important and delicate subject com- 
mitted to them with careful and anxious solicitude, and have endeavored 
to give it the most attentive consideration. 

For this purpose they have deemed it proper, in the first place, to look 
back to the original foundation of the institution as established by the 
officers of the American army at the cantonment on the Hudson river, in 
May, 1783, on the eve of the disbandment of that army. Next, to con- 
sider the interpretation given to that institution by those who have pre- 
ceded us, and more especially by those who were actors in the scenes 
which created those ties of friendship and affection which the institution 
was designed to transmit and to perpetuate; and then to look to the 
present usage, and to the condition of the Society and the several 
branches, in order to see how far such usage and condition may be in 
unison with the fundamental principles of the institution and with the 
intentions of its founders, and whether any alterations are now required. 

As this Society is at present constituted, the extent of its powers to 
make any radical change in its principles of organization is questionable. 

The original institution breathes in every line a spirit of patriotism and 
of devotion to country, and of the most ardent love and affection among 
its members ; but it is evident that it was framed by men who were more 
familiar with the camp than with the precision and formalities usual in 
preparing legal documents. It looked to general results, well understood 
by those who were parties to its formation, but not expressed with the 

14 
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precision which leaves no room for doubt in the minds of those who are 
to obtain their knowledge of its intentions only from its perusal. 

In May, 1783, the officers of the American army did, in the most solemn 
manner, associate, constitute and combine themselves into one Society of 
Friends, to endure as long as they shall endure, or any of their eldest 
male posterity, and in failure thereof, the collateral branches who may be 
judged worthy of becoming its supporters and members. 

This Society (being "one") was, "/or the sake of frequent communica- 
tionSf^^ to " be divided into State Societies, and those again into such dis- 
tricts as shall be directed by the State Society." It is not known whether 
any of the State Societies, except that of New York, was ever divided 
into District Societies. Such sub-division was made in New York, 
although it has long since ceased. 

The institution makes no provision for any alteration or amendment ; 
nor does it define any power as belonging to the General Society over the 
State Societies, and it does not seem to have contemplated the possibility 
of any conflict between them ; neither will this committee entertain any 
such possibility. And they recommend, therefore, that the views which 
they may embody in this report, and in an ordinance which they submit 
herewith, if adopted by the General Society, be transmitted to the several 
State Societies for their approval ; and that the same be not considered 
as binding upon either the General Society or any of the State Societies 
until approved, ratified and adopted by the State Societies yet remaining 
extant. The necessity and importance of this course is apparent, from 
the fact that some of the State Societies are incorporated, and thus have 
an existence independent of the original institution. The committee 
hope and believe that none of the provisions which are embodied in the 
ordinance reported herewith will be found to be at all inconsistent with 
the chartered powers and objects of such of the Societies as have ob- 
tained acts of incorporation ; and that they will tend to a harmonious 
practical conformity to the principles of the institution as they have been 
understood and handed down to us. 

The best answer to be given to the inquiry proposed to the committee 
is not by any innovation, but by the just interpretation of those principles 
that prevailed during the life-time of the founders. They laid down cer- 
tain great principles, which we hold sacred and inviolable ; our feelings, 
our judgment and our duty concur in inhibiting the suggestion of change 
in them. 

The Society of the Cincinnati was not limited to the lives of its 
founders, or to those of their immediate families It was established as 
a Society of Friends, to endure as long as any of their eldest male pos- 
terity, and on failure thereof, the collateral branches who might be judged 
worthy of becoming its members. 
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Although these tenns did not, by their own force, provide any distinct 
and positive limitation, relating as they did more precisely to the dura- 
tion of the Society, they certainly contemplated the principle of heredi- 
tary succession in the lineage of the first founder ; providing against an 
extinction of the Society on the failure of the eldest male branch of his 
posterity by embracing, under the description of ''collaterals," all his 
other male descendants, not confined to any specific line (male or female) 
of derivation. 

The original design, or idea, seems to have been of an institution bear- 
ing resemblance to a Military Order, based u|K)n the hereditary'' principle, 
observing primarily, but not exclusively, the right of primogeniture. 

To relieve it from the objection to which this distinction was obnoxious, 
at the first general meeting which was held after its establishment, in the 
city of Philadelphia, in 1784, the institution was proposed to be remodeled 
by omitting^ among other things, any provision, in terms, upon the sub- 
ject in question ; leaving it to the prudence of a^^er times to determine 
the best method of its continuance, in order to carry out its true prin- 
ciples, resting, as it did, upon the two great pillars of Friendship and 
Charity — upon their most permanent foundation. 

These were the sentiments of Washington, announced and enjoined in 
an earnest circular communication subscribed by him, and addressed to 
the different State Societies. 

History has given her testimony that this recommendation was com- 
plied with, notwithstanding the dissent of one or two of the State 
Societies. But the fact, though stated by Marshall, and repeated by 
Guizot, was not quite so. The principle of hereditary succession was too 
vital to the institution to be surrendered to temporary prejudice or pass- 
ing excitement ; and experience has shown how unnecessary would have 
been the sacrifice, and how much it would have exceeded the occasion. 

The assent of the requisite number of the State Societies not having 
been obtained, the institution remained unaltered, and it was accordingly 
declared, at the meeting of the General Society in 1800, that the institu- 
tion continued to rest on its original foundation. 

It is to be observed that the proposed alteration of 1784 did not abso- 
lutely abolish the principle of hereditary succession. It was merely 
silent on the subject. The strong opinion of the General Society' could 
not fail to have its weight; and, notwithstanding the repugnance felt to 
the relinquishment of this principle, the State Societies most averse to it 
manifested no reluctance to consent to its reasonable modifications, so as 
to remove any just ground of exceptions against the institution on that 
score, and to propitiate the confidence of the country in its favor, by re- 
nouncing the privilege of primogeniture — so far as that was understood 
to be provided by it — without intending any further deviation from the 
principles of hereditary succession. 
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On this ground the General and State Societies may be understood to 
meet. As the dissenting State Societies were not unwilling to adopt the 
recommendation of the General Society, as it was understood (with this 
modification), as a construction of the original institution; so, on the 
other hand, it might be well inferred that the General Society would con- 
sent to preserve the hereditary principle of succession insisted upon, with 
this qualification ; and thus the institution might be considered as stand- 
ing upon its proper original ground. 

At a meeting of the State Society of New York the proceedings of the 
general meeting of 1784 were referred to a committee, which reported 
adversely to the alterations recommended to be made In the original con- 
stitution of the Society. 

In the report presented by Colonel Hamilton in relation to this point, 
it is stated that the " provision intended to be made appears to be made 
in terms not suflSciently explicit ; and as far as it may intend an heredi- 
tary succession by right of primogeniture is liable to this objection^ that 
it refers to birth what ought to belong to merit only ; a principle incon- 
sistent with the genius of the Society, founded on Friendship and 
Patriotism." 

The State Society of Massachusetts, which first accorded and then 
revoked its consent to the proposition, as early as 1787, proposed to 
supply the places of deceased members by election among the eldest male 
heirs generally. 

That of New Hampshire, the same year, proposed the liberal manner 
of choosing among the descendants of a deceased member by nomination 
of such of his sons as would be most likely to fill the place of the ancestor 
with credit. 

Passing over other Societies, of whose doings the committee are not so 
well informed, the State Society of South Carolina went farther, and pro- 
posed that all sons of an original member, and all his descendants, whether 
through the male or female line, who should be considered worthy, should 
be capable of becoming members. It was at first the usage in that Society 
to admit the eldest male descendant to become a full member, and allow 
any of his brothers to be ballotted for and become honorary members. 
That distinction was afterwards done away, and all descendants in the 
same degree were placed upon a par. 

At a meeting of the Massachusetts Society, convoked upon the death 
of Washington, in January, 1800, it was recommended that, instead of 
the hereditary succession provided by the original institution, vacancies 
should be supplied by the election of members by ballot — in which the 
eldest male heir of a deceased officer should be the first candidate — and a 
majority of three-fourths be requisite to admission. In case of failure, 
the next eldest male heir to become the next candidate, and so on until a 
choice should be effected. 
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The committee may here advert to the original distinction marked be- 
tween the " eldest male posterit}^" and the *' collateral branches " ; that is, 
in terms, between the eldest and collateral male branches. It is obvious, 
as used in this connection, that the word ^^ collateral " meant collateral to 
" eldest male " ; in other words, the term denoted the younger branches 
of the male posterity, and it did not intend to embrace, except perhaps, 
remotely, brothers or nephews of original members. 

But by the usage in several Societies, adapting the term " collateral " 
in its more broad and comprehensive signification —not confined to the 
qualified use of it in its immediate natural connection — it has been ex- 
tended to embrace the whole stock of descent derived from the ancestor 
of the original member. This construction has prevailed from an early 
period (the committee are informed) in the State Societies of Massachu- 
setts, New York, New Jersey, and Pennsylvania. The admission of 
nephews has been extended in Massachusetts and New York, to one 
claiming through a sister of an original member. To this interpretation 
we are indebted for some of our most valued and distinguished members. 

The only State Society in which it is understood that this more exten- 
sive construction in favor of more distant collaterals has not been adopted, 
is that of South Carolina. 

The Constitution of that Society admits all lineal descendants of an 
original member alike, whether through sons or daughters, without dis- 
tinction, as already mentioned, and lets in .the younger branches equally 
with the eldest. This Society recognized no other kind of collaterals 
than those originally intended. Rejecting the sense in which the term 
was originally employed, as done in South Carolina, places all the 
descendants of the progenitor upon the same footing. 

It is sufficiently evident that the State Societies —though some have 
adhered to the original limitation— have felt themselves at liberty to 
exercise some latitude in respect to the admission of members, so long as 
they did not depart from the course of hereditary succession. It has 
been shown that the Society of South Carolina, which first admitted the 
claim through the female line, has not only discarded all distinction 
between brothers, but has allowed the admission of several brothers at 
the same time. It is also understood that the Maryland Society allows 
the admission of different generations, as father and son — (and perhaps 
grandson) — together. The committee are not acquainted with any other 
usage of this extent. 

In this connection the committee would refer to the action of the 
General meeting, held in Philadelphia, in May, 1829, when, " a question 
having arisen, whether, in case of the death of a member having no male 
issue except a grandson, the issue of a daughter, such grandson shall be 
preferred to male collaterals ; the Society conceived the true construction 
of the Constitution to be, that the grandson shall be preferred, he being 
in the direct line of descent." 
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Doing away with the apparent distinction drawn between eldest and 
collateral in the lineal descent, and opening the succession equally to all 
in the direct line of descent of the first founder, allows room for choice 
on the ground of merit, and leaves the question solely, who shall Jill the 
place with most advantage f Proper distinction is still to be maintained 
between those in direct line and other more remote collaterals — in favor 
of the former, so long as any of the former are found worthy. And there 
will be no danger that the preference given to the eldest will not prevail, 
as long as those proper feelings of mankind which point to the eldest son 
as the natural successor of the father in the seat of honor, while there is 
no other more worthy to enjoy it, shall continue. That a due regard will 
always be paid to the predilections of the founders of the institution, we 
may safely trust to the sentiments of filial piety and reverence in their 
descendants. The prescriptive preference of the eldest son has been 
religiously observed by most of the State Societies. That the funda- 
mental principle has been faithfull}'' preserved, and that the institution 
stands on its hereditary ground, the best attestation is, that while the 
original members are almost gone, their places are chiefly filled by their 
eldest lineal descendants. 

It cannot be denied that whatever liberty has been allowed derives a 
sanction from the character which several of the State Societies have 
acquired by acts of incorporation, giving them the right of establishing 
their own rules of admission and succession ; and that this step was taken 
by the recommendation of the General Society, with a particular view to 
those points. By these acts those Societies are placed, in that respect, 
on a common footing with other eleemos^'nary corporations. These acts, 
which incorporate the original members and their associates, and contem- 
plate a perpetual succession, also recognize the historical origin of the 
institution, and the character of the founders as oflScers of the American 
army at the close of the Revolution ; and provide for the disposition of 
its funds according to the will and intention of the original donors. 

It is in vain, in the present diversity of practice, to exact a uniform 
rule, or extract from the variety more than a general principle ; or to 
insist upon any ground but one that shall embody the spirit, and embrace 
the objects of the original institution in its comprehensive scope, limiting 
the succession to the blood of the Revolution. 

The committee is, therefore, brought to the conclusion, that the insti- 
tution remains on the original foundation of 1783, subject, however, to 
some modification of the strict technical construction of the terms therein 
used with regard to the hereditary succession, congenial to the spirit of 
our civil institutions, and in accordance with the sense of the General 
Society, and of the State Societies, as expressed in reference to the pro- 
posed amendment of 1784 ; that the right of succession is not absolute 
even in the eldest son, but is subject to the right of the Society to judge, 
whether he be " worthy of becoming its supporter and member." That 
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this right of the Society to judge of the merit of the applicant applies 
equally to the eldest son, and to the '^ collateral branches," descending 
from the original members ; and thus that the right of succession, by 
title of primogeniture, is wholly subordinate to the claim of worth and 
merit on the part of the applicant. 

The committee believe this to have been the final intention of the 
framers of the Institution, and also to be a fair construction of the lan- 
guage of that instrument. At all events, the silent action and usage of 
the Society, in all its branches, for considerably more than half a cen- 
tury, has given a construction to this principle which cannot well now be 
questioned. 

In the ordinance submitted herewith, expression is distinctly given to 
this construction. 

It remains for the committee to consider that branch of the subject 
referred to them, which is suggested by the letter of the president-general 
read at the last meeting and to endeavor to propose a practical remedy 
in conformity with the views above expressed. 

The diminished number of the members upon the rolls of the remaining 
State Societies, and the fact that seven out of the original thirteen State 
Societies have long since ceased to exist, furnish a too painful justification 
of the apprehension suggested by the communication referred to the com- 
mittee. But this must not be. This Society was founded by our patriotic 
and gallant fathers. When the tempest raged and the storm of war, in 
all its violence and all its fury, beat upon the land, they were the brave 
and successful defenders of their country. They established this institu- 
tion — their exalted liberality devised and furnished an elevating and 
dignified charity, more than twice-blessed — they impressed upon it their 
own motto and injunction, ^esto perpetua,^ and they have bequeathed it to 
us — a trust, sacred and honorable. We cherish an honest pride in its 
integrity ; and as we exult in the memories of our fathers, and in their 
virtues, we must not disappoint their hopes. The Society of the Cincin- 
nati must be preserved. But the diflSculty presents itself, how shall our 
numbers be enlarged ? 

The committee believe that they express the feeling of every member 
of the Society, when they declare their entire unwillingness to extend the 
right of membership in any succession, whether lineal or collateral, beyond 
the descendants or other representatives of the officers of the American 
army during the war of the revolution. 

From them it is hoped and believed that the Society may be recruited 
to its original strength and vigor. 

The committee has neither been willing, nor felt itself at liberty to sug- 
gest any rule which should conflict with the great principles which were 
laid down in the establishment of the institution. These they regard as 
sacred, inviolable. 
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The sources whence increased numbers are hoped for under the plan 
recommended by the committee, and embraced in the Ordinance reported 
herewith, are two-fold. 1. The descendants of officers of the American 
army of the revolution, who did not themselves become members of the 
Society. 2. The admission of all the adult male descendants of the 
original members of the Society, instead of confining the representation 
to a single descendant. 

It was ordained by the founders of the Society that all the officers of 
the American army who had resigned with honor after three years' 
service in the capacity of officers, or who had been deranged by the 
resolutions of Congress, upon the several reforms of the army, or who 
continued to the end of the war, had a right to become parties to the 
institution; provided the right should be asserted, and certain terms 
complied with, within a specified time. The committee take it for granted, 
that the first resolution submitted to their consideration has direct refer- 
ence to that proviso, and the limitation therein contained. 

There were doubtless good reasons, at the time, for the enactment of 
this limitation. But when we consider the composition of that army, the 
privations which it had endured, the want of means of its members, the 
uncertainty of their pay, the depreciation of the currency in which that 
pay was received, and the strong and pressing calls for aid and support 
of the families of those who had devoted all to the cause they had 
espoused, we find abundant reasons why many did not avail of the 
privilege to become parties to the institution or the objects which it 
contemplated. 

The abrogation of this limitation does not conflict with any principle 
embraced in the organization of the Society, and is as entirely within the 
competence of the Cincinnati of the present day as its enactment was 
within that of their predecessors in 1783. The question is one of 
expediency, with many claims of justice, and more of friendship and of 
sympathy answering in the affirmative. 

The committee would here refer to the practice of at least one of the 
State Societies. The New York Society, in many instances, and for many 
years, continued to admit as members officers otherwise entitled but who 
had not availed themselves of the privilege within the limited time. They 
judged of the sufficiency of the reason for not having joined within the 
prescribed time ; but considered themselves at liberty to remit the pro- 
hibition arising from the non-claim of the party within the limit of time. 

The committee report a canon, virtually removing the disability created 
by the original limitation, leaving the subject within the discretion of that 
State Society to which application shall be made by the descendants of 
any of the officers, contemplated in the original articles, but who failed to 
avail themselves of the privilege within the time thereby limited. 

The original institution does not restrict the representation of the 
officer of the army who became a member of the Society, to a single 
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descendant of such officer. The Society is " to endure as long as they 
shall endare, or any of their eldest male posterity, etc., who may be 
judged worthy of becoming its supporters and members." This language, 
it may be argued, admits of more than one of such posterity being 
admitted ; and it has been shown that the practice in at least one State 
Society has been to admit several representatives of the original stock at 
the same time ; and this practice is entirely in accordance with the spirit 
of that design of the founders of the institution, which sought to " per- 
petuate as well the remembrance of a vast event as the friendships formed 
under the pressure of common danger," and ^^ particularly to extend acts 
of beneficence towards those officers and their /amiZtes, who unfortunately 
may be under the necessity of receiving it." 

It will be observed that the ordinance reported herewith proposes to 
recognize, in terms, the right of any State Society to admit all the adult 
male descendants of any officer of the American army of the Revolution, 
who was or who was entitled to have become a member of the Society, 
but not the absolute right of such descendants to claim admission without 
regard to the judgment of the Society. 

With these observations, the committee submit the result of their 
deliberations, in the form of an ordinance, for the consideration of the 
General Society. 

Should this ordinance, in whole or in part, meet the approbation of the 
General Society, or be susceptible of amendment so as to secure such 
approbation, it will, in the opinion of the committee, be necessary that it 
be transmitted in the form eventually approved, to the several State 
Societies for their approval and ratification ; and if approved and adopted 
by them, the committee recommend that it be considered and declared a 
rule for future action in the admission of members to the Society of the 
Cincinnati. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

Charles S. Daysis, 
J. W. Scott, 
Hamilton Fish. 
New York, May 7th, 1851. 



The foregoing report is printed in pursuance of the following entry 
upon the minutes of the meeting of the General Society : — 

" Colonel Scott stated that, in consequence of the very short time 
allowed, it had not been possible to get the reports into form for the 
immediate action of the meeting. He moved that the committee be 
instructed to have the report printed, and at least fifty copies sent to 
each State Society." 

15 
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THE SOCIETY OF THE CINCINNATI, 

Bt Appointment of the 

Triennial Meeting of May 7th, 1851, 

AND IN CONFORMITY WITH A CIRCULAR NOTICE, ADDRESSED BY 
THE SECRETARYGENERAL TO THE SECRETARIES OF THE 

SEVERAL STATE SOCIETIES, 

MET IN THE CITY OF BALTIMORE, AT BARNUM'S HOTEL, 

On the 17th op May, 1854 



The following officers were present : 

Honorable Hamilton Fish, vice-president-general; Alexander W. John- 
ston, secretary-general; Thomas McEuen, M.D., assistant secretary- 
general ; Colonel Joseph W. Scott, treasurer-general ; John H. Mark) and, 
assistant treasurer-general. 

And the following delegates, viz.: 

From Massachusetts : Honorable Charles S. Daveis, 

Frederic Tudor, , 

Colonel James W. Sever. 

New York : Honorable Hamilton Fish, 

Dr. Ed. P. Marcellin, 
Henry Floyd Talmadge. 

New Jersey : Colonel Joseph W. Scott, 

George C. Thomas. 

Pennsylvania : Colonel James Glentworth, 

John R. Latimer, 
General Jacob B. Weidman, 
Robert Adams, 
Charles L. Coltman. 

General John Speer Smith, 
C. C. Jamison, 
Ramsay McHenry, 
Augustus H. Kilty, U.S.N., 
General Tench Tilghman. 
(118) 



Maryland : 
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The vioe-president-general took the chair soon after ten o'clock, and no 
objection being made, the minates of the last general triennial meeting 
were read by the secretary-general. 

On motion of Colonel Scott, it was resolved to amend the minutes, by 
inserting after the ordinance providing for the election of officers, and the 
manner of voting in meetings of the General Society, ^^ which report was 
accepted, and the ordinance unanimously adopted." 

The vice-president then stated the melancholy cause of his presiding at 
the present meeting: the death of the late president-general, General 
Henry A. S. Dearborn, at Portland, Maine, on the 29th July, 1851. 

On motion made and carried, that the presiding officer appoint a com- 
mittee to examine and report the credentials of delegates, Mr. Markland 
and Colonel Sever were appointed to be that committee. 

They reported the following to be the delegates of the several State 
Societies : 



Massachusetts : 



New York : 



New Jersey : 



Pennsylvania : 



Maryland : 



South Carolina : 



Honorable Charles S. Daveis, 
Frederic Tudor, 
Colonel James W. Sever. 

Honorable Hamilton Fish, 
Ed P. Marcellin, M.D., 
Henry Floyd Talmadge. 

Colonel Joseph W. Scott, 
George C. Thomas, 
Robert D. Spencer. 

Colonel James Glent worth, 
John R. Latimer, 
General Jacob B. Weidman, 
Robert Adams, 
Charles L. Coltman. 

General John Speer Smith, 
W. S. Williams, 
John £. Howard, 
Commodore H. E. Ballard, 
C. C. Jamison, 
Ramsay Mc Henry, 
Augustus H. Kilty, XJ.S.N., 
General Tench Tilghman. 

Honorable James Simons, 
Wilmot G. De Saussure, 
J. Harleston Read. 



Colonel Sever, on the part of the delegation of the Society of Massa- 
chusetts, read an address that had been made to that Society, and the 
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resolutions adopted by it, on the announcement of the melancholy intelli- 
gence by the vice-president-general, of the death of the late president- 
general, which address and resolutions were, on motion, ordered to be 
entered on the minutes, and are as follows : 

" SOCIBTT OF THE CINCINNATI OP MASSACHUSETTS. 

" The Cincinnati of Massachusetts have learned with sincere grief the 
decease of their lamented brother. General Henry Alexander Scammel 
Dearborn, late president-general of the Society, and respond with deep 
sensibility to the impressive announcement of the event by their vice- 
president-general, the Honorable Hamilton Fish. 

" While one sentiment of sorrow and respect pervades this wide com- 
munity, while city and country unite in expression of a common loss, 
and various associate bodies offer their appropriate tributes, the members 
of this institution feel the force of too many fresh and powerful recollec- 
tions to be kept from taking part, or being the last to join, in the general 
testimonial. 

^* While all around is thus redolent and vocal of rare departed worth, 
there needs no added strain of eulogy from us. We aim not to recite his 
virtues nor recall his services, but to record the sincere token of our honor 
and affection. 

" General Dearborn was a marked and a virtuous man. Aloof from all 
ignoble objects,— elevated in character, — superior to fortune, — he stood 
conspicuous as one of the Corinthian pillars of society ; — a classic and 
lofty column, lending grace and stability to the structure. Distinguished 
alike by talent and attainment, he shone in every sphere it was his to fill 
with a dignity and purity eminently his own. 

'^ His was a genius to create and illustrate, — to develop and adorn. 
The material universe filled his mind with magnificent conceptions of its 
great archetype Nature revealed herself to his inquiring view in one 
unbounded province of fertility and beauty. With a mind devoted to 
the cause of the most liberal culture — animated with a spirit of indefati- 
gable research — whatever was reflected from the light of other times, — 
whatever gleamed among the gathered stores of learning and experience 
conducive to its best results, contributed their ripe and copious resources. 

"The wonderful achievements of art, the marvellous discoveries of 
science, kindled within him responsive conceptions, which he sought to 
embrace and to realize in congenial forms of social improvement and 
benevolent enterprise. He delighted in all that had for its end the 
instruction, elevation, and wholesome gratification of the community. 
Whatever tended to the advancement of useful knowledge or the difi'usion 
of elegant taste, — to the extension of commercial intercourse, and to pro- 
mote the industrial principles of national prosperity ; — whatever fostered 
the expansion of all those kindly and generous influences that cast a 
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cheerfbl beam upon existence, or shed a soothing balm upon its ills ; — 
whatever went, in a word, to raise, refine, relieve, and ameliorate the 
human lot — all found in him an active advocate and friend, with a con- 
stancy and ardor neither dulled by age nor damped by indifference, and 
an oblivion of no actual interest but his own. 

" Viewing life as the province of virtue, he needed no further incentive 
to the career by which its activity is crowned. He saw no bound to the 
good that could be done within its given space, and set no limit to the 
part assigned to himself. Duty with him was an ever active, animating 
spring, no less impulsive than enlightened. Its law was one of labor to 
him, as long as the day lasted ; one that indeed became its own abundant 
refreshment and reward. Multiplied and enriched as were its monuments, 
they were but fragmentary portions, as it were, of his existence, indi- 
cating the direction and attesting the constancy of his aspirations. Its 
varied shafts and buoyant arches rose into air in all their harmonious 
proportions, upheaving the dome that lifted and swelled with this salient 
expansive force to its own auspicious culmination. This was the master 
principle of his nature. Its conscious influence, illustrated by these con- 
genial and characteristic efforts, was predominant in all its departments. 
In the more active walks of social usefulness, alike as in the higher spheres 
of public service or the sequestered pathways of private life, its behests 
were all fulfilled with equal loyalty, fidelity, and promptitude. Whatever 
he undertook was with a single eye to its true end. Upon whatever bent, 
it was an orb that beamed with unblenching keenness. Whoever might 
falter in the course, his steadfast moral and civil courage did not fail nor 
waver upon any emergency. He stood upright and self-supported, even 
if he stood alone. Ardent and bold in his plans, earnest and intrepid in 
their execution, their success often owed as much to his own confidence 
and enthusiasm as to any kindred sympathy or encouragement, until their 
beneficence unfolding, their accomplishment was hailed with mingled grati- 
tude and admiration. Well has he won and nobly has he worn, and made 
no less his owrtj the palm which he only sought to appropriate with filial 
reverence and affection : Carum esse civem^ bene de repuhlica mereri, 
laudari, coli^ deligi, gloriosum est. 

" Such is the meed of our own regard ; such the accord of general re- 
gard and esteem towards him whom we so much honor and lament. ^^ His 
guerdon," as has been said, " was not of gold." All his aspirations evinced 
a nobler, more exalted aim ; the sway of higher principles than those of 
earth or art ; — something approaching nearer to the loftiness of the ideal 
— the moral and spiritual element mingling and blending with the mate- 
rial—the undying and undecaying soaring visibly' above the passing, 
earthborn and perishable. His range was not confined to the region of 
things around. He loved to hold converse with the departed great and 
good, and to bring their presence home to the souls of the living. His 
own spirit ever rose to inspiring thoughts of the dignity and destiny of 
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man. Action — great and noble action — not less than speech, — the power 
hardly less godlike, — ^had its commanding, all-powerful eloquence for him. 
History held out its great and glorious examples of constancy and virtue. 
Philosophy taught him equanimity under the allotments, and religion 
consoling reliance upon the wisdom and goodness, of Divine Providence. 
In every obscurity he could discern some distant ray; through every 
cloud (it was his own expression) he always descried a star. Life was 
neither darkened nor saddened, if softened and chastened, and its tone 
subdued, by its mellowing vicissitude and mature experience. It gathered 
new effulgence in its decline. It shone the most serene and bright in its 
setting. Its dearest domestic blessings encircled its close. 

^^ To us, who are of the past as well as of the present, who form a 
brotherhood founded in times of common hardship and danger, and ever 
mindful of the honored inheritance that has come to us, it belongs to 
cherish in sacred trust the memory of one who was always faithfHil to the 
historic fame, the heroic deeds, and soul-stirring traditions of the Revo- 
lutionary age. Its prominent and eventful scenes were all familiar to his 
knowledge. Hardly a spot invested with its lively associations was un- 
visited, or battle-ground unexplored, by him. That era was one radiant 
to his view with a lustre that wonted neither its Thermopylae nor its 
Marathon. It was reflected from Cape Diamond ; -it crowned the brilliant 
height of Bunker Hill ; — it shone along the embattled cliffs and shores of 
the North river, until its final splendor rested upon the last effulgent field 
of arms at Yorktown. To his ardent vision, the eagle's flight toward the 
sun surveyed no grander circuit than the extended American Union. Its 
stars forever shone out clear from their deep blue firmament. That 
flag, bloodstreaked, unstained, unfolded to the elements, was to him the 
oriflamme of national strength, safety, and prosperity. 

^' In all the benefits of peace he beheld the advantages that had been 
thus bought, and the milder glories of what was won for us in the war of 
freedom. Not called in our more favored day to endure the same ordeal, 
the toils, privations, and sufferings to which our brave sires were sum- 
moned, yet deeming no price too great to be paid for such precious boons, 
he held it a proportionate obligatioti to preserve and perpetuate these in- 
estimable blessings. 

*' Among the most valued legacies bequeathed to us by our revered fore- 
fathers, upon the dissolution of the band by which they had been united, 
was this noble, time-honored institution — devoted, as it was designed and 
it has been continued, to the maintenance of its original principles and 
purposes— which became the constantly increasing object of his thought- 
ful interest and affection. This feeling, which warmed his breast with its 
generous fervor, followed him to the grave. 

"The last part he took in life — as it were taking leave of it— was the 
honor he did us in presiding at our last celebration with all his accus- 
tomed grace and dignity and courtesy, and something even more as it 
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seemed than his usual animation. His last act here was in moving the 
admission of Daniel Webster as an honorary member. In a month he 
was no more. 

^* General Dearborn, it will be remembered while this institution shall 
last, was found worthy among all his brethren — and first of all its off- 
spring — to wear the distinguished badge which once graced the breast of 
our illustrious Washington. This wreath was the reward of manly virtue. 
On the illumined shield of the institution, among the appropriate emblems 
of the order, are emblazoned in beautiful relief the ensigns of official 
superiority ere long to be laid aside ; and amid the surrounding images 
of peaceful rural life, presented with faithful similitude in the background^ 
the retiring wife— the cottage-door — the parting scene I Fain would we 
follow out the last consoling touches of merciful design. In vain would 
fancy trace the dim receding outline — sympathy in vain seek to fill up its 
sacred depth I That can only be done by all the heart treasures of truth 
and tenderness on earth ; and faith cherishes in its fondest, firmest hold 
of the future I 

" With these sentiments, the committee appointed for the purpose beg 
leave to submit the following resolutions : 

^' Eesolved, That the Massachusetts Cincinnati have learned with sin- 
cere grief the decease of their beloved and lamented brother, General 
Henry Alexander Scammel Dearborn, late' president-general of the Cin- 
cinnati Society ; and that its members will ever hold in honored remem- 
brance, among the cherished virtues that adorned his character, his 
attachment to the principles of this institution, and the ardent interest be 
took in its maintenance and perpetuity. 

^^ Beaolved, That this Society responds with strong emotion to the ex- 
pressive announcement of this sudden event by the Honorable Hamilton 
Fish, vice-president-general, and that there be a due recognition of the 
appropriate recommendation by him for the occasion. 

" Resolved, That the members of this Society would testify their deep 
and respectful sympathy with the mourning relict and family of the 
deceased upon this great and most afSlcting bereavement. 

^ Benolved, That copies of these proceedings be communicated to the 
family of the deceased, and also to the vice-president-general and the 
secretary-general of the Society. 

^^ Chabuss S. Davsib, 
" eujah vose, 
"Alfred L. Bauby," 

The treasurer-general made a report of sums received and invested, and 
an account of disbursements. 
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The assistant treasurer-general also laid an aceoant before the meeting, 
and reported that he had paid over to the treasurer-general the balance 
of $125.31. 

This report and the accounts were, on motion of assistant treasurer- 
general, ordered to be entered on the minutes, and are as follows : 



REPORT OF THE TREASURER-GENERAL TO THE SOCIETY 

OF THE CINCINNATI. 

** In obedience to the order of the Society, at their meeting in the city of 
New York, in May, 1851, and very shortly after that meeting, I went to 
Washington to claim and receive the amount due us from the Treasury 
of the United States, and did receive the sum of sixteen hundred and 
ninety-one dollars and eight cents, in two entirely different parcels, one 
of which was in cash, and the other was by a draft on the Mint at 
Philadelphia. 

^^ Returning to Philadelphia, I called immediately on Mr. Markland, 
and learned the unwelcome intelligence that Mr. Johnston was exceed- 
ingly indisposed. We concluded, therefore, after having received from the 
Mint the amount of the draft, to proceed to make the investment directed 
by the Society, in the joint names of the three trustees, as directed by the 
order of the Society. 

" Sixteen hundred and fifty dollars were delivered by us to Mr. Biddle, 
for the purpose of purchasing Pennsylvania stock of the five per cent, 
loan. 

^^ The net produce is a certificate of seventeen hundred and fifty dollars. 

" The interest is payable half yearly, that is to say, on the first day of 
August and the first day of February. 

'^ The certificate bears date on the thirtieth day of June, Anno Domini, 
1851, and is herewith exhibited. 

'' The half yearly interest is subject to some small tax by the State of 
Pennsylvania, and its net half yeai*ly produce is forty-one dollars and fifty- 
six cents. 

" Five of these have been received, and, of course, without any expense 
to the Society, and they are set forth in the accompanying account 
current. From all which it appears, that there remains in the hands of 
the treasurer-general the sum of seventy-two dollars and ninety cents, 
subject to the order and disposition of the Society. 

"J. W, SCOTT. 
"Buccleuch, May 15th, 1854." 
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J. W. SooTT, Treaaurer-General^ in account uoith the Cincinnati. 

This accountant charges himself with the following: 

1 851. June To amount of cash received from the Treasury 

of the United States, $1,691 08 

" " To cash received for interest of Pennsylvania 

stock, that is to say, the interest due on the 
investment in August, 1851, and in Febru- 
ary and August, 1852, being each $41 56, . 124 68 

1854. May 10. To cash received from assistant treasurer- 
general, J. H. Markland, Esq., 125 31 

$1,941 07 

This accountant prays allowance — 

1 851. June By cash delivered to Mr. Biddle, broker, for in- 
vestment, $1,650 00 

^* ^' By cash paid for expenses to and at Washing- 
ton, returning, etc., 63 47 

^ " Cash paid Gov. Fish, as per account and receipt, 20 15 

** *' Cash paid by him to District Attorney, ... 5 00 
'* " Cash paid A. W. Johnston, Esq., secretary. 

general, as per bill and receipt, 13 42 

" '< Cash paid Adams & Co.'s Express, per Eweng, 1 25 

** " Balance from last account, 76 77 

^^ ^^ Cash paid Dr. McEuen, assistant secretary, 

amount of bills paid for printing, etc., . . 38 1 1 

" " Balance in hand, 72 90 

$1,941 07 

J. H. Mabkland, Assistant Treasurer- General of the Society of the 
Cincinnati^ in account with the Treasurer-OeneraL 

Dr. 

1851. June 27. Balance of cash from T Biddle & Co.,. . $00 62 

1853. Sept. 7. Dividends Pennsylvania State Stock, ... 83 12 

$83^ 

1854. May 10. Dividends Pennsylvania State Stock, ... 41 56 

(Paid.) $125 31 

Statement of investment by T. Biddle & Co. 

$1,750 Pennsylvania State 5 per cent, stock, at 94, $1,645 00 

Brokerage i, 4 38 

$1,649 38 
Cash received for investment, 1 ,650 00 

Balance, 62 

16 
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Dr. Marcellin made application for the diploma of the Marquis Du- 
Quesne, whose representative has been admitted to membership in the 
New York State Society. 

The secretary-general read part of a correspondence on the subject of 
this diploma, when, on motion of General Smith, the secretary-general 
was authorized to countersign the original diploma of the Marquis Du- 
Quesne, and deliver it to the secretar)^ of the New York State Society. 

Dr. Marcellin made a verbal report on the part of the committee on 
diplomas of foreign members, and the committee was continued. 

The committee on printing documents was called on, and, after some 
conversation, the vacancy in the committee caused by the death of 
General Dearborn, was by resolution, filled by the appointment of the 
Honorable Hamilton Fish. 

The secret ary-gen(eral made the following report, viz.: 

That he had furnished each of the secretaries of the existing State 
Societies of the Cincinnati with a copy of the minutes of the last triennial 
meeting of the General Society, held in the city of New York, on the 7th 
of May, 1851, in time for their consideration and action, on the then 
ensuing Fourth of July, and that he received prompt replies from the 
following, viz ; 

Massachusetts State Society. 

" The Ordinance of the General Society has not been acted on by our 
State Society, but referred to a committee to report on the 4th July." — 
Extract from the Secretary's letter, July 14th, 1851. 

New York State Society. 

" Resolved, That the New York State Society of the Cincinnati do 
hereby approve and ratify the aforesaid Ordinance, and do adopt the same ; 
but, inasmuch as the approval and ratification of the said Ordinance, by 
all the State Societies, is essential to its adoption as a rule for future 
action in the admission of members to the Society of the Cincinnati, the 
adoption of the said Ordinance by this Society is upon condition, and 
upon the express declaration, that the same shall be approved, ratified, 
and adopted by each and every one of the remaining State Societies, 
before it shall be considered as a rule of action for the government of 
this Society." — Extract from the Secretary's letter, July 12th, 1851. 

Pennsylvania State Society. 

" Resolved, That the secretary notify the secretary-general, and also 
the secretaries of the different State Societies of the Cincinnati, of the 
approval and adoption of the Ordinance relative to the succession and 
admission of members in Canons No. 1 to 8, as reported in the triennial 
meeting of the General Society, held in New York in May last." — Extract 
from Secretai'y's letter of July 7th, 1851, 
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South Gabolina State Society. 

" And have the pleasure of acknowledging the receipt of the proceed- 
ings of the General Society. They have been referred to a committee of 
our Society, to report upon at our next meeting." — Extract from Secre- 
tary's letter of July 10th, 1851. 

And the secretary-general further reports, That he again addressed the 
State Societies on the 18th June, 1852, calling their attention particularly 
to the action of the above-named Societies on the Ordinance recom- 
mended for adoption, urging a definite action on the same (see circular 
of that date) ; that since that time he has received communications from 
Adams Baily, secretary of the Massachusetts State Societ^^ and from 
C. C. Jamison, Esq., secretary of the Marj-land State Society, on the 
subject of the Ordinance, which communications accompany this report. 

All of which is respectfully submitted by 

A. W. JOHNSTON, 

Secretary- General of the Gindnnaii. 
May, 1854. 

The two communications mentioned in the last paragraph of the 
secretary-general's report are, in substance, the adoption by the Massa- 
chusetts Society of certain ordinances on admission to membership, a 
printed copy of said Ordinances, and of a report of the committee, 
recommending them to the Massachusetts State Society. 

Also, a letter of C. C. Jamison, Esq., secretary of Maryland State 
Society, dated July 8th, 1852, stating that the Ordinance relative to the 
admission and succession of members, as adopted by the General Society 
on the 7th of May, 1851, had been submitted on the 5th instant to the 
Society. ** When, after discussion, it was 

" Resolved, That the aforesaid Ordinance be not concurred in by the 
Society of Maryland, and that the secretary be instructed to communicate 
such decision to the secretary of the General Society of the Cincinnati." 

The report of the secretary-general was accepted, and ordered to be put 
upon the minutes. 

Colonel Scott made a verbal statement of the proceedings of the New 
Jersey State Society, which has not adopted the ordinances. 

On motion of Mr. Markland, it was resolved to proceed to the election 
for general officers, and to hold a recess for preparing tickets, all the 
oflBcers to be placed on a single ticket. 

At the time fixed, the Society came to order, and the vice-president, 
having appointed Colonel Sever and Mr. Thomas, tellers, an election was 
held, which the tellers reported to have resulted as follows : 

President-general, Hon. Hamilton Fish, New York. 
Vice-president-general, Hon. Charles S. Daveis, Massachusetts. 
Secretary-general, Alexander W. Johnston, Esq., Pennsylvania. 
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Assistant secretary-general, Thomas McEuen, M. D., Pennsylvania. 

Treasurer-general, Col. Joseph W. Scott, New Jersey. 

Assistant treasurer-general, John H. Markland, Esq., Pennsylvania. 

On the suggestion of Mr. Latimer, the presidents of the State Societies 
present, three in number, proceeded to invest the newly-elected president- 
general with the decoration presented by the '^ French sailors to General 
Washington." 

Governor Pish, on taking the Chair, expressed, in a few very appropriate 
words, his high sense of the honor conferred on him by the Society. 

Mr. Daveis also offered his thanks in a suitable address of much feeling. 

The Society then, on motion, adjourned to meet next morning at nine 
o'clock, in the same place. 



May 18th, nine o'clock, a. m. 

The Society met, in accordance with the resolution for adjournment. 

The delegation of the State Society of South Carolina being announced, 
the Hon. James Simons and J. Harleston Read, Jr., Esq., were introduced 
by the committee on credentials. 

The Ordinances relative to the succession and admission of members, 
recommended at the last triennial meeting to the action of the State 
Societies, being now called up for consideration, and it appearing from 
the secretary-general's report of the communications made to him on the 
subject, that several State Societies had not concurred in said Ordinance, 
it was announced by the president-general that the ordinances not having 
received the assent of all the State Societies, have failed to be adopted 

Mr. Tudor laid before the meeting the following resolutions on the 
subject, which, on his motion, were ordered to be entered on the minutes : 

Ef solved, That the General Society will not object to the admission of 
members by the State Societies of the lineal descendants of officers of any 
grade, commissioned or warrant officers, who have served three years in 
the war of the Revolution, and have been honorably discharged. 

JResolvedj That the lineal or collateral descendants of commissioned 
officers, killed or maimed in battle, may be admitted members, upon 
ample proof of the death or maiming of such ancestor in the cause of the 
War of Independence. 

Besolved, That the direct descendants above mentioned of commis- 
sioned officers who may have served in the Revolutionary war and been 
honorably discharged, may be admitted members by the State Societies, 
as they may think expedient, where the ancestor may have neglected -to 
secure his own admission at the formation of the Society. This, upon 
sufficient payment of arrearages, and at the discretion of the State 
Societies, in order to add to their ranks honorable and valuable members. 
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Resolved^ That it shall be neoessary to the admission of all members 
included in the present resolves, that they supply the original pay of one 
month, together with interest at the rate not exceeding three per cent, per 
annum and that the accumulated sum shall in no instance exceed $500, 
with the recommendation of the General Society to commute it to half 
that sum, as circumstances and the ability of individuals shall indicafe 
and justify. 

Besolvedj That it be enjoined upon the State Societies to keep con- 
stantly in mind, to preserve the blood of the descent, that being of vital 
importance, and what will in the future lapse of time, give all the value 
which will attach to being a member of the Society of Cincinnati. 

On motion of the assistant treasurer-general, seconded by Mr. Tudor, 
the meeting went into committee of the whole. 

When the committee rose, it reported that it had had under considera- 
tion the principles contained in the resolutions which had been submitted 
to it, and had made some amendments thereto. 

On motion, this report was adopted, and the report and resolutions were 
referred to a committee consisting of the president-general and the presi- 
dents of the State Societies present, and the Honorable James Simons, of 
the South Carolina State Society. 

General Smith, on the part of the committee, reported the following 
preamble and resolutions : 

Whbbbas, the ordinances relating to succession and membership pro- 
posed at the last triennial meeting to the several State Societies for their 
sanction, do not appear to have been adopted by them, while no disagree- 
ment or dissatisfaction has been evinced in respect to the general princi- 
ples contained in the report submitted with the same, which have been 
received with favor and approval, so far as opinion has been expressed ; 
therefore, in order to carry out those principles more satisfactorily, and at 
the same time to harmonize their results with the views and practical con- 
structions prevailing among the different State Societies, 

Resolved^ That each State Society shall have the full right and power 
to regulate the admission of members, both as to the qualifications of the 
members and the terms of admission ; provided, that admission be con- 
fined to the male descendants of original members, or of those who are 
now members (including collateral branches as contemplated by the origi- 
nal constitution); or to the male descendants of such ofidcers of the arm}' 
or navy as may have been entitled to admission, but who failed to avail 
themselves thereof within the time limited by the constitution ; or to the 
male descendants of such ofiQcers of the army or navy of the revolution 
as may have resigned with honor or left the service with reputation ; or to 
the male collateral relatives of any officer who died in service without 
leaving issue. 
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Beaolvedj That the male descendants of those wbo were members of 
State Societies which have been dissolved, may be admitted into existing 
Societies, upon such terms as those Societies thinic proper to prescribe. 

Resolved^ That the foregoing resolutions be proposed to the several 
State Societies, and their assent be requested thereto; and upon such 
assent being given by each of the remaining Societies, the secretary- 
general shall issue notice thereof to each Society, and thereupon the said 
resolutions shall become operative, and each State Society shall be at 
liberty to act upon the power given thereby. 

Which were adopted ; and, on the ayes and nays being called for, the 
votes were as follows : — 

States — Ayes : Massachusetts, 5 ; New York, 5 ; New Jersey, 5 ; 
Pennsylvania, 5 ; Maryland, 5 ; South Carolina, 5. 

Officers — Ayes : President-general, 1 ; vice-president-general, 1 ; sec- 
retary-general, 1 ; assistant secretary-general, 1 ; treasurer-general, 1 ; 
assistant treasurer-general, 1. 

On motion of Colonel Sever, it was 

Resolved^ That the cash in the hands of the treasurer-general (after 
paying a bill of $2 now due), with the interest accruing, be invested from 
time to time at the discretion of the trustees. 

On motion of General Smith, it was 

Resolved, That a draft be made by the treasurer-general on the State 
Societies, in equal proportions, for the expenses of this meeting, including 
those of printing the proceedings of the meeting, circulars, etc. 

On motion of General Smith, it was 

Resolved, That in future the expenses of the general meetings of the 
Society be borne in equal proportions by the State Societies whether repre- 
sented or not. 

Mr. Latimer made a motion that the next general meeting be held in 
Boston, Massachusetts, on the fourth Wednesda}*^ in May, 1857. 

General Smith proposed to amend by inserting Charleston, South 
Carolina, and a division being called for, it appeared that there were ten 
votes in the affirmative and eleven in the negative, so the amendment was 
lost. 

The question being then taken on Mr. Latimer's motion, it was carried 
in the affirmative. 

On motion of General Tilghman, it was 

Resolved, That a special general meeting of the Cincinnati be held in 
Charleston, South Carolina, on the first Wednesday in February next 
(1855). 

The rough minutes were then read, amended and adopted. 
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A motion to adjourn was then made and carried in the affirmative 

On announcing this result, the president-general made some remarks on 
the condition and prospects of the Society, which at the unanimous request 
of members, were furnished by the president to be placed on the minutes, 
and are as follows : * 

^^ Before announcing the result of the vote just taken, I ask permission 
to congratulate the Society upon the auspicious prospect which this meet- 
ing has encouraged us to contemplate. 

" For the first time in the history of the Institution, every State Society 
extant has been represented at a general meeting, and while giving utter- 
ance to my own most cordial emotions, I feel and I know that it is but 
expressing the warm sentiment of all the delegates from the other Societies 
to say that no incident could have added so much to the interest of the 
meeting, or to the gratification or the encouragement which it has inspired, 
as the presence of our friends, the representatives of our brethren of Mary- 
land and of South Carolina. 

" Never estranged, still for long years we have failed all to come to- 
gether ; but the friendships of our fathers * formed under the pressure of 
common danger, and, in many instances, cemented by their blood,' have 
descended to their sons, and, after a lapse of seventy years from the 
organization of the Society, have brought us here from the remote points 
of the old thirteen States, representing all that is left of an Institution 
which its founders hoped to be perpetual, but representing it, as they 
designed it, ' One Society of Friends.' 

'' This reunion marks an epoch in our history. The destinies of the 
Society are now in the hands of its hereditary members. The founders 
of the Institution, with one exception, have passed away; one original 
member alone is known to survive ; and he, far advanced in the vale of 
years, with an intellect still vigorous, and a patriotism as ardent as that 
of his youth, is still spared, closing a well-spent life, at his home near the 
' Cantonment of the American army on Hudson's river,' like a fond parent 
while waiting his summons, watching over the birthplace of a beloved 
child. 

" The interest in the Society which the presence of the heroes who 
formed it gave to its meetings has gone — their virtues, their memories, 
their friendships, the principles which they asserted, remain to constitute 
its interest. These are now in our keeping; and our Institution is hence- 
forth to be maintained by the emulation of their virtues, the reverence of 
their memories, the adoption of their friendships, and the advocacy of 
their principles. It is for us to show that the work which they did was 
not in vain ; the past is theirs, and has been well done — the present is 
ours, full of hope and of promise ; and when the present comes, as it soon 
will, to be the past, may our sons say that it, too, has been well done. 
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" Standing between two generations/ we owe a duty to both. The 
wreath upon our Society's badge is inscribed ' Virtutis prsemium,* As 
we received it, so may we part with it. A device in that badge repre- 
sents two * hands joined,' but those hands are joined 'supporting a heart.' 
The motto of our Society is our Father's pra^'er in its behalf, ^Esto per- 
petua.^ This inscription, this device, and this motto, are suggestive of 
our double duty. What we have received from worthy sires, let us trans- 
mit unimpaired to sons whom we shall train to emulate their virtues and 
their patriotism. , 

'^ Gentlemen, you have voted that this meeting stand adjourned. We 
met, many personally unknown to others ; we part friends, I trust, for 
life. Accept my thanks for your kindness and support in the duties of 
the office in which your favor has placed me, and my best wishes for your 
safe return to families and to home. 

'^ In pursuance of your vote, this meeting stands adjourned." 

And the Society then adjourned. 

THOS. MoEUEN, 
Assistant Secretary- General. 
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THE SOCIETY OF THE CINCINNATI 

MKT AT THE 

MILLS HOUSE, CITY OP CHARLESTON, SOUTH CAROLINA, 

On the Seventh Day op February, 1855. 



This meeting is held in pursuance of a resolution adopted at the last 
triennial meeting in Baltimore, May 8th, 1854 ; notice having been given 
by the secretary-general in a circular letter to the several State Societies. 

At ten o'clock, a. m , the president-general took the chair, there being 
present : —Hamilton Fish, president-general ; Thomas McEuen, assistant 
secretary-general ; John H. Markland, assistant treasurer-general ; and 
the following delegates, viz., from — 



South Carolina : 

Mr. H. A. DeSaussure, 
Mr. James Simons, 
Mr. Wilmot G. DeSaussure, 
Mr. R. W. Cogdell. 

New Jersey : 

Mr. L. Q. C. Elmer. 



Pennsylvania : 

Mr. Wm. G. Caldwell, 
Mr. Robert Adams. 

New York : 

Mr. Charles A. Clinton. 

Massachusetts : 

Rev. Mr. Baury. 



The minutes of the last triennial meeting were read, and, on motion of 
the assistant treasurer-general, were amended by striking out from the 
ninth and tenth line from the bottom on page eight of printed form the 
words ** the principles of the original succession of members remains un- 
changed," and insert 'Hhe ordinances not having received the assent of 
all the State Societies have failed to be adopted." 

The president-general then appointed Mr. Elmer and Mr. Simons a 
committee to verify the credentials of delegates, who made the following 
report: — 

(188) 17 



134 

The special committee, to whom was referred the verification of certifi- 
cates of delegates, respectfully report that they have examined the several 
certificates and repoi-t the following delegates to have been duly appointed : 



South Carolina: 



Hon. J. HarlestOD Read, Sr , 
H. A. DeSausfiure, 
Hon. John L. Manning, 
Hon. James Simons, 
Wilmot G. DeSaussure, 
R. W. Cogdell. 



Maryland : 



Gen. John S. Smith, 
Hon. John Nelson, 
C. C. Jamison, 
W. S. Williams, 
Ramsay McHenry, 
Gen. Tench Tilghman, 
Jno. E. Howard, 
Wm. Carvill Hall. 



Pennsylvania : 

Col. James Glentworth, 
Gen. Jacob B. Weidman, 
John R. Latimer, 
Geo. W. Harris, 
Wm. G. Caldwell, 
Robert Adams. 

New Jersey: 

Col. Joseph W. Scott, 
Geo. C. Thomas, 
Hon. L. Q. C. Elmer. 

New York : 

Charles A. Clinton, 

Henry Hall Ward, 

Dr. Edward P. Marcellin. 

Massachusetts : 

Hon. Charles S. Daveis, 
Rev. A. L. Baury, 
Adams Baile3^ 



Respectfully submitted. 



Lucius Q. C. Elmer, 
James Simons. 



The committee on diplomas of French officers, in consequence of the 
absence and sickness of Mr. Marcellin, made no report, but was continued. 

The committee on printing documents reported that some progress 
had been made in the selection of papers of peculiar interest, and was 
continued. 

The assistant treasurer-general made a verbal report of the state of the 
funds in the treasury. 

On motion of Mr. Simons, it was resolved, that hereafter, no other title 
than that of Mr. be used in designating members in the minutes of the 
General Society. 

On motion of Mr. W. G. DeSaussure, it was resolved, that when the 
meeting adjourn, it do adjourn to meet to-morrow, at ten o'clock ; and the 
meeting then adjourned. 
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February 8th. 

The Society met, and at ten o'clock, the president general took the 
chair. 

Present, the same gentlemen as yesterday. 

The minutes of yesterday's fleeting were read. 

Mr. J. Harleston Read, of South Carolina, and Mr. Ramsay McHenry, 
of Maryland, took their seats. 

Communications made to the secretary-general, of the action of several 
of the State Societies, on the ordinances for the admission of members, 
were read, and some discussion had thereon. 

On motion of Mr. Elmer, seconded by Mr. Simons, it was resolved, that 
a special meeting be held in Trenton, New Jersey, on the third Wednes- 
day in May, 1856. at twelve M. 

On motion of the assistant treasurer-general, it was resolved, that the 
sum of ten dollars be assessed on each State Society, to meet tlie expenses 
of this meeting— printiug minutes, circulars, etc. 

And the meeting then adjourned. 

THOMAS McEUEN, 

A ssiatant Secretary- General, 
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THE SOCIETY OF THE CINCINNATI, 

Mbt in Special Gsnbbal Mbetino 

On Wednesday, May 21st, 1856, 

IN THE TRENTON HOUSE, TRENTON, NEW JERSEY, 

at twelve o'olook m., 

CONFORMABLT TO A RESOLUTION OF THE LAST SPECIAL GbNEBAL MEETING 

IN Chableston, South Cabolina, the usual Notice hayinq been 

Addbbssbd to the General Officers and to the Respegtiye 

State Societies bt the Assistant Secretary-General. 



There were present : — Charles S. Daveis, vice-president-general ; Joseph 
W. Scott, treasurer-general ; Thomas McEuen, assistant secretary-general. 

And the following delegates, viz. : 

From New Jersey : Joseph W. Scott, 

William Pennington, 
Thomas Cadwalader, 
L. Q. C. Elmer. 

Pennsylvania : James Glentworth, 

G. W. Harris, 
Robert Adams. 

Massachusetts : Charles S. Daveis, 

Rev. Alfred L. Baury, 
Benjamin Dana. 

Maryland : Tench Tilghman. 

South Carolina: James Simons, 

J. Harleston Read, Jr., 
Harris Simons. 

A note from the president-general was then read, expressing his regret 
that, being detained by public business in the Senate chamber, it would 
be impossible for him to be present with the Society. 

1186; 



\ 



137 



New York : 



Massachusetts : 



On motion of Mr. McEuen, seconded by Mr. Adams, a committee to 
examine the credentials of delegates was appointed by the vice-president- 
general, consisting of Mr. Elmer and Mr. James Simons, who shortly 
made the following report : 

The special committee appointed to examine the credentials of dele- 
gates respectfully report that they find the following persons have been 
duly appointed from the State Societies, viz. : 

New Jersey : L. Q. C. Elmer, 

Thomas Cadwalader, 
William Pennington, 
G. C. Thomas, 
J. W. Scott. 

Charles A. Clinton, 
Edward P. Marcellin, 
Theodosius 0. Fowler. 

Charles S. Daveis, 
Adams Bailey, 
Benjamin Dana, 
Rev. Alfred L. Baury. 

John R. Latimer, 
James Olentworth, 
George W. Harris, 
Robert Adams, 
William Y. Caldwell, 
Harris L. Sproat. 

Tench Tilghman. 

James Simons, 

J. Harleston Read, Jr., 

Harris Simons. 

And the committee beg leave to state that they are informed a full 
delegation has been appointed from the State Society of Maryland, but 
no credentials have been forwarded. 

L. Q. C. Elmer, 
Jambs Simons. 



Pennsylvania : 



Maryland : 
South Carolina: 



The assistant secretary-general having announced the loss the Society 
has sustained by the death of the late secretary-general, it was, on mo- 
tion of the treasurer-general, accompanied with appropriate observations, 

Besolvedj That the officers and delegates wear the usual badge of 
mourning for thirty days. 

Also, that the following preamble and resolutions be entered on the 
minutes. 

Also, that a copy thereof be transmitted to the family of Mr. Johnston 
by the assistant secretary-general. 
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*' The assistant secretary-general having communicated to this Society 
that Alexander W. Johnston, Esq., our secretary-general, has departed 
this life since the last meeting ; 

" Sincerely do we lament the death of our beloved brother. We attest 
to the high and honorable character which he attained and well 
supported. 

'^ He was the son of a brave and gallant soldier of the Revolution, and 
well did he sustain the name of his honorable father. 

^' He was a faithful and diligent officer of our Society, and endeared to 
every member. 

" We tender our sincere condolement to his bereaved family." 

Mr. Elmer informed the meeting that the delegates of the State 
Society, with other gentlemen of the State of New Jersey, some of 
whom had been present in Charleston during the meeting there in 1855, 
would be gratified to entertaiu the officers and delegates at dinner to-day. 
Whereon, on motion of Mr. James Simons, it was 

Besolvedj That when the meeting adjourn it shall be till ten o'clock to- 
morrow morning. 

Mr. Simons at the same time expressed the great satisfaction with 
which he had met the Society at Charleston, and which he would be 
delighted to renew on the present occasion. 

Mr. Scott, on seconding the motion, made some interesting remarks of 
the same character. 

On motion of Mr. Scott, seconded by Mr. Elmer, it was 

Resolved^ That a successor to Mr. Johnston, as trustee of the funds of 
the Society, be appointed, and that the vice-president name a committee 
for making the nomination. 

The vice-president named Mr. Elmer, Mr. Tilghman and Mr. James 
Simons to be that committee. 

On motion of Mr. Olentworth, it was 

Resolved^ That a committee of three delegates be appointed to make 
suitable preparations for a dinner to be given by the Society to-morrow. 

The vice-president-general appointed Mr. Cadwalader, Mr. Glentworth 
and Mr. Dana. 

The assistant secretary-general read the following letter : 

*' Philadelphia, July 10th, 1855. 

*' Thomas MoEuen, M. D., Assistant Secretary-General: 

"Deab Sir:— I have the honor to transmit to 3^ou the following copy 
of a resolution passed at the annual meeting of the State Society of the 
Cincinnati of Pennsylvania, held July 4th,ult., the seventy-ninth anniver- 
sary of American Independence : 
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" * On motion 

" * Besolved, That this Society withdraw their assent to the resolution 
adopted by the General Society at their meeting in Baltimore, on the 
17th day of May, 1854, which was adopted by this Society on the 4th day 
of July, 1854, and that the Secretary be directed to notify the secretary- 
general and the secretaries of the several State Societies of the same.' 

" I remain, 

" Very respectfully, 

" Your obedient servant, 

« HARRIS L. SPROAT, 
" Secretary of the State Society of the Cincinnati of Fenna^ 

On motion of Mr. Tilghman, seconded by Mr. Read, it was 

Besolvedj That the subject of the admission of members be made the 
order of business for eleven o'clock to-morrow, in committee of the whole. 

On motion of Mr. Glentworth, seconded by Mr. McEuen, the meeting 
was then adjourned. 



Thursday, May 22d. 

The Society met pursuant to adjournment. 

Present : — The vice-president-general, treasurer-general, assistant secre- 
tary-general, assistant treasurer-general. 

The delegates as yesterday, with the exception of Rev Mr. Baury, and 
Mr. Dana, of Massachusetts. 

The committee appointed to nominate a trustee of the funds of the 
Society, in the place of Mr. Alexander W. Johnston, deceased, made a 
report recommending the appointment of Mr. John McDowell, Jr., of 
Philadelphia, which was accepted, and Mr. McDowell was appointed. 

Pursuant to resolution, the meeting then went into committee of the 
whole, Mr. Scott in the chair. 

After discussion, the committee rose, and reported the following pre- 
amble and resolutions : 

Whereas, The resolutions in reference to the admission of members, 
which were adopted by the triennial meeting at Baltimore, in May, 1854, 
were the result of careful deliberation and successive action continued 
through a number of years ; 

And Whereas, The said meeting was the first and only one at which 
there was a full representation of all the State Societies, in addition to the 
whole of the officers, and said action was concurred in by all the officers 
and representatives present at said meeting ; 
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And Whereas, This meeting is satisfied that a large majority of the 
State Societies desire the adoption of said resolutions, and deem it more 
consistent with the principles of the General Society, that the State 
Societies should be permitted to exercise their judgment, within the 
limits named in said resolutions, than that either the majority or minority 
of said societies should control the action of the other, therefore, 

Besolved, That the resolution adopted at the last trieanial meeting, 
requiring the assent of the several State Societies to the resolutions in 
relation to the admission of members, as the condition on which the said 
resolutions shall become operative, be ^nd the same is hereby repealed. 

Which, on motion of Mr. Tilghman, seconded by Mr. Elmer, were 
adopted ; the votes being taken by officers and delegations as below : 

Yeas: — ^Yice-president-general, 1 ; treasurer-general, 1 ; assistant secre- 
tary-general, 1 ; assistant treasurer-general, 1 ; New Jersey, 5 ; Massa- 
chusetts, 5 ; South Carolina, 5 ; Maryland, 5 ; Pennsylvania, 5. 

On motion of Mr. Elmer, seconded by Mr. Markland, it was 

Resolved^ That the president-general, vice-president-general, and Mr. 
Tilghman, be appointed a committee to prepare a report for the next 
triennial meeting on the subject of the constitution of the Society, and 
all matters relative thereto. 

On motion of Mr. Read, seconded by Mr. Glentworth, it was 

Resolved^ That the Society of the Cincinnati, impressed with the kind 
and generous feelings which prompted the attention and hospitality 
tendered them and gratefully received by them, from the delegation of 
the State Society of the Cincinnati of New Jersey and other citizens of 
the State, hereby return their sincere thanks for this mark of kindness 
and consideration. 

On motion of the assistant treasurer-general, seconded by Mr. Adams, 
it was 

Resolved^ That the sum of twenty dollars ($20) be assessed on each 
State Society to defray the expenses of this meeting. 

On motion of the assistant secretary -general, seconded by the assistant 
treasurer-general, it was 

Resolved^ That the expenses of the secretary for printing, etc., contin- 
gent on the proceedings of the Society, be defrayed from the treasury of 
the Society. 

On motion of Mr. Tilghman, seconded by Mr. Markland, it was 

Resolved^ That the assistant secretary-general be authorized to procure 
another cabinet for containing the archives of the Society. 

Also, that the archives be put at the disposal of the committee on the 
constitution when required by them. 
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The letter of the president-general read by the vice-president, was, with 
the general approbation of the Society, ordered to be placed on the 
minutes. 

^^ Senate Chamber, May 20th, 1856. 

" Hon. Charles S. Dayeis, Vice-President. 

'^Mt Dear Sir: — At the last moment I find myself anable to leave 
here. The condition of the public business, and the immediate pendency 
of several matters in which, either from the interests of my constituents 
or my own connection as member of committees, I am compelled to 
observe a watchfulness, which requires my continued presence, render it 
impossible for me to be absent during the present week. I hoped to have 
been able to effect some arrangement to enable me to be present with you 
to-morrow, and have not abandoned that hope until the last moment. I 
need not say how great is my disappointment. The meetings of the 
Cincinnati with me are bright days, bringing enjoyment in the present, 
pride and veneration of the past, hope of the future. And whatever (just 
at this time) gives hope of the future, may well be prized. I beg you, 
my dear sir, to make my excuse to the Society. I envy you the pleasure 
of a meeting at Trenton^ where the tide of disaster, defeat and despond- 
ency was firs^ arrested and turned back, where hope and confidence were 
first restored, and where a masterly retreat was more than redeemed by a 
still more masterly assault and victory. 

^^ You and our associates will enjoy it. I can only be with you in spirit. 
The meeting, I am sure, will be productive of good. May God bless the 
Society, and advance the objects for which it was formed, and may His 
rich blessings rest upon you, and the gentlemen who may be present. 

" With sincere regard, 

** Faithfully yours, 

"HAMILTON PISH." 

The Society was then indefinitely adjourned. 

THOMAS McEUBN, 
Assistant-Secretary' General, 
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1857 



SOCIETY OF THE CINCINNATI. 

Eighty-first Year of the Independence of the United States. 

Boston, May 27th, 1857. 



The Society met at the United States Hotel in triennial meeting, as 
appointed by the general meeting in Baltimore, in 1854; the usual cir- 
cular notice having been sent by the assistant secretary-general to the 
general officers and the secretaries of the State Societies. 

There being present Hamilton Fish, president-general; Charles S. 
Daveis, vice-president-general ; Thomas McEuen, assistant secretary- 
general ; Joseph W. Scott, treasurer-general. 

And the following delegates : 



Massachusetts : 

Charles S. Daveis, 
Benjamin Dana, 
Adams Bailey, 
John J. Soren, 
Franklin Pierce, 
Rev. Alfred L. Baury, 
Frederick Tudor, 
James W, Sever, 
William Perkins, 
John Homans. 

New York: 

Alexander B. Thompson, 
Edward Macomber. 



New Jersey : 

Joseph W. Scott, 
William Pennington, 
Thomas Cadwalader. 



Pennsylvania: 

John R. Latimer, 
Samuel B. Boude, 
James Glentworth, 
Robert Adams. 



Maryland : 



Tench Tilghman. 



The president-general took the chair at 12 o'clock m. ; the meeting was 
opened with a prayer by the Rev. Mr. Baury, delegate from the State 
Society of Massachusetts. 

The minutes of the special meetings at Charleston, South Carolina, and 
Trenton, New Jersey, were read. 

On motion of Mr. Adams, seconded by Mr. Scott, it was resolved to 
amend the minutes of the meeting at Trenton, by striking out from the 
remarks of Mr. Elmer, the words " had joined the Society at Charles- 
ton,'' and insert in their place ^^ had been present in Charleston during 
the meeting there in 1855." 

(142) 
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On motion of Mr. Tilghman, seconded by Mr. Scott, it was resolved, 
that a committee be appointed to examine credentials of delegates. The 
president-general appointed Messrs. Tilghman and Bailey to be that 
committee. 

Mr. Sever having announced that the State Society of Massachusetts 
extended to the General Society an invitation to meet them at dinner 
to-day, at six o'clock, the invitation was, on motion of Mr. Adams, 
seconded by Mr. Peunington, accepted with a grateful sense of the 
courtesy thus offered. 

The committee to examine the credentials of delegates, made the 
following report : 

The undersigned committee on the credentials of members have the 
honor to report that they have examined the certificates of the delegates 
from the several State Societies, and find that the gentlemen whose names 
are contained in the subjoined list have been regularly appointed. 

The Societies of Massachusetts and Maryland have appointed a larger 
number of delegates than that prescribed by the constitution, viz., five. 

The committee are, however, advised that the five gentlemen who are 
first named on the Massachusetts delegation, have been authorized to 
represent that State, and that the number in attendance from Maryland 
is less than that prescribed by the constitution. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Tench Tilqhman, 
Adams Bailet. 



Massachusetts : 

Charles S. Daveis, 
Alfred L. Baury, 
Adams Bailey, 
William Perkins, 
Frederick Tudor, 
John Homans, 
Franklin Pierce, 
Benjamin Dana, 
Charles W. Story, 
John J. Soren. 



New York : 

Alexander B. Thompson, 
Edward Macomber, 
Henry H. Ward, 
Richard Varick De Witt. 



New Jersey ; 

Joseph W. Scott, 
L. Q. C. Elmer, 
George C. Thomas, 
William Pennington, 
Thomas Cadwalader. 

Pennsylvania : 

John R. Latimer, 
Samuel B. Boude, 
James Glentworth, 
Robert Adams, 
George W. Harris. 

Maryland : 

J. Speer Smith, 
C. C. Jamison, 
William S. Williams, 
John Nelson, 
Tench Tilghman, 
Ramsay McHenry, 
Joshua Barney. 
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The treasurer-general laid before the meeting his report on the state of 
the fands of the Society, which, on motion of Mr. Dana, seconded by Mr. 
Tudor, was referred to a committee for examination ; the president gen- 
eral appointed Mr. Latimer, Mr. Pennington and Mr. Thompson to be 
that committee, who shortly made a report, which was accepted, and with 
the treasurer's accounts were ordered to be inserted on the minutes, as 
follows : 

Joseph W- Scott, Tredsurer-Ceneral, in account wUh the Cincinn<Ui,U. S. 

This accountant charges himself with the following : 

May n, 1854. Cash on hand this day on settlement at Baltimore, $72 90 

Assessments made on the State Societies this day, 192 00 



$264 90 



Fer conira, he prays allowance. 

May 20, 1854. Cash paid bill of expenses at Baltimore, .... $198 75 

Cash paid secretary-general estimated expenses 
for certain repairs, printing and other inci- 
dentals, 25 00 

Cash paid for coach hire, 4 50 

Balance on hand, 36 65 

$264 90 



The treasurer-general also annexes to this his report, the account current 
of the assistant treasurer-general with him, by which it appears that there 
remains in the hands of the assistant treasurer-general the sum of forty 
dollars and twenty cents, subject to the order and disposition of the 
Society. 

The Assiatant Treasurer- General of the Society of Cincinnati , U. S., in 

account vrUh the Treasurer- General, 

Dr. Cb. 

1854. August 7. By dividend Pennsylvania State stock, $41 56 

^' To deposit in savings, at 5 per cent., . $41 56 

1855. Feb. 8. By contributions at Charleston, State 

societies, . 50 00 

'^ 16. By dividends Pennsylvania State stock, 41 56 

'' 16. To deposit in savings, at 5 per cent., . 41 56 
August 2. By dividend Pennsylvania State stock, 41 56 

" 4. To Pennsylvania State stock, $46.96 

c. 88^, • 41 56 
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Db. Cr. 

1856. Feb. 15. By dividend Pennsylvania State stock, 42 67 

" 18. To Pennsylvania State stock, $50.20 

c. 85, 42 67 

April 9. To bills paid by assistant secretary for 

printing circular, minutes, etc., . . 44 65 
May 22. By contributions at Trenton State 

Society, 80 00 

" 22. To bill at Trenton House, 56 50 

'^ 26. By contribution Massachusetts State 

Society, 20 00 

August 8. By dividend Pennsylvania State stock, 43 86 

^' 26. To Pennsylvania State stock, $53.16, 

c. 82i, , 43 86 

1857. Jan. 12. To bills incurred by assistant secretary, 

printing minutes, etc., 8 65 

Feb. 4. By dividend Pennsylvania State stock, 45 13 

^ 5. To Pennsylvania State stock, $53.73, 

c. 84, 45 13 

Balance, 40 20 

$406 34 $406 34 

1857. May 1. By balance in hands of assistant treasurer- 
general, applicable to the expenses of the 
Society, as above, $40 20 

List of Certificates of Stock and when Purchased. 

June 30, 1851. Pennsylvania five per cent, stock, $1,750 00 

Aug. 6, 1855. " " " 46 96 

Feb. 18, 1856. *' " *' 50 20 

Aug. 26, 1856. *' " ** 53 16 

Feb. 5, 1857. " " " 53 73 

Total amount invested, $1,954 05 

(Signed.) J. W. SCOTT, Treasurer-Oeneral 

The committee appointed for that purpose report that they have 
examined the foregoing account and find the same correct. 

(Signed,) John R. Latimer, 

Wm. Pennington, 
Alex. B. Thompson. 
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The assistant secretary-general stated that, in compliance with the 
directions of the last meeting of the Society, he bad communicated to the 
widow of Mr. Johnston the resolutions of the meeting on the occasion of 
the death of the late secretary-general, and read a note in reply from 
Mrs. Johnston, which was ordered to be placed on file. 

On motion of Mr. Latimer, seconded by Mr. Tilghman, it was resolved 
to proceed to an election of general officers, also that a recess of ten 
minutes be had for the purpose. The president-general appointed Mr. 
Latimer and Mr. Dana tellers. When the meeting came again to order, 
the tellers reported the ballots, and it was announced that the following 
gentlemen were elected, viz. : 

Hamilton Fish, of New York, president-general. 

Charles S. Daveis, of Massachusetts, vice-president-general 

Thomas McEuen, of Pennsylvania, secretary-general. 

George W. Harris, of Maryland, assistant secretary-general. 

Joseph W. Scott, of New Jersey, treasurer-general. 

John H. Markland, of Pennsylvania, assistant treasurer-general. 

The committee on foreign members made a report of progress, and was 
continued. 

The committee to examine the documents, etc., presented the following 
report : 

^' The committee appointed to examine documents in the custody of 
the officers of the Society, with a view to publication of such facts as may 
be of interest, respectfully, report: 

^^ That they have made some progress in the work assigned to them, 
but from the loss of some of the minutes of the Society, and more 
especially of some of the papers and documents which appear to have been 
in its possession, and which would throw light upon many questions 
of interest, they have not been able to submit the result of their labors, 
in form, to the Society. 

" The committee found that, with few exceptions, even the rolls of the 
several State Societies have disappeared from the archives of the General 
Society; and such as remain are not wholly to be depended upon as 
accurate. 

" They have been able to supply the deficiencies, in a great degree, so 
far as they relate to the Societies still remaining, from the archives, etc., 
of those Societies. 

'' Of the extinct Societies, those of New Hampshire and Connecticut 
have deposited their papers and proceedings with the Historical Societies 
of their respective States, where they now are, and whence the committee 
have drawn much information with regard to them. 

"The papers of the Rhode Island Society, as also those of Virginia, are 
said to be still in existence , and the committee are strongly encouraged 
to hope that they may be recovered. 
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"Of the Delaware papers, no trace has yet heen discovered. Very 
diligent inquiry has been made for the North Carolina records, but with- 
out avail and without encouragement to hope for final success. The 
committee are compelled to believe that the Georgia records are wholly 
lost. The late Judge Berrien, of that Stat«, himself entitled to be a 
member by inheritance, informed one of your committee that he had been 
making diligent search for a series of years for these records, and had 
finally come to the conclusion that they were past discovery. 

^ The lists of French officers, to whom diplomas and the medal of the 
Society were awarded, seem to be very complete. 

" There are also' several very interesting letters and documents among 
the archives of the General Society, but the committee are of opinion that 
any publication should be delayed until opportunity be had to recover 
some that are lost, which are important to the interest of any publication 
which may be made. 

" They, therefore, respectfully ask leave to be continued. 

*' Boston, May 27th, 1867." 

On motion of Mr. Thompson, seconded by Mr. Pennington, the report 
was accepted, the committee continued and requested to report to the 
next meeting the probable expense of the publication, together with a 
general statement of what they propose to publish. 

The committee on the constitution of the Society, and matters relative 
thereto, reported progress : and, after some discussion on the subject of 
their appointment, it was laid on the table for the present. 

On motion of Mr. Latimer, seconded by Mr. McEuen, it was resolved, 
that when the meeting adjourn, it be till to-morrow, at ten o'clock, a. m. 

A letter from Mr. James Simons, delegate from South Carolina, was 
read, in which he expresses his regret that he is prevented by unavoidable 
engagements fVom attending the present meeting. 

On motion of Mr. Latimer, seconded by Mr. Bailey, the meeting was 
then adjourned. 



May 28th. 

The Society came to order at the hour fixed yesterday. 

The report of the committee on the constitution, etc., laid on the table 
yesterday, was now taken up. On motion of Mr. Sever, seconded by Mr. 
Thompson, the committee was continued and empowered to print and 
distribute their report, in anticipation of the next meeting of the Society. 

On motion of Mr. Scott, seconded by Mr. Glent worth, it was resolved, 
that the next triennial meeting be held in Philadelphia, on the first 
Wednesdn}' in May, 1860. 
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The treasarer-general reported that there was no necessity to make the 
usual assessment on the State Societies, as the Massachasetts Society had 
generously assumed the discharge of all expenses incurred on this occasion. 

On motion of Mr. Thompson, seconded by Mr. Scott, it was resolved, 
that the meeting tender their thanks to the Massachusetts State Society 
for the hospitality and attentions which officers and delegates have 
received during this meeting. 

The minutes were read, amended, and adopted. 

After a prayer from Rev. Mr. Baury, on motion of Mr. Tudor, seconded 
by Mr. Latimer, the meeting was then indefinitely adjourned. 

THOS. MoEUBN, 

Secretary- OeneraL 



1860 

SOCIETY OF THE CINCINNATI. 

ElQHTT-FOURTH YeAR OF THE INDEPENDENCE OF THE UNITED STATES. 

Philadelphia, May 2d, 1860. 



The Society convened in general triennial meeting at the La Pierre 
House, Philadelphia, in conformity with a resolution adopted by the last 
triennial meeting at Boston : notice having been sent by the secretary- 
general to the general officers and to the secretaries of the several State 
societies. 

After a prayer by the Rev. David Smith, D.D., of Connecticut, the 
president-general took the chair at eleven o'clock, there being present : 

Hamilton Fish, of New York, president-general ; Thomas McEuen, of 
Penns3'lvania, secretary-general ; Joseph W. Scott, of New Jersey, treas- 
urer-general ; George W. Harris, of Pennsylvania, assistant secretary- 
general . John H. Markland, of Pennsylvania, assistant treasurer-general. 

And the following delegates, viz. : 

From Massachusetts : Rev. David Smith, 

Rev. Alfred L. Baury, 
Winslow Warren. 

New York : Hamilton Fish, 

Edward Macomber, 
William S. Popham. 

New Jersey : Joseph W. Scott. 

Pennsylvania: John R. Latimer, 

James Schott, 
Robert Patterson, 
Harris L. Sproat, 
Robert Adams. 

Maryland: C. C. Jamison, 

Tench Tilghman, 
Augustus H. Kilty. 

(149) " 
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The minutes of th^ last triennial meeting were read. 

On motion of Mr. Markland, seconded by Mr. Schott, a committee was 
appointed to examine the credentials of delegates. The president-general 
named Messrs. Markland, Jamison, and Warren to be that committee, 
who soon made the following report : 

The committee to examine the credentials of delegates from the several 
State societies have the honor to report : 

That they find that the gentlemen whose names are contained in the 
subjoined list have been regularly appointed. 



Respectfully submitted, 



J. H. Markland, 
C. C. Jamison, 
WiNSLOW Warren. 



Massachusetts : 

Charles S. Daveis, 
David Smith, 
Winslow Warren, 
Alfred L Baury, 
James W. Sever, 
Frederick Tudor. 

New York : 

Hamilton Fish, 
Edward Macomber, 
William S. Fopham, 
Henry H. Ward, 
John Cochran. 

New Jersey : 

George C. Thomas, 
William Pennington, 
L. Q. C. Elmer, 
Jos. W. Scott. 



Pennsylvania : 



John R. Latimer, 
Robert Patterson, 
Robert Adams, 
James Schott, 
Harris L. Sproat. 



Maryland : 



John Speer Smith, 
C. C. Jamison, 
Tench Tilghman, 
Augustus H. Kilty, 
Ramsay McHenry, 
Wra. S. Williams. 



It appears from a letter from Mr. James Simons, vice-president of the 
South Carolina Society, addressed to the president-general, that Messrs. 
James Simons, DeSaussure, and Read were of the delegation from that 
State. 

A letter from Mr. James Simons, one of the delegates from the State 
Society of South Carolina, was read. Mr. Simons expresses his great 
regret, and that of his colleagues, Mr. DeSaussure and Mr. Read, on their 
absence. Being engaged in a cause in chancery of very considerable 
magnitude to be heard at Columbia, South Carolina, in the beginning of 
May, these gentlemen find it impossible to be in Philadelphia at the time 
of the present meeting. 
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On motion of Mr. Tilghman, seconded by Mr. Harris, it was resolved 
tbat a committee be appointed to consider, as well the time and place for 
holding the next triennial meeting, as whether it be expedient to have an 
intermediate meeting. The president-general named Messrs. Tilghman, 
Patterson, and Smith to be that committee. 

On the part of the committee " on the constitution of the Society and 
all matters relative thereto," in the absence of the vice-president-general, 
the chairman of the committee, Mr. Tilghman made a verbal report, and 
the committee was continued. 

In the absence of the members of the committee *^ on diplomas of 
French officers still in possession of the secretary-general," the president- 
general stated that, during a recent visit to France, he had made inquiries 
respecting the families of these members, and that he had been forced to 
abandon the hope that their representatives would be found. 

' The president-general laid before the meeting a letter from Mr. John 
Speer Smith, president of the State Society of Maryland. It was read, 
and contains suggestions regarding the admission of the descendants of 
the French officers who were members of the Society. 

On motion of Mr. Jamison, seconded by Mr. Kilty, the letter of Mr. 
Smith, with the subject it alludes to, was referred to a committee. The 
president-general named Messrs. Jamison, Latimer, and Popham to be 
that committee. 

The treasurer-general presented a report on the funds of the Society. 

On motion of Mr. Tilghman, seconded by Mr. Macomber, a committee 
was appointed to audit the accounts of the treasurer-general. The presi- 
dent-general named Mr. Tilghman, Mr. Macomber, and Mr. Sproat to be 
that committee, who shortly afterwards reported that they had examined 
the accounts of the treasurer- general, and had found them to be correct. 
It was directed that the report and account here following be entered on 
the minutes of the meeting, and preserved in the files of the Society. 

In conformity with established custom, the treasurer-general of the 
Cincinnati, United States, has the honor to report the state of the funds ; 
by which it appears that the small remnant of the original amount rescued 
and received by us has been faithfully invested, and that the accruing 
interest has been re-invested to the best advantage. 

It has been directed by the Society that no portion of the invested 
funds, or of the accruing interest thereof, should be applied to the cur- 
rent or ordinary expenses, but that these shall be met by the State 
Societies. 

The general state of the funds vrill more particularly appear by the 
accounts herewith furnished. 
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Joseph W. Scott, Treasurer-Oeneral^in account with the Cincinnati^ U.S. 

This accountant charges himself with the following : 
May 1, 1857. Balance on hand from last account, $36 75 

Per Contra J he prays allowance. 

July 28, 1857. Paid assistant treasurer-general, $11 00 

Balance on hand, 25 65 

$36 65 

The treasurer-general also annexes hereto the account of the assistant 
treasurer-general, by which it appears that there is in the hands of that 
officer a balance of forty-one cents of the expense account, and that the 
invested funds of the General Society now amount to $2,388 43. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

J. W. SCOTT. 

Philadelphia, May 2, 1860. 



The AnsistayH Treasurer- General of the Society of the Cincinnati^ U. S., 

in account with the Treasurer- General. 

1857. Expense Account. De. Ca. 

May 1, By balance on hand from last account, . . . $40 20 

July 28, " cash from treasurer-general, 1 1 00 

Aug. 1, To secretary-general for expenses, $50 79 

Balance, 41 

$51 20 $51 20 

1860. " "~ 

May 2, By balance in hand, as above, 41 

1857. Stock Account, 

May 1 , By deposit in saving fund, as per last account, $83 12 

" " interest thereon to date, at 5 per cent., . . 8 50 

Aug. 4, '* dividend Pennsylvania 5 per cent. State 

stock, 46 41 

1858. 

Feb. 4, " dividend Pennsylvania 5 per cent. State 

stock, 46 41 

Aug. 5, " dividend Pennsylvania 5 per cent. State 

stock, 46 41 

" 7, *' interest on deposit in saving fund, ... 6 20 

u *i Tq Pennsylvania 5 per cent, stock, $60 65, 

at 90, 54 58 
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1869. Db. Cb. 

Feb. 10, By dividend Pennsylvania 5 per cent. State 

stock, 47 85 

" 11, To Pennsylvania 5 per cent, stock, $84 20, at 

93, 78 31 

" " By interest on deposit in saving fnnd, $1 82 47, 4 66 

" 26, To Pennsylvania 5 per cent stock, $108 10, 

at 92i, 100 00 

July 1, By interest on deposit in saving fund, $87 03, 2 18 

Aag. 8, *^ dividend Pennsylvania 5 per cent, stock, 

$56 17,tax$2 76, 62 42 

Aug. 9, To Pennsylvania 5 per cent, stock, $110 60, at 

90i, 100 00 

1860. 

Jan. 1, By interest on balance in saving fund, $11 17, 28 

Feb. 14, " dividend Pennsylvania 6 per cent, stock, 

$57 93, tax $2 88, 66 06 

<( u »Pq Pennsylvania 6 per cent, stock, $70 93, at 

93|, 66 50 

$399 39 $399 39 

J. H. Mabkland, 
May 2, 1860. Assistant Treasurer-OeneraL 

Cebtificates of Stock Pubghased since Last Account, with 

Date of Pueohase. 

Aug. 7, 1868. Pennsylvania 5 per cent, stock, $60 66 

Feb. 11, 1869. " " " 84 20 

" 26, " " " " 108 10 

Aug. 9, ** " " " 110 50 

Feb. 14, 1860, '' " " 70 93 

. __^^^ 

$434 38 
Add stocks on hand at last account, 1,964 06 

Whole amount of stock, $2,388 43 

May 2, 1860. 

The committee appointed to audit the accounts of the treasurer-general 
report that they have examined the same and find them to be correct. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Tenoh Tilohman, 
Edw. Macombeb, 
Habbis L. Spboat, 

Commxtiee. 
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Mr, Latimer, on behalf of the State Society of Pennsylvania, invited 
the officers and delegates to be the guests of the State Society, at dinner 
to-morrow at six o'clock. 

Tlie invitaUon was gratefully accepted. 

The president-general read a letter from M. le Comte Maurice du Pare, 
dated Paris, June 16th, 1856. M. du Pare requestH to be received a 
member in right of hie uncle the Comte du Pare Coatrescar, one of the 
French officers of the rank of Colonel whom the Society considered as 
members. 

On motion of Mr. Markland, seconded by Mr. Patterson, it was 

Resolved, That a respectful answer be made by the secretary-general to 
M. du Pare, stating that the applicant is not, according to the institution 
of the Society, entitled to membership. 

On motion of Mr. Latimer, seconded by Mr. Schott, an election for 
officers was tUen held. The president-general appointed Mr. Latimer and 
Mr. Kilty tellers, who od connting the ballots, reported the following 
gentlemen to be re-elected : 

Hamilton Fish, of New York, president-general. 

Charles S. Daveis, of Massachusetts, vice-president-general, 

Thomas McEuen, of Pennsylvania, secretary-general. 

George W. Harris, of Pennsylvania, assistant secretary -general. 

Joseph W. Scott, of New Jersey, treasurer-general. 

John H. Markland, of Pennsylvania, assistant treasurer-general. 

On motion of Mr Scott, seconded by Mr. Macomber, it was 

Resolved, That one or more chaplains be appointed, also that the Rev. 

Mr. Alfred L. Baury, Rev. Mr. David Smith and Rev. Mr. Mancius S. 

Button be such chaplains. 

On motion of Mr, Latimer, seconded by Mr. Kilty, it was 

Resolved, That the meeting be adjourned till twelve o'clock to-morrow. 



May 3d, 1860. 

The Society met at noon. 

Officers and delegates present as yesterday. The minutes of yesterday's 
proceedings were read and amended. 

Mr. Jamisou, of the committee to which was referred the letter of Mr, 
Smith on the claims of the descendants of French officers, members of 
the Society, reported as follows, and the committee was conlinaed: 

The undersigned committee, appointed in general convention to examine 
the cltttms of the descendants of several French officers who served in the 
army of the Revolution, and now asking admission into the Society of the 
Cincinnati, as presented by the president-general and by the recommenda- 
tion of the president of the Maryland State Society, beg leave to say that 
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tbey have not had time to examine their claims for admission at the 
present meeting, and ask to be allowed to defer their report to the next 
general meeting of the Society. 

G. C. Jamison, 
Wm. S. Popham, 
John R. Latimer. 

The president-general handed to the meeting a pamphlet published by 
the State Society of Rhode Island, in 1802, containing the institution of 
the Society, and a list of the members of that State Society, presented 
by William Jones Hoppin, Esq., to the Society. 

Another by Baron Qirardot on the Society in France, VOdre Amhncain 
de Cmcinnatus en France^ without date, but lately printed at Nantes ; 
presented by Baron Qirardot to the General Society. 

The secretary-general was directed to acknowledge their receipt with 
thanks, and to place tbem with the archives of the Society. 

The committee on selecting documents in the archives of the Society 
for publication, made a report as follows : 

The committee appointed to examine documents in the custody of the 
officers of the Society, with a view to publication of such facts as may be 
of interest, respectfully report that the following matters ap[)ear to them 
proper for publication under the resolution by which they were appointed : 

1. Historical narrative of the organization of the Society and of 
General Washington's connection with it. 

2. Extracts from the journals giving matter of general interest. 

3. List of members of the general and of the several State SocietieSi 
and an alphabetical list of all who have been enrolled as members. 

4. Memoranda of proceedings of the several State Societies and of the 
French Society. 

In regard to the expense of publication the committee, after due inquiry, 
have made the following estimate : It is proposed to publish five hundred 
copies of the work in octavo size, which will cost about one dollar per 
copy, making an aggregate cost of five hundred dollars. 

To defray this expense it is proposed that each State Society shall 
subscribe for as many copies as they may require, and that the residue of 
the cost be assessed upon the several Societies. It is further recommended 
that the publication be not commenced until it be ascertained that a 
sufficient amount of subscriptions can be obtained to warrant the 
undertaking. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

The secretary-general was directed to advise the secretaries of the 
State Societies of the intended publication, and to inquire whether the 
respective Societies would desire to have copies, and, if so, how many 
would probably be required. 
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On motion of Mr. Markland, seconded by Mr. Jamison, the following 
notice of the death of the former assistant treasurer-general was read and 
ordered to be placed on the records : 

Eesolved, That in the death of Mr. William Jackson, late assistant 
treasurer-general, the Society has not only to regret the loss of an amiable 
associate and most efficient officer, but also the extinction of the line of 
one of its most accomplished original members. 

Mr. Jamison presented to the Society a copy of the History of Mary- 
land, from its settlement in 1634 to the year 1848, etc., etc., for the use 
of schools; by James McSherry, Baltimore, 1852. It contains lists of 
the members of the CiDcinnati of Maryland and of the officers of the old 
Maryland line. 

It was thankfully accepted, and directed to be preserved with the 
archives of the Society. 

The committee to which was referred the consideration of the time and 
place of the next meeting, etc., made the following report, with accom- 
panying resolutions, which, as here amended, were adopted : 

The committee to which was referred the subject of the time and place 
for the next triennial meeting of the Society, and also the question of 
an intermediate meeting, have the honor to report the following 
resolutions : 

Besolvedj That when this Society adjourn, it stand adjourned to meet 
in the city of Baltimore, on such da}^ in the year 1861 as may be 
designated by the president-general. 

Resolved^ That the next triennial meeting be held in the city of New 
York, on the second Wednesday in Maj', 1863, with authority to the 
president-general to designate a later day should circumstances occur to 
render it advisable. 



Respectfully submitted, 



Tench Tilohman, 
R. Patterson, 
David Smith. 



The following preamble and resolutions, offered by the Rev. Mr. 
Baury, and seconded by Mr. Latimer, were then adopted : 

It having been suggested that in several of the States where the 
Society of the Cincinnati has been suspended, or is now extinct, there is 
a disposition evinced by the descendants of the original members to 
renew their association and admission into union with the General 
Society; therefore, 

Besolved, That a committee be appointed to confer with such persons 
as are interested in the restoration of the several societies above referred 
to, and that they be invited to appoint delegates to confer with the 
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General Society at the next or any subsequent meeting on the subject of 
their admission into union with the same. 

Besolved, That the committee of conference consist of three members 
of this body, who shall be and hereby are empowered to act in the 
premises at their discretion. 

The president-general appointed Rev. Mr. Baury, Mr. Markland and 
Mr. Tilghman to be that committee. 

On motion of Mr. Scott, seconded by Mr. Patterson, it was 

Besolved^ That the president-general be requested to take piart in the 
proceedings of this committee. 

On motion of Mr. Markland, seconded by Mr. Schott, it was 

Resolved^ That the secretary-general be directed to make application to 
the secretaries of the State Societies, requesting them to examine the 
records of the respective societies for minutes or notes of the general 
meeting in 1*796, and of those from 1804 to 1825. If such minutes or 
notes be found, to inform the secretary-general thereof, and, if deemed 
necessary, to have copies made for the use of that officer ; the expense, 
if any, to be borne by the General Society. 

Also, that the secretary-general be directed to have the minutes of the 
general meetings from 1787 to the present time copied into the original 
book of minutes. 

The treasurer-general announced that the State Society of Pennsyl- 
vania had generously assumed the expenses of the present meeting, con- 
sequently the charge on the treasury would be limited to the cost of 
printing the minutes and copying documents, etc., ordered by the Society. 
For this purpose an assessment of fifteen dollars on each State Society 
was requisite, which was accordingly made and paid by the representa- 
tives of the Societies present. 

Mr. Tilghman then, in the absence of the vice-president-general, moved 
the following, seconded by Rev. Mr. Baury, which were adopted : 

Resolved, That the Society regret the absence of their esteemed asso- 
ciate and venerable vice-president-general, the Hon. Charles S. Daveis, 
and take this occasion to express the hope that nothing may occur to 
deprive them of the pleasure of his company at their future meetings. 

Resolved, That the secretary-general be requested to transmit a copy 
of the above resolution to the vice-president-general. 

On motion of Mr. Tilghman, seconded by Mr. Kilty, the thanks of the 
meeting were offered to the State Society of Pennsylvania for their cor- 
dial reception and courteous entertainment of the officers and delegates. 

On motion of Mr. Latimer, seconded by Mr. Sproat, the meeting was 
then adjourned, when a prayer was offered by the Rev. Mr. Baury. 

THOMAS McEUEN, 

Secretary-General. 

20 
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SOCIETY OF THE CINCINNATI. 

P]lGIlTy-BEVENTH YeAR OF THE INDEPENDENCE OF THE UNITED StATEB. 

CONVERSATION ROOM OF THE NEW YORK SOCIETY LIBRARY. 

New York, May 13th, 1863. 



The General Society met in triennial raeetinij in conformity with a 
resolution of the la«st triennial meeting in Philadelphia; the usual notice 
having been sent to the general officers and to the secretaries of the 
several State Societies. 

A prayer was offered by tlie Rev. Mr. Baury, one of the chaplains of 
tlie Society. 

The president-general took tlie chair at noon, there bein<^ present: 

Hamilton Fish, of New Yoik, president-general; Thomas McKuen, M.D., 
of Pennsylvania, secretary-general ; George W. Harris, of Pennsylvania, 
assistant secretary-general ; Col. Joseph W. Scott, of New Jersey, treas- 
urer-general. 

And the following delegates, viz. : 

From New York : John Torrey, M. D., 

Mr. William S. Popham, 
Mr. Henry II. Ward. 

New Jersey : Colonel Joseph W. Scott, 

Mr. John McDowell. 

Pennsylvania: Mr. Josiah W. Harmar, 

Mr. Peleg Hall, 
Mr. William G. Caldwell. 

Massachusetts: Rev. Alfred L. Baury, 

Colonel James W. Sever, 
John Homans, M. D. 

Chaplains: -Rev. Alfred L. Baury, Rev. Mancius S. Hutton, D. D. 
The minutes of the Inst tricnn'nl meeting were road. 
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The president-general stated the reasons why he had not designated a 
day in the year 1861 for an adjourned meeting^ of the Society, to have 
been held in Baltimore, in pursuance of the resolution of the Society at 
the triennial meeting, held in 1 860. 

On motion of Mr. McDowell, it was 

Resolved^ That the meeting approve the course of the president-general 
on the subject. 

On motion of Colonel Sever, a committee was appointed to examine 
the credentials of delegates. The president-general appointed Colonel 
Sever, Mr. Popham and Mr. Caldwell to be that committee, who after a 
short time reported the following named gentlemen to have been appointed 
by the several State Societies : 

New York : Mr. William S. Popham, 

John Torrey, M. D., 
Mr. Henry H. Ward. 

Pennsylvania : Mr. John R. Latimer, 

Mr. Josiah W. Harmar, 
Mr. William Wayne, 
Mr. Peleg Hall, 
Mr. William G. Caldwell. 

New Jersey : Colonel Joseph W. Scott, 

Mr. John McDowell, 
Hon. L. Q. C. Elmer, 
Hon. E. B. D. Ogden. 

Massachusetts : Rev. Alfred L. Baury, 

Colonel James W. Sever, 
John Homans, M. D., 
Hon. Charles S. Dave is, 
Hon. Franklin Pierce. 

The secretary-general stated that in pursuance of the directions of the 
last meeting, he had advised the secretaries of the State Societies of the 
pablication intended to be made by the General Society, and has received 
the following replies to the inquiry as to the number of copies that would 
probably be required : 

From Colonel Sever, that the Society of Massachusetts had voted that 
the secretary be authorized to subscribe for one hundred and Gfty copies 
of said work, at one dollar per volume, for the use of the Society, with 
authority to draw on the Secretary for the amount, when the books are 
published. 

Mr. Buck states, that the Society of New Jersey passed a resolution to 
take fifty copies. 

Mr. Sproat, that the Society of Pennsylvania will require one hundred 
copies. 
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Mr. Jamison writes : '^ I am authorized to say, the Society of Maryland 
will subscribe for thirty copies of the proposed work." 

The secretary-general also reports, that, as directed by a resolution of 
the last general meeting, application was made to the secretaries of the 
State Societies, requesting them to examine the records of the respective 
Societies, for minutes or notes of the general meeting in 1796, and of 
those from 1804 to 1825. 

Replies have been received from most of the State Societies that 
examination had been made, but without useful results. No additional 
information has been obtained by this measure. 

The attempt to carry into effect the second portion of this resolution, 
to have the minutes of the general meetings from 1*787 to the present 
time copied into the original book of minutes, had hardly been more 
successful. 

The minutes of 1790 are copied in full. 

There are minutes of meetings in the years 1791, 1796, 1799 and 1800, 
1802, 1805 and 1811, with lists of delegates in 1812. 

From this last date till 1825 there is no record whatever ; it may even 
be doubted whether the attempt was made to hold a meeting in all that 
time. 

The preceding secretary-general, in response to a similar resolution, 
reported in 1839, that he had found it impracticable to have recorded the 
minutes of the General Society prior to May 4th, 1829. 

After such a declaration by an oflRcer of the well-known accuracy of 
Mr. Johnston, there can be very little hope of success from any later 
attempt to complete the archives, however desirable it may be to have 
them in unbroken series. 

The family of Mr. Jackson, secretary -general during most of that long 
space of time, had taken the pains to examine many papers in their 
possession, which search has not brought to light any proceedings between 
the years 1812 and 1825. 

The last alternative seems to be to record in a separate book the 
minutes, sometimes fragmentary, of the meetings mentioned, with the 
addition of any other suitable material from collateral sources. 

It is probable that in this way a record may be preserved of all the 
elections of general officers. 

While on this subject, the secretary-general begs leave to point out to 
the Society some original documents of great interest, the signatures of 
the general officers of the army, of the engineers of Hazen's corps and of 
the First Partisan Legion. 

In their present condition they are very liable to loss or injury, a risk 
that would be diniiiiishcd by having thoni suitably bound. 
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On motion of Col. Sever, it was resolved, that the secretarj'-general be 
authorized to have bound in a proper form for their preservation the lists 
of original signatures in the archives of the General Society. 

The treasurer -general read his report on the funds of the Society. 

On motion of Dr. Homans, a committee was appointed to examine the 
same. The president-general named Dr. Homans, Mr. Harmar and Mr. 
Ward to be that committee, who after examining the account made a 
report. The report of the treasurer, the account, and the report of the 
committee to examine the same, were ordered to be entered on the 
minutes, and are as follows : 

i?«por/ o/ Joseph Warren Scott, Treasurer 'General to the Cincinnati 

of the United States. 

It is the melancholy duty of the treasurer-general to report to the 
Cincinnati of the United States, the death of our excellent friend and 
brother John H. Markland, Esq. He departed this life at Philadelphia, 
on the twenty fifth day of December, a. d. 1860. 

Mr. Markland was the son of the brave and gallant Captain Markland, 
of the American Army of the Revolution, of honorable fame. The son 
inherited all his father's virtues, and succeeded to his seat in the Cincin- 
nati of the United States. At the time of his death he was assistant 
treasurer-general of this Society and also the treasurer of the Pennsyl- 
vania State Societ3^ 

We deeply lament his death while we bear witness to his high integrity 
and honor, and to the fidelity and zeal with which he promoted the 
interests and objects of this Society — ordained and established by our 
fathers. 

Shortly after the decease of Mr. Markland, the treasurer-general 
repaired to Philadelphia to settle the accounts of the Society with the 
administrators of his late assistant, and to take charge of the funds, etc. 
As upon investigation it was apparent that he could not obtain an imme- 
diate settlement with the estate of Mr. Markland, and the delay subjected 
the Society to unnecessary expense, it become expedient to secure the 
services of a faithful person, a resident of the city of Philadelphia, one 
who had the interests of the Society at heart, and possessed the requisite 
knowledge and skill to insure a speedy and faithful attention to the 
subject, and a prudent investment of the increasing funds. In Mr. Robert 
Adams, a member of the Pennsylvania State Society of the Cincinnati, at 
that time their assistant treasurer, more recently and at present their 
treasurer, was found combined all the desired qualifications ; and there- 
fore to the said Robert Adams, the treasurer-general, under his hand and 
seal, made the appointment of assistant to the treasurer-general. 

Mr. Adams accepted the appointment and assumed the duties. 
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The treasurer-general has now the happiness to report that Mr. Adams 
has faithfully, as well as with ability and justice, settled the accounts of 
Mr. Markland with the Societ}^ and from time to time has promptly 
invested the accrued interest of former investments. 

The treasurer-general subjoins to this report his account current with 
this Society, and the account current of Mr. Adams, assistant to the 
treasurer-general ; together also with Mr. Adams's statement of the 
account of the late Mr. Markland to the time of his death, and the final 
settlement with the administrators. From all of which it will appear that 
the sum of sixteen hundred and fifty dollars, the net n mount received 
from the Government (exclusive of the small bill of expenses incurred in 
collecting the same) being put at interest and carefully compounded, now 
exhibits a productive capital of two thousand nine hundred and thirty* 
two dollars and twenty-four cents, all bearing interest from February, 
1863, and that there remains in the hands of the treasurer-general the 
sum of eight dollars and fifteen cents, subject to the order of the Cincin- 
nati of the United States. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

J. W. SooTT, Treasurer- General, in account current with the Cincinnati 

of the United States, 

This accountant charges himself with the following : 

By balance on hand from last settlement, . . . $25 65 
1 860. May 2. 63^ cash received by reason of assessments made 

this day: 

From Massachusetts Society 15 00 

" New York, '' 15 00 

" New Jersey, " 15 00 

" Pennsylvania, *' 15 00 

" Maryland, " 15 00 

$100 65 

Per contra, he prays allowance. 

1860. May 2. To cash to John H. Markland, $75 00 

1861. Feb. 7- To cash paid expenses going to Philadelphia and 

return, 6 25 

May 2. To cash paid Mr. Adams, 5 00 

To cash paid expenses going to Philadelphia 

and return, 6 25 

Balance in hand of this accountant, 8 15 

$100 65 

J. W. SCOTT, Treasurer-General. 
New York, May I3th, 1863. 
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The undersigned, a committee appointed to examine and audit the 
treasurer's account, respectfully report that they 6nd the same correct 
and properly vouched. 

John Homans, "j 

JosiAH W. Habmab, > CommiUee. 
HsNBT H. Ward, J 
New York, May 13th, 1863. 

J. W. SooTT, Treanurer-Oeneral of the Society of the Cincinnati^ in 
account with R. Adams, assistant to the Treasurer. 

1861. Db. 

May 10. To cash purchased through H. W. Adams, $82.30 Penn- 
sylvania 5 per cent, loan of 1840, per certificate No. 

209, May 11, 1861, at t5 per cent., $61 t3 

June 12. To cash purchased through B. W. Adams, $120.35 
Pennsylvania 5 per cent loan of February 16, 1833, 
per certificates 

No. 295, June 14, 1861, $ 20 35 
No. 301, June 15, 1861, 100 00 

$120 35 at 7*7^ per cent., 93 2T 
Sept. 2. To cash, purchased through B. W. Adams, $81.50 Penn- 
sylvania 5 per cent, loan of 1832, per certificate 
No. 384, Sept. 9, 1861, at 75 per cent, 61 54 

1862. 

Feb. 6. To cash purchased through B. W. Adams, $19.35 Penn- 
sylvania 5 per cent, loan of April 22, 1829, per cer- 
tificate No. 462, Feb. 10, 1862, at 82 per cent., . , 65 06 

Aug. 9. To cash purchased through B. W. Adams, $81.70 Penn- 
sylvania 5 per cent, loan of 1 839, per certificate No. 
342, August 30, 1862, at 90 per cent., 73 53 

1863. 
Feb. 3. To cash purchased through B. W. Adams, $98.60 Penn- 
sylvania 5 per cent, loan of April 3, 1840, per cer- 
tificate No. 332, Feb. 11, 1863, at 106 per cent., . . 104 52 



$459 65 

1861. Cr. 

May 9. By cash received from you, $5 00 

" 10. By cash received from J. McDowell, Jr., six months' 
interest on Pennsylvania 5 per cent, loan, due Feb. 

1,1861, 56 73 

June 1 2. By cash received of John S. Swaby, administrator of 
the late John H. Markland, assistant treasurer- 
general Society of the Cincinnati^ balance of his ac- 
count as per account rendered, 93 27 
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Sept. 12. By cash received this day from J. McDowell, Jr., six 
months' interest on Pennsylvania 5 per cent, loan, 

due Aug. I, 1861, $61 54 

1862. 

Feb. 6. By cash received from J. McDowell, Jr., six 
months' interest on Pennsylvania 5 per cent. 

loan, due 1st inst., $63 48 

Add 2^ per cent, allowed for specie by State, 1 58 

65 06 

Aug. 8. By cash received from J. McDowell, Jr., six 

months' interest on Pennsylvania 5 per cent. 

loan, due 1st inst., 65 36 

Add allowance for specie funds by the State, 8 IT 

73 53 

1863. 

Feb. 2. By cash received from J. McDowell, Jr., six 
months' interest on Pennsylvania 5 per cent. 

loan, due 1st inst., 67 30 

Sold gold 55i per cent , 37 22 

— 104 52 



$459 65 



Errors and omissions excepted. 



ROBERT ADAMS, 
Assistant to the Treasurer- Oeneral Society of the Cincinnati. 

Philadelphia, April 15, 1868. 



List of Stock of General Society of Cincinnati in names of Joseph W. 
SooTT, John H. Mabkland, and John McDowell, Jr., trtistees^ in 
possession of Mb. Mabkland at the time of his death, and are now in 
chest of Pennsylvania Society of Cincinnati, deposited for safe keeping 
in Philadelpha Bank, Philadelphia : 



Date of Purchase. 




Date of Act 






Amount. 


June 80, 1851, No 


. 2,871. 


February 16, 1833. 


Pennsylyania 


5 per cent. 


, 11,750 00 


Aug. 6,1855, '* 


6,006. 


March 18, 1880. 


(( 


ti 


46 96 


Feb. 18, 1856, '* 


6,688. 


April 16, 1845. 


(( 


if 


50 20 


Aug. 26, 1856, '• 


6,666. 


April 16» 1846. 


(( 


C( 


53 16 


Feb. 6,1857, " 


5,058. 


March 18, 1880. 


(( 


(t 


58 78 


Aug. 12, 1858, " 


104. 


April 16, 1845. 


(i 


(t 


60 65 


Feb. 11, 1859, *• 


26. 


March 27, 1838. 


ii 


(1 


84 20 


Feb. 21, 1859, *' 


112. 


April 6, 1884. 


«( 


ii 


108 10 


Aug. 9, 1859, " 


460. 


April 16, 1846. 


(( 


(I 


110 50 


Feb. 14, 1860, " 


231. 


March 18, 1830. 


It 


(t 


70 98 



12,888 48 
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List of Stock of General Society of Cincinnati in names of Joseph W. 
Scott, and John McDowell, Jr., trustees, purchased by Robert Adams, 
and are now in chest of Pennsylvania Society of Cincinnati , deposited 
for safe keeping in Philadelphia Bank, Philadelphia : 

Date of PurchiM Date of Act Amount. 

May 10, 1861. Jan. 38,1840. PeDnsylyania 5 per cent |83 80 

June 12, 1861. '* 16, 1888. *' '* 100 00 

June 12, 1861. " 16, 1888. " " 20 85 

Sept. 2, 1861. Mar. 80, 1882. " *' 81 51 

Feb. 6, 1862. Apr. 22, 1829. *' '* 79 85 

Aug. 9, 1862. Feb. 9, 1839. " '* 81 70 

Feb. 8, 1868. Apr. 8, 1840. *' '* 98 60 

$548 8t 

The secretary-general read a note from Miss Ann W. Jackson. It is a 
reply to the communication of the resolution passed by the last triennial 
meeting on the announcement of the death of the late assistant treasurer- 
general, William Jackson. 

Dr. Romans, of Massachusetts, moved the following resolution, which 
was adopted : 

Resolved, That in the death of our late brother, John H. Markland, of 
Pennsylvania, late assistant treasurer-general, the Society has lost a much 
esteemed and valuable member. 

The committee appointed by the Oeneral Society of the Cincinnati to 
examine the archives of the Society and to collect documents and matters 
for publication, respectfully report : 

That it is with regret they have to announce that their work is still 
incomplete. 

It will be remembered that at the last triennial meeting the committee 
reported the general heads of the matter which they proposed to publish. 

Much material has been collected and arranged for publication, in 
accordance with the design submitted in that report. 

It will also be remembered that at the same meeting it was announced 
that the committee had then recently ascertained that the records and 
papers of the Virginia State Society were still in existence, deposited 
among the public archives of the State in Richmond. Also, that the 
Governor of Virginia, who was passing through Philadelphia (where the 
meeting was being held) while the Society was in session, was kind enough 
to promise all the facilities in his power to allow copies of those records, 
etc , to be taken. 

Arrangements were made immediately on tfie adjournment of the 
meeting with a view of procuring these copies. Shortly thereafter, the 
disturbed condition of the country interrupted these efforts, and the 
committee are still without these documents. 

21 
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In the meantime the collecting and arrangement of the materials on 
hand was progressing, but with reference to and in the hope of procuring 
the Virginia records as a part of the proposed publication. So that the 
labor which has been expended since the last meeting, having been directed 
with that object in view, would need an entire revision and perhaps 
remodelling, should the hope be abandoned of yet procuring these 
desirable records. 

The committee do not feel authorized to proceed with the publication, 
unless so instructed by the Society, while there is still a hope of supplying 
the important blank which the absence of the Virginia documents would 
occasion. 

They submit to the Society the causes of delay, for such action or 
instructions as the general meeting may deem proper. 

New York, May 13th, 1863. 

On motion of Mr. Harris, the committee was continued. 

Mr. Daveis, the chairman of the committee on the constitution of the 
Society and all matters relating thereto, being absent, Oovemor Fish made 
a report of progress. 

On motion of Colonel Scott, the committee was continued and instructed 
to report at the next triennial meeting. 

The committee on the descendants of French officers who served in the 
army of the Revolution, now asking to be admitted members of the 
Society, made a verbal report. 

On motion of Colonel Sever the subject was indefinitely postponed. 

The president-general read a letter from Edouard Nicolson, 26 rue 
d' Amsterdam, Paris, stating his claims on the country for services, and 
appl3'ing for aid. 

On motion of Colonel Sever the letter was referred to the president- 
general, to be acted on according to his discretion. 

The president-general read a letter from the Honorable Mr. Daveis, the 
vice-president-general, regretting that the present state of his health 
prevents his attending the present meeting. 

It was, on motion of Colonel Scott, 

Resolved, That the Society tender their affectionate regards to the 
Honorable Charles S. Daveis, vice-president-general, together with their 
regrets that the state of his health has deprived them of the pleasure of 
his presence ; but cannot induce them to dispense with his name in con- 
nection with the office of vice-president-general. Also, that a copy of this 
resolution be transmitted to Mr. Daveis by the secretary-general. 

On motion of Mr. Harris, it was 

Ordered, That the election for officers of the Society be first in order 
to-morrow. 

The meeting then adjourned to meet to-morrow at ten a. m. 
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May Uth. 

The Society met agreeably to adjournment, and the minutes of 
yesterday's meeting were read. 

Present : — Officers and delegates as yesterday, except Mr. Ward. 

On motion of Mr. Caldwell that tellers be appointed for the election of 
general officers, the president-general named Colonel James W. Sever and 
Mr. Peleg Hall. A recess was then had, after which the committee 
reported as follows : 

The tellers appointed to collect the ballots for officers for the ensuing 
three years, reported the following gentlemen to be elected : 

Honorable Hamilton Fish, of New York, president-general. 
Honorable Charles S. Daveis, of Masachusetts, vice-president-general. 
Thomas McEneii, M.D., of Pennsylvania, secretary-general. 
George W. Harris, of Pennsylvania, assistant secretary-general. 
Colonel Joseph W. Scott, of New Jersey, treasurer-general. 
John McDowell, of New Jersey, assistant treasurer-general. 

On motion of Dr. Homans, it was 

Resolved^ That the name of the mover of a motion alone need be 
recorded, and not that of the person who seconded it. 

On motion of Colonel Scott, it was 

Besolvedj That Mr. Robert Adams be appointed a trustee of the funds 
of the Society, in lieu of Mr. John H. Markland, deceased. 

On motion of the same gentleman, the following resolution was likewise 
adopted : 

Besolved, That the resolution adopted on 7th February, 1855, whereb}' 
it was ordered ^^ that hereafter no other title than that of Mr. be used in 
designating members in the minutes of the General Society," be and the 
same is hereby rescinded. 

The Rev. Mr. Baury, chairman of the committee on the restoration of 
Societies in States where it had become extinct read the following : 

^^ The committee appointed at the triennial meeting of the General 
Society of the Cincinnati, assembled in the city of Philadelphia, May 2d, 
1860, for the purpose of 'conferring with such persons as are interested 
in the restoration of the Society in the several States where the association 
of the Cincinnati has been suspended, or is now extinct,' respectfully 
report : 

'^ That the disturbed state of the country has rendered it impracticable 
for your committee to prosecute the object of their appointment with any 
reasonable prospect of success. 

"A correspondence has, however, been opened on the subject of your 
committee's appointment, with Samuel H. Parsons, Esq., of Middletown, 
Connecticut, from which the following facts have been adduced : 
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'' 1. That the late General Parsons, of the army of the Revolution, was 
president of the Connecticut Society of the Cincinnati at the time of its 
dissolution. 

" 2. That the records and papers of said Society were deposited or are 
now in the Connecticut Historical Rooms in the city of Hartford. 

*'3. That individuals claiming to be the representatives of original 
members of said Connecticut Society, have been admitted to membership, 
with all its rights and privileges, in several of the States where the 
Society of the Cincinnati still maintains an honorable existence. 

" In submitting this their report to the General Society of the Cincin- 
nati, the undersigned respectfully request to be discharged from the 
further prosecution of a subject which, under more favorable circum- 
stances in our national history, may in its results prove of importance to 
the best interest of our venerable association. 

*' Signed in behalf of the committee, 

" ALFRED L. BAURY, 

" Chairman. 
"New York, May 14, 1863." 

The report was accepted and the committee discharged from the further 
consideration of the subject. 

The secretary-general mentioned that, in the minutes of 1839, it was 
stated that the original lists of the General Society, the copper-plate of 
the diploma and the seal of the Societj', were in possession of the State 
Society of Pennsylvania. 

It now appears that these lists arc with the archives of the General 
Society (they were exhibited to the meeting) ; the copper-plate is also in 
possession of the secretary-general. The only seal known to exist is that 
of the State Society of Pennsylvania, as appeared from an impression of 
the said seal shown to the present meeting 

Colonel Scott offered the following resolution, which was adopted : 

Resolved^ That the trustees of the funds of this Societj' be authorized 
in their discretion to sell and dispose of such as consist of the Pennsyl- 
vania five per cent, loan, and to invest the proceeds in the stock of the 
United States. 

On motion of Colonel Scott, the Rev. Charles C. Beatty, of Steuben- 
ville, Ohio, member of the State Society of New Jersey, was appointed 
one of the chaplains of this Society. 

The treasurer-general informed the meeting that the expenses of the 
General Society on this occasion would be assumed by the State Society 
of New York. 



»i 



/ 



169 

When, on motion of Dr. Homans, it was resolved, tiiat the thanks of 
the meeting be presented to the State Society of New York, for the very 
cordial welcome they have extended to the officers of the General Society 
and the delegates, on the present occasion, and for the handsome enter- 
tainments provided. 

The treasurer-general also stated that an assessment of twenty dollars 
on each of the State Societies would be necessary for the expenses of 
printing minutes, circulars, binding, etc., which the assistant treasurer 
was directed to collect, and hold subject to the order of the secretary- 
general. 

On motion of Colonel Sever, it was resolved, that the next triennial 
meeting of the General Society of the Cincinnati, be held on the second 
Wednesday of May, in the year 1866, in the city of Trenton, New Jersey, 
and that the president-general have the power in the interim, to change 
the place of meeting to the city of Baltimore, if, upon consultation with 
the officers of the different State Societies, it shall be deemed expedient 
to do so, of which due notice shall be given by the secretary-general, to 
the different State Societies. 

The secretary-general asked for information as to the signification of 
the term " Original Book of Minutes." 

It was on motion of Dr. Torrey resolved, that the book labeled '^ Gen- 
eral Society, Vol. I.," is intended by this expression. 

The rough minutes were read and approved, and the Society was 
adjourned without day; it being understood that the officers and delegates 
would meet the State Society of New York, at six o'clock this evening at 
dinner. 

THOMAS McEUEN, 

Secretary- OeneraL 
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SOCIETY OF THE CINCINlf ATI. 

Ninetieth Tear of the Independence of the United States. 

TRENTON, NEW JERSEY, 

May 9th, 1866. 



The General Society met in triennial meeting at the Trenton Hoase, 
Trenton, New Jersey, in conformity with a resolation of the last triennial 
meeting in New York ; the usual notice having been sent to the general 
officers and to the secretaries of the several State Societies. 

The meeting was opened with prayer by the Rev. Mr. Wells, in the 
absence of the chaplains of the Societ3\ 

The president-general took the chair at one o'clock, there being present : 

Hon. Hamilton Fish, of New York, president-general; George W. 
Harris, of Pennsylvania, assistant secretary-general ; Colonel Joseph W. 
Scott, of New Jersey, treasurer-general ; John McDowell, of New Jersey, 
assistant treasurer-general. 

And the following delegates, viz., from 



New York ; 



Hon. Hamilton Fish, 
Mr. William S. Popham, 
Mr. William I. Graham, 
Rev. Marinus Willett, 



New Jersey : 



Col. Joseph W. Scott, 
Hon. L. Q. C. Elmer, 
Col. A. M. Cumming, 
Mr. William B. Dayton, 
Mr. John McDowell. 



Maryland : 

GeneralTench Tilghman. 

Pennsylvania : 

Mr. H. L. Sproat, 
Mr. J. W. Harmar, 
Dr. William A. Irvine, 
Mr. Grant Weidman. 
Mr. George W. Hariis. 

Massachusetts : 

Col. J. W. Sever, 
Rev. E. M. P. Wells, 
Mr. Samuel C. Cobb. 



The minutes of the last triennial meeting were read, and, on motion of 
Mr. Sproat, they were adopted. 
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The president-general read a letter from the Hon. James Simons, of 
Charleston, South Carolina, vice-president of the South Carolina Society, 
stating that he had been appointed a delegate to represent that Society 
at this meeting, bnt that he had, to his great regret, been prevented by 
important professional business from being present 

The president-general read a letter from the secretary-general. Dr. 
Thomas McEuen, from Charleston, regretting his inability to be present 
at the meeting. 

On motion of Mr. Sproat, the president-general appointed the following 
named gentlemen a committee to examine the credentials of delegates, 
viz. : Mr. Sproat, Colonel Sever and Mr. McDowell. 

The president-general stated to the meeting that in conformity with a 
resolution passed at the last triennial meeting, authorizing him to change 
the place of the present meeting from Trenton to Baltimore, if, upon con- 
sultation with the officers of the different State Societies, it should be 
deemed expedient so to do, he had g ven the matter his attention, and 
after consultation had arrived at the conclusion that it was not expedient 
to make the change. 

On motion of Mr. Cobb, it was 

Eeifolvedj That a committee of three be appointed by the president- 
general to examine the account of the treasurer-general ; and the following 
named gentlemen were appointed, viz. : Mr. Cobb, General Tilghman and 
Mr. Popham. 

The committee on credentials of delegates reported the following 
gentlemen as having been appointed by the several State Societies, viz. : 



Massachusetts : 



Rev. Alfred L Baury, 
Hon. Franklin Pierce, 
Col. James W. Sever, 
Mr. Samuel C. Cobb, 
Rev. E. M. P. Wells. 



New York : 

Hon. Hamilton Fish, 
Mr. William S. Popham, 
Mr. Henry H. Ward, 
Mr. William I. Graham, 
Rev. Marinus Willett. 

And, on motion of Mr. Graham, the 
to be placed on the minutes. 



New Jersey : 

Col. Jos. Warren Scott, 
Mr. John McDowell, 
Hon. L. Q. C. Elmer, 
Col. Alex. M. Cumming, 
Mr. William B. Dayton. 

Pennsylvania : 

Mr. H. L. Sproat, 
Mr. Grant Weidman, 
Dr. William A. Irvine, 
Mr. Josiah W. Harmar, 
Mr. George W. Harris. 

Maryland : 

Gen. Tench Tilghman. 

report was accepted and ordered 
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The committee on the account of the treasurer-general reported that 
they had examined the account and found it correct , and, on motion of 
Mr. Graham, it was ordered to be entered on the minutes. It is as 

follows : 

General Society of the Cincinnati^ in Account with the Treasurer, 

lafiS. De. 

,Iune 10. To cash paid O. W. Harris el at., for publishing elec- 
tion of officers, $3 90 

July 8- To cash paid Thomas McGuen, M.D., for bills, print- 
ing reports, etc., 36 25 

Aug. 29, To cash for 5 per cent, loan of Pennsylvania, No. 

131, at 100, March 27,1859, 87 51 

\m\. 

Feb. 10. To cash for 5 per cent, loan of Pennsylvania, No. 

4Il,95^percent.,June 1I,1819,$112 64, . . . 107 57 
Sept. 28. To cash paid for $2,000 United States 7-30 loan, at par, 2,000 00 

" 28. To cash paid interest due since Aug. 15, 17 60 

1865. 

Feb. 15. To cash pud for (100 United States 7-80 loan, ... 100 00 

IS66. 

May 8. To cash in hands of treasurer, 10 16 

$2,362 98 

18fi3. Cb. 

May 14. By cash received at stated meeting, held in New 
York: 

Massachusetts Society, 20 00 

Pennsylvania " 20 00 

New Jersey " 20 00 

Aug. 10. Interest on Pennsylvania 5*b (in gold), 69 64 

" 10. Premium on gold, 17 87 

1864. 

Feb. 1. Interest on Pennsylvania 5's, currency, .... 10757 

Aug. 6. " " " (no premium), 74 39 
Sept. 28. SoldcertiflcateNo. 3,871, Pennsylvania 5's,for$i,750, 

by B. W. Adams, 1 ,708 76 

1865. 

Feb. 1. Interest on Pennsylvania 5's, 32 82 

" 15. " $2,000 7-30 United States loan, .... 73 00 

Aug. 1. " Pennsylvania 5'8, 3a 82 

" 15. " $2,100 7-30 United States loan 76 65 

18fi6. 

Feb. 2. " Pennsylvania 5'b, 82 82 

" 15. " $2,100 7-30 United States loan, .... 76 65 

$-2,362 98 
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1866. 

May 8. By cash in hands of treasurer, $1015 

The fbnds of the Society are invested as follows : 

In Pennsylvania 5 per cent, loan, 1,382 39 

In United States 7-30 loan, 2,100 00 

$3,482 39 



JOHN Mcdowell, 

Assistant Treasurer. 



Trenton, N. J., May 9, 1866. 



Colonel Sever announced the death of the Hon. Charles S. Daveis, late 
vice-president-general of the Society ; and, on motion of General Tilgh- 
man, the following resolutions were unanimously adopted: 

Resolved, That the Society has heard with sincere regret of the death 
of its venerated vice-president-general, the late Hon. Charles S. Daveis, 
of Portland, Maine. His regularity in attending the meetings of the 
Society until prevented by age and infirmity ; his punctuality in the exe- 
cution of every duty pertaining to his office, or imposed by the Society ; 
the remarkable urbanity of his deportment, and affectionateness of dis- 
position towards his fellow-members, combined to make him an honored 
member of our association, and to endear his memory to all those who 
were so fortunate as to enjoy the privilege of his acquaintance. 

Resolved^ That we tender to the family of our deceased vice-president 
our sincere condolence on their bereavement, and that the secretary- 
general be directed to send them a certified copy of these resolutions. 

Colonel Sever announced the death of the Rev. Alfred L. Baury, of 
Massachusetts, formerly president of the Society of that State, and a 
chaplain of this Society, and read an interesting memoir of the life and 
family of that gentleman; and, on motion of Mr. Sproat, a committee, 
consisting of the following gentlemen, was appointed to prepare resolu- 
tions in honor of the late Mr. Baury, viz. : Judge Elmer, Rev. Mr. Wells, 
Mr. Graham, and Mr. Sproat. 

Mr. Sproat declined serving on the committee on account of sickness 
in his family, which necessitated his absence (but afterwards withdrew 
his declination), and the duties of chairman of the committee devolved 
upon Mr. Graham. 

The Rev. Mr. Wells announced the death of the Rev. David Smith, of 
Massachusetts, late a chaplain of this Society, and its oldest member ; 
and, on motion of Judge Elmer, the preparation of resolutions in his 
memory were referred to the same committee as the foregoing. 

Mr. Sproat announced the death of Mr. John R. Latimer, late president 
of the Pennsylvania State Society of the Cincinnati ; and, on his motion, 
resolutions on the subject were referred to the same committee. 



22 



174 

General Tilghman announced the death of Mr. C. C. Jamison, late 
vice-president of the Maryland Society; and, on his motion, it was 
resolved that the preparation of resolutions pertinent to his death be 
referred to the same committee. 

On motion of Mr. Wells, General Tilghman was added to that 
committee. 

At the suggestion of Judge Elmer, General Tilghman, of Maryland, 
made an interesting statement in regard to the present condition and 
future prospects of the Maryland State Society. 

The committee ^' to examine the archives of the Society, and to collect 
documents and matters for publication," reported progress, and. on 
motion of Judge Elmer, it was 

Besolved^ That the thanks of the Society be presented to the committee 
for their labors up to the present time, and that they be continued, with 
full power to act. 

General Tilghman, from the committee ^^on the constitution of the 
Society, and all matters relating thereto," made a report, and moved that 
the committee be discharged from the further consideration of the subject, 
which was adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Graham, it was 

Besolvedy That the Society go into a ballot for officers to serve for the 
next three years, to-morrow morning. 

Oo motion of General Tilghman, it was 

Besolvedj That the next meeting of the Society be held in the city of 
Baltimore, on the third Wednesday in May, 1869. 

On motion of Colonel Sever, it was 

Besolved, That when the Society adjourn, it adjourn to meet to-morrow 
morning, at ten o'clock. 

On motion of Mr. Cobb, the Society adjourned. 



Thursday, May 10th. 

The Society met at ten o'clock, pursuant to adjournment. 

The minutes of the meeting held yesterday were read and approved. 

The president-general appointed Mr. Cobb and Mr. Harmar, tellers, to 
conduct the election for officers. 

After a recess of ten minutes, the tellers reported the election of the 
following gentlemen, viz. : 

Hon. Hamilton Fish, of New York, president-general. 
Thomas McEuen, M. D., of Pennsylvania, secretary-general. 
George W. Harris, of Pennsylvania, assistant secretary-general. 
Colonel J. W. Scott, of New Jersey, treasurer-general. 
John McDowell, of New Jersey, assistant treasurer-general. 
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For vioe-president-general, Colonel J. W. Sever received sixteen votes, 
and General Tench Tilghman twelve votes. There being no choice for 
vice-president, another ballot was had, which resulted in the election of 
Colonel J. W. Sever, of Massachusetts, for vice-president general. 

Mr. Graham, from the committee appointed yesterday to draft resolu- 
tions in memory of deceased members, presented the following report, 
and, upon motion, the resolutions accompanying the report were unani- 
mously adopted, viz. : 

"The committee appointed to draft resolutions in regard to the melan- 
choly announcements that were made of the decease of the Rev. Alfred 
Baury, D. D., late president of the Massachusetts State Society of the 
Cincinnati ; of John R. Latimer, late president of the Pennsylvania State 
Society; of Colonel C. C.Jamison, late vice-president of the Maryland 
State Society, and of the Rev. David Smith, D. D., one of the chaplains 
of this Society, beg leave respectfully to report, that they have listened 
with great respect and profound admiration to the eulogies which were 
delivered in announcing the deaths of. the above-named eminent gentle- 
men, and regret that they have not time to compile a short biographical 
notice of the deceased, to serve as an example and a guide to the present 
generation, but offer the following resolution as some slight expression of 
the feeling these announcements have caused the members of this 
Society : 

^^ Resolved^ That the Society of the Cincinnati, in general convention 
assembled, have heard with sincere regret the announcement of the decease 
of the Rev. Alfred L. Baury, D. D., of John R. Latimer, of Colonel C. C. 
Jamison, and of the Rev. David Smith, D. 0., esteemed brothers of this 
Society, and whilst we deeply mourn their death, and deplore the loss the 
Society has sustained by their demise, we still bear witness to their high 
honor and integrity, and to the sincerity and zeal with which they devoted 
themselves to promote the welfare of this Society, earnest and faithful in 
well-doing, and with the laudable ambition of sustaining and perpetuating 
this institution founded by our Revolutionary forefathers. 

Resolved^ That the secretary be directed to furnish a copy of the above 
resolution to each one of the families of the deceased. 

(Signed), " B. M. P. Wells, 

^^ William Irving Graham, 
"Tbnoh Tilqhman, 
" Harris L. Sproat." 

The secretary-general was directed to address copies of these resolutions 
to the families of the deceased. 

General Tilghman moved that the accumulated interest on the fund 
received from the United States treasury in 1851 be apportioned amongst 
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saffering descendants of original members of the Society in the State of 
Georgia ; and, upon a division, the ayes were 5, and the nays 24. So the 
resolution was lost. 

On motion of Colonel Sever, it was 

Resolved <f That an assessment of twenty dollars be made upon each of 
the State Societies to defray the expenses of this meeting. 

On motion of Mr. Graham, it was 

Resolved, That the trustees of the funds of this Society be authorized, 
when in their judgment they can do it advantageously, to dispose of the 
Pennsylvania stock now held by them, and to invest the proceeds in 
United States stocks. 

On motion of Mr. Graham, it was 

Resolved^ That the thanks of the General Society be presented to the 
State Society of New Jersey for the very cordial welcome extended to 
them on the present occasion, and for the elegant entertainments provided. 

The minutes were read and approved. 

On motion of Mr. Harmar, the Society adjourned. 

GEORGE W. HARRIS, 

A ssistani Secretary- Genera L 
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SOCIETY OF THE CINCINNATI. 

Ninety-third Yeak of the Independence of the United States. 

barnum'8 city hotel, baltimore, maryland, 

May 18th, 1869. 



The General Society met in stated triennial meeting in the city of 
Baltimore, in conformity with a resolution of the last triennial meeting in 
Trenton ; the usual notice having been sent to the general officers and to 
the secretaries of the several State Societies, by the secretary- general. 

A prayer was offered by the Rev. C. C. Beatty, D. D. 

The president-general took the chair at eleven o'clock, a. h., there being 
present : 

Hon. Hamilton Fish, of New York, president general ; Colonel James W. 
Sever, of Massachusetts, vice-president-general ; Thomas McEuen, M. D., 
of Pennsylvania, secretary-general ; George W. Harris, of Pennsylvania, 
assistant secretary-general. 

And the following delegates, viz., from 



Massachusetts : 

Colonel James W. Sever, 
Mr. William Perkins, 
Dr. Winslow Warren, 
Mr. Henry A. Peirce, 
Mr. Samuel C. Cobb. 

New York: 

Hon. Hamilton Fish, 
Mr. William S. Popham, 
Mr. Wm. Irving Graham, 
Rev. Marinus Willett. 

New Jersey : 

Hon. L. Q. C. Elmer, 
Rev..C. C. Beatty, D.D., 
Mr. William B. Dayton. 



Pennsylvania : 

Mr. Harris L. Sproat, 
Mr. William Wayne, 
Mr. Peleg Hall, 
Mr. Wm. G. Caldwell, 
Mr. Richard Dale. 

Maryland : 

General Tench Tilghman, 
Commodore A. H. Kilty, 
Mr. James L. McLane, 
Mr. Otho H. Williams. 



South Carolina. 

Hon. James Simons, 
Mr. James Simons, Jr. 
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On motion of Mr. Cobb, it was 

Beaolved^ that the president-general appoint a committee to examine 
credentials of delegates : 

Thereupon the president-general appointed Mr. S. C. Cobb of Massa- 
chusetts, Mr. H. L. Sproat, of Pennsylvania, and General Tench Tilghman, 
of Maryland, of such committee, who shortly reported the following dele- 
gates to be duly accredited from the respective State Societies: 



Massachusetts : 

Colonel Jamed W. Sever, 
Mr. William Perkins, 
Dr. Winslow Warren, 
Mr. Henry A. Peirce, 
Mr. Samuel C. Cobb. 

New York: 

Hon. Hamilton Fish, 
Mr. Henry H. Ward, 
Mr. William S. Popham, 
Rev. Marinus Willett, 
Mr. William Irving Graham. 

New Jersey : 

Hon. L. Q. C. Elmer, 
Mr. James P. Thomas, 
Rev. C. C. Beatty, D. D., 
Mr. William B. Dayton, 
Colonel Alex. M. Cumming. 



Pennsylvania : 

Mr. Harris L. Sproat, 
Mr. William Wayne, 
Mr, Peleg Hall, 
Mr. Richard Dale, 
Mr. Wm. G. Caldwell. 

Maryland : 

General Tench Tilgbroan, 
Mr. James L. McLane, 
Mr. R. McHenry, 
Mr. Otho H. WUliams, 
Commodore A. H. Kilty. 

South Carolina: 

Hon. James Simons, 
Maj. Robert Q. Pinckney, 
Mr. James Simons, Jr., 
Mr. Thomas R. Egleston, 
Major Louis DeSaussure. 



General Tilghman then read the following letter, which, on motion of 
Judge Elmer, was referred to a committee consisting of Hon. L. Q. C. 
Elmer, Hon. James Simons and Colonel J. W. Sever. 



'' Baltimore, May 19th, 1869. 

" To the General Society of the Cincinnati : 

"Gentlemen:— By a unanimous resolve of the Maryland Society of 
the Cincinnati, we are directed to inform you that your brethren tender 
you a cordial welcome to Maryland. 

" They have looked forward with pleasure to the return of the associa- 
tions by which we and our fathers have so long been united, and which 
we hope may continue to unite our descendants for all time to come. We 
wish that we could offer you a still more cordial greeting ; but whilst 
assuring you of our readiness to meet our contribution to the general 
expenses of the Society, we are pained to be unable to offer you ^ more 
substantial evidence of our social regard. 
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'^A concurrence of unfortnnate circumstances which have occurred 
principally since the arrangement for your meeting here, have seriously 
impaired the condition of our Society. During a comparatively short 
time we have lost nearly two-thirds of our members, while the accessions 
have been very small ; and, notwithstanding the extension of our terms 
of admission, the present number of active members is only twelve, who 
are mostly young in years and in business. 

^' We have sustained a serious loss in one of our investments, whilst 
the necessities of our pensioners have required increased aid, which we 
have considered a paramount duty, and with which we cannot feel that 
we should be justified in interfering. 

" In the spirit of candor, which should maintain between brethren, we 
offer you this explanation. 

" We have only to add the repetition of our welcome, and the sincere 
hope that before many years we may have the pleasure of meeting you 
here under more favorable circumstances. 

" Your friends and brethren, 

"Tbnch Tilohman, 
'' J. L. McLans, 
" 0. H. Williams, 
" A. H. KiLHY." 

In the absence of the treasurer-general and of the assistant treasurer- 
general, on account of ill health, Mr. Dayton read the following report of 
the assistant treasurer general, which, on motion of Mr. McEuen,was 
referred to a committee for examination. The committee consisted of 
Messrs. William Ir\dng Graham, Henry A. Peirce and James L. McLane, 
who shortly reported as follows, which report and the account were 
ordered to be entered on the minutes. 

The committee appointed to examine the treasurer-general's report, beg 
to report that, in the absence of vouchers and securities, they are unable 
strictly to audit the account, which, however, they are satisfied is correct, 
and therefore recommend its adoption by the General Society. 

W. I. Graham, 
Henbt a. Peiboe, 
J. L. Mo Lane. 

The Treasurer- Oener at in Account with the General Society of the 

Cincinnati. 

Db. 

1866. Ma}' 8. To balance in hand of treasurer, $10 15 

June 5. ^^ cash received from Massachusetts Society, 20 00 

" f). " " ** " New Jersey " 20 00 

1807. Feb. 15. ** '' " " Pennsylvania ** 20 00 
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1866. July 18. To cash from sale of certificates of Pennsyl- 

vania 6 per cent, loan (by 6. W. Adams), 

amounting to $1,382.39 @ 92^, $1,264 89 

Aug. I. To cash from interest on Pennsylvania 5 's, 32 82 

" 15. *• " " " " $3,100 United States 

7-30 loan, 113 16 

1867. Feb. 1 5. To cash from interest on $3,400 United States 

7-30 loan, 124 10 

Aug. 4. To cash from interest on $1,300 United States 

7-30 loan, 31 86 

^^ 15. To cash from interest on $2,100 United States 

7-30 loan, 50 90 

1 868. Jan. 1. To cash from interest on $3,400 United States 

5-20 loan, 102 00 

^^ I. To cash from premium on coin, 33 per cent., 33 66 
July 1. " " " interest on $3,400 United States 

5-20 loan, 102 00 

'^ 1. To cash from premium on coin, 40 per cent., 40 80 

1869. Jan. 1. ^^ '^ '' interest on $3,400 United States 

loan, 102 00 

<( *( To cash from premium on coin, 35 per cent., 35 70 

$2,105 02 

May 1. To balance in hand of treasurer, $125 70 

Cb. 

1866. June 8. By cash paid G. W. Harris, Esq., for bills, 

printing and publishing election, .... $43 52 
July 25. By cash paid for advertising in Baltimore 

Gazette, May 1 6, 4 00 

^^ 18. By cash paid for 7.30 United States Loans: 

$1,000 @ 104i, 1,042 50 

100 @ 104, 104 00 

100 @ 104, 104 00 

100 @ 104, 104 00 

July 25. By cash paid for $500 5-20 United States 

Loan @ 109, 545 00 

*^ 25. By cash paid for interest due since on $1 ,000, 31 30 

^^ 25. By cash paid balance in treasurer's hand, . . 125 70 

$2,104 02 

The funds of the Society are now invested in United States 5-20 bonds, 
amounting to $3,900. 

JOHN McDowell, 

Assistant Treasurer- General. 
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On the part of the committee to examine the archives, the chairman of 
the committee, Mr. McEuen, made a verbal report. Farther explana- 
tions of the history of the papers of the Society of Virginia were made 
by the president-general. 

On motion of Mr. Graham the committee was continued. 

Judge Elm^r, of the committee on the communication from the State 
Society of Maryland, made the following report, which was ordered to be 
placed on the minutes : 

" The General Society of the Cincinnati have received with feelings of 
cordial sympathy the communication of the Maryland Society, and join 
with its members in the hope that the feelings which so long bound our 
fathers together, may continue to unite us and our descendants for all 
time to come. We fully appreciate the motives which have justified that 
Society in considering the claims of their pensioners as paramount to all 
others ; we coincide with them in expressing the wish that, at a not very 
remote future time we may have the pleasure of meeting them under 
more favorable circumstances. 

** L. Q. C. Elmbr, 
^^ James Simons, 
"James W. Seveb." 

On motion of Mr. Graham, 

Resolved^ That .after a recess till two o'clock, the election for general 
officers be held. The president-general named as tellers of said election 
for officers, Messrs. William S. Popham, W. G. Caldwell and James 
Simons, Jr. 

Hon. Mr. Simons informed the meeting of the death of the late presi- 
dent of the South Carolina Societ}', Henry A. DeSaussure, Esq., in 1865. 

General Tilghman announced the death of General John Speer Smith, 
late president of the State Society of Maryland, in 1867. 

On motion of Dr. Warren, these eulogies were referred to the following 
committee of a delegate from every State Society. 

Massachusetts : Dr. Winslow Warren. 

New York : Mr. William I. Graham. 

New Jersey : Rev. Dr. Beatt3\ 

Pennsylvania: Mr. H. L. Sproat. 

Maryland : General Tench Tilghman. 

South Carolina: Hon. James Simons. 

On motion of the vice-president-general. Colonel Sever, it was 

Resolved^ That the next general triennial meeting of the Society be 
held in the city of Boston, on the last Wednesday in May, 1872. 

The recess above resolved on was now held. 

At two o'clock the meeting was again organized and the election held. 

23 
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The tellers made the following report, that there were thirty-two votes 
cast) all as follows : 

Hon. Hamilton Fish, of New York, president-general. 
Colonel J. W. Sever, of Massachusetts, vice-president-gCDeral. 
Thomas McEuen, of Pennsylvania, secretary-general. 
George W. Harris, of Pennsylvania, assistant secretary-general. 
Colonel J. W. Scott, of New Jersey, treasurer-general. 
John McDowell, of New Jersey, assistant treasurer-general. 

William S. Popham, 
William G. Caldwell, 
James Simons, Jr. 

The committee appointed to consider the announcement of the death of 
Ilenr}'^ A. DeSaussure, Esq., late president of the State Society of South 
Carolina, and that of General John Speer Smith, late president of the 
State Society of Maryland, reported: 

^' The committee aj^pointed to draft resolutions in regard to the melan- 
choly announcements that were made of the decease of Henry A. 
DeSaussure, late president of the State Society of the Cincinnati of 
South Carolina, and General John Speer Smith, late president of the 
State Society of the Cincinnati of Maryland, beg leave respectfully to 
report that they have listened with great respect and profound admira- 
tion to the eulogies which were delivered in announcing the deaths of the 
above-named eminent gentlemen, and regret that they have not time to 
compile a short biographical notice of the deceased, to serve as an 
example and a guide to the present generation, but offer the following 
resolution as some slight expression of the feeling those announcements 
have caused the members of this Society. 

^^ Resolved, That the Society of the Cincinnati in general convention 
assembled, have heard with sincere regret the announcement of the 
decease of Henry A. DeSaussure, late president of the State Society of 
the Cincinnati of South Carolina, and General John Speer Smith, late 
president of the State Society of the Cincinnati of Maryland, esteemed 
brothers of the Society. And whilst called upon to express the mournful 
tribute of our sorrow at that dispensation of Providence which has 
removed from our midst our dear brothers, and deploring the loss the 
Society has sustained by their demise, we still bear witness to the high 
integrity, and to the sincerity and zeal with which they devoted them- 
selves to the promotion of the welfare of this Society, and hope that the 
bright example of their virtue and talents will still survive, and prove a 
future incentive to those who remain to emulate their fame and the honor 
they have acquired. And we further trust that their descendants will 
strive to imitate them in sustaining and perpetuating this Institution 
founded by our Revolutionary fathers. 



• * 
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^^Besolvedj That the secretary of the Society be directed to furnish a 
copy of the above resolutions to each one of the families of the deceased. 

" WiNSLOW Warben, 
" W. Irving Graham, 
" Charles C. Bbatty, 
" Tench Tilghman, 
" H. L. Sproat, 
'^ James Simons." 

Which report was adopted and ordered to be put on the minutes, the 
members rising as the question was taken, as a mark of respect to the 
memory of their deceased fellow-members. 

On motion of Mr. Cobb, it was 

Besolved, That an assessment of forty dollars be made upon each of the 
State Societies, and that the treasurer-general be directed to pay the ex- 
penses of the meeting at Baltimore, and that he be authorized if necessary 
to sell one of the bonds belonging to the Society. 

On motion of Mr. George W. Harris, it was 

Besolved, That the different State Societies be requested to remit with- 
out delay, to the treasurer-general, the amount assessed upon them at this 
meeting, or that if they prefer to pay the amount at the present time, Mr. 
W. B. Dayton, of New Jersey, be authorized to receive the amount in 
behalf of the treasurer-general. 

On motion of Mr. Harris, it was 

Eesolved, That as the treasurer-general and assistant treasurer-general 
are both detained by illness from this meeting, a committee of two be 
appointed to make the necessary arrangements to audit the expenses of 
the hotel for the meeting, and certify the same to the treasurer-general. 

The president-general appointed Mr. George W. Harris and Mr. W. B. 
Davton to be that committee. 

On motion of Mr. Graham, the rough minutes were read and adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Graham, the meeting was adjourned. 

After the adjournment the officers and delegates dined together at the 
hotel, the Honorable Franklin Pierce, ex-President of the United States 
and a member of the Massachusetts State Society, being present. 

THOMAS McEUEN, 

Secretary- General. 



1872 

SOCIETY OF THE CINCINNATI. 

NiNETT-aiXTB TeAB OF THE INDEPENDENCE OF THE ITnITBD STATES. 

PARKER HOUSE, BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS. 

Mat 29th, 1872. 



The General Society convened in stated triennial meeting in the city of 
Boston in accordance with a resolution of the last triennial meeting in 
Baltimore ; the usual notice having been sent to the general officers, to 
the delegates, or to the secretaries of the several State Societies. 

At the appointed hour, 11 a. h , the meeting was called to order by 
the secretary-general, who read a letter from the president-general, dated 
Washington, D. C, May I8th, 1872, expressing his great regret not to be 
able to preside at the meeting, the business incident to the last weeks of 
the session of Congress being such as to require his constant presence at 
the seat of government. 

On motion of Rev. Dr. Lothrop, it was unanimously 

Besolved, That the Hon. James Simons be requested to act as chairman 
until the election of vice-president take place. 

General Simons took the chair, and made an acknowledgment of his 
sense of the honor conferred on him. 

The assistant secretary-general read a list of the delegates to the present 
meeting reported by the president or secretaries of the respective State 
Societies : 

South Carolina : ' Massachusetts : 

Hon. James Simons, Admiral H. K. Thatcher, 

Mr. B. L. Pinckney, Mr. Samuel C. Cobb, 

Mr. Tho. Pinckney Lowndes, Dr. C. D. Homans, 

Mr. James Simons, Jr. Mr. William Perkins, 

Kev. S. K. Lolhrop, D.D. 

a84; 
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New York : 

Hon. Hamilton Fish, 
Mr. Wm. S. Popbam, 
Mr. Henry H. Ward, 
Rev. Marinas Willett, 
Mr. John W. Oreaton. 

New Jersey : 

Hon. L. Q. C. Elmer, 
Mr. Wm. B. Buck, 
Mr. Clifford Stanley Sims, 
Mr. Wm. B. Dayton, 
Hon. John T. Nixon. 



Pennsylvania: 

Mr. Richard Dale, 
Mr. James L. Harmar, 
Mr. William Wayne, 
Mr. Grant Weidman, 
Mr. Wm. G. Caldwell. 

Maryland : 

General Tench Tilghman, 
Com. A. H. Kilty, 
Mr. James L. McLane, 
Mr. James H. Barney, 
Mr. Otho H. Williams. 



The list was read a second time, and the delegates present answered to 
their names as follows : 

' Massachusetts: 

Admiral H. K. Thatcher, 
Mr. Samuel C. Cobb, 
Dr. C. D. Homans, 
Mr. William Perkins, 
Rev. S. K. Lothrop, D.D. 



South Carolina: 

Hon. James Simons, 
Mr. James Simons, Jr. 

New York : 

Mr. Wm. S. Popbam, 
Rev. Marinus Willett, 
Mr. John W. Greaton. 

New Jersey : 

Hon. L. Q. C. Elmer, 
Mr. Clifford Stanley Sims, 
Mr. Wm. B. Dayton, 
Hon. John T. Nixon. 



Pennsylvania : 

Mr. Richard Dale, 
Mr. James L. Harmar, 
Mr. William Wayne, 
Mr. Grant Weidman, 
Mr. Wm. G. Caldwell. 



Maryland : 

General Tench Tilghman, 
I Com. A. H. Kilty. 

A prayer was offered by the Rev. Marinus Willett. 

The assistant-secretary read the minutes of the last general meeting at 
Baltimore in 1869. 

Rev. Dr. Lothrop stated that the duty of announcing the death of offi- 
cers of the State Society of Massachusetts, which had taken place in the 
last three years, had been devolved on him. He accordingly made known 
the demise of Col. James Warren Sever, vice-president of the General 
Society, and president of the State Society of Massachusetts, born July 
Ist, 1799, died January 16th, 1871 ; and of Dr. Winslow Warren, bom 
January 7th, 1795, died June 10th, 1871. 

Judge Elmer announced the death of Col. Joseph Warren Scott, 
treasurer-general, and president of the State Society of New Jersey, 
April 27th, 1871; and of Mr. John McDowell, Jr., assistant treasurer- 
general, June 8th, 1869. 




V 



186 

The secretary-general made known the death of Harris L. Sproat, vice- 
president of the State Society of Pennsylvania, on the 19th of January, 
1872. 

The RcT. Marinas Willett informed the meeting of the death of Mr. 
William Irving Oraham, secretary of the State Society of New York. 

On motion of Gen. Tilgbman, 

Resolved^ That the above notices be referred to a committee of one 
member from each state. 

The chairman appointed Oen. Tench Tilghman, Maryland ; Dr. S. K. 
Lotbrop, Massachnsetts ; Hon. Judge L. Q. C. Elmer, New Jcrsej" ; Mr. 
Grant Weidman, Pennsylvania; Mr. W. S. Popham, New York; and Mr. 
James Simons, Jr., Sooth Carolina, to constitute the committee. 

On motion of Mr. Harris, it was nnanimoosly 

Resolved^ By the Society of the Cincinnati, in triennial meeting assem- 
bled, that they greatly regret the absence, on the present occasion, of the 
president-general of the Society, the Hon. Hamilton Fish, whose presence 
at the reunions of the Society is always a source of great gratification to 
the members, and whose dignified and impartial action as president elicits 
their admiration and respect. 

Resolved^ That the secretary-general be requested to transmit to the 
president-general a copy of this resolution. 

On motion of Admiral Thatcher, the following preamble and resolution 
were adopted, and referred to a committee of one from each State. 

Whereas, In consequence of inquiries from descendants of Revolu- 
tionary officers residing in Rhode Island and Connecticut, transmitted 
through Admiral Thatcher, of Massachusetts, and Mr. Greaton, of New 
York, as to whether the reorganization of defunct State Societies required 
the permission of the General Society; 

Resolved, That it be referred to a committee, to consist of a member 
from each State Society, to inquire and report on the expediency aod 
propriety of permitting (and upon what terms and conditions^ the reor- 
ganization of any State Society, now dissolved, which might apply to the 
General Society for permission to reorganize. 

On motion of Mr. Cobb, it was then ordered that the meeting take a 
recess till half past two o'clock. 

On reassembling at that hour, the chairman named as the committee 
on Admiral Thatcher's resolution : Admiral H. K. Thatcher, Massachu- 
setts ; Mr. John W. Greaton, New York ; Mr. William B. Dayton, New 
Jersey; Com. A. H. Kilty, Maryland; Mr. James L. Harmar, Pennsyl- 
vania; and Mr. James Simons, Jr., South Carolina. 

On motion of Rev. Mr. Willett, it was 

Resolved, That at this and every succeeding meeting of the General 
Society of the Cincinnati, the principles embodied in the original 
institution of the Society be read as a part of the regular proceedings. 
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On motion of Mr. Harmer, it was 

Resolved^ That each State Society be requested by the proper officer to 
report to the treasurer of the General Society the amount of its funds 
invested, the number of its beneficiaries, and the sums annually distributed 
among them. 

General Tilghman submitted the following report of the committee on 
obituary notices : • 

^' The committee to whom the eulogies of the deceased members were 
referred, respectfully submit the following report : 

^^ Whereas, Five members of the Cincinnati have deceased since the 
last meeting of the General Society, viz. : Colonel James Warren Sever, 
vice-president-general ; Colonel Joseph Warren Scott, treasurer-general ; 
Mr. John McDowell, Jr., assistant treasurer-general ; Dr. Winslow Warren, 
vice-president of the Massachusetts Society ; Harris L. Sproat, vice-presi- 
dent of the Pennsylvania Society ; and W. Irving Graham, secretary of 
the New York Society, and we desire to express and record our respect 
for their memories, our appreciation of their characters, and the value of 
their services: therefore, by the General Society of the Cincinnati 
assembled this day. May 29th, 1872, in Boston, Mass., be it 

^^Renolved unanimously^ That while we bow with reverence and sub- 
mission to the Divine appointments, we cannot suppress our regrets that 
in the death of these brothers, we are deprived of kindhearted and genial 
companions, of safe and wise counsellors, of associate members in this 
Society, zealous to promote all the good purposes and influences contem- 
plated by its glorious founders ; and in expressing our regret, we record 
also our determination to honor and cherish their memories, and in their 
relation to ourselves as well as in their relation to others, in other and 
wider spheres of life and action, to hold up their characters as Christian 
gentlemen and citizens, as worthy of all respect and imitation. 

^^Re.solvedy That the secretary -general be directed to send a copy of the 
foregoing preamble and resolution to the family of each of our deceased 
brothers." 

The report was unanimously agreed to, the members rising as the 
question was taken, as a mark of respect to their deceased fellow- 
members, and, on motion, the report was directed to be spread on the 
minutes of this day's proceedings. 

On motion of Mr. Harmar, it was 

Besolced^ That at the triennial meetings of the Society, including the 
present meeting, the expenses of the officers be defrayed out of the funds 
of the General Society ; provided that the expenses of any such officers 
be not paid if he or they be delegates from the State Societies. 

On motion of Mr. Harris, it was 

Resolved^ That the election for general officers be held immediately 
after assembling to-morrow. 
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On motion of General Tilgbman, 

Besolved, That when we adjoum it be to meet again to-morrow at ten 
o'clock, A.M. 

Mr. Cobb, on the part of thS members of the State Society of Massa- 
chusetts, invited the General Society to meet them at dinner this after- 
noon at six o^clock, which invitation was, on motion of Mr. Harris, 
cordially accepted. 

The assistant-secretary then read in accordance with the resolution 
proposed by Rev. Mr. Willett: 

" The following principles shall be immutable and form the basis of the 
Society of the Cincinnati : 

'' An incessant attention to preserve inviolate those exalted rights and 
liberties of human nature for which they have fought and bled, and 
without which the high rank of a rational being is a curse instead of a 
blessing. 

'^An unalterable determination to promote and cherish between the 
respective States that union and national honor so essentially necessary 
to their happiness and the future dignity of the American empire. 

''To render permanent the cordial affection subsisting among the 
officers. This spirit will dictat.e brotherly kindness in all things, and 
particularly extend to the most substantial acts of beneficence, according 
to the ability of the Society, toward those officers and their families who, 
unfortunately, may be under the necessity of receiving it." 

On motion, the meeting adjourned. 



May 30th. 

The meeting was called to order by the chairman at ten o'clock. 
Officers and delegates present as yesterday. 

The rough minutes of yesterday's proceedings were read and confirmed. 

The election for officers being now in order, on motion of Judge Elmer, 
that for president-general was held viva voce. 

The Hon. Hamilton Fish being proposed, was unanimously re-elected 
by acclamation. 

On motion of Mr. Cobb, the meeting proceeded to vote by ballot for 
vice-president general. 

The chairman named the Rev. Mr. Willett, of New York, and Mr. 
Clifford S. Sims, of New Jersey, tellers of the election. 

The tellers soon reported the Hod. James Simons, of South Carolina, 
to be elected vice-president-general. 

On motion of Judge Elmer, it was 
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Resolved^ That the present secretary-general, Thomas McEuen, of 
Pennsylvania, and the present assistant secretary-general, George W. 
Harris, of Maryland, be re-elected mva voce. 

Which resolution was agreed to, and the last-named members were so 
elected. 

The election for treasurer-general and assistant treasurer-general was 
then held by ballot. 

The same tellers made their report. It resulted that General Tench 
Tilghman, of Maryland, was elected treasurer-general, and Mr. William 
B. Dayton, of New Jersey, was elected assistant treasurer-general. 

General Simons and General Tilghman made short addresses, thanking 
the meeting for the distinction conferred on them. 

Mr. Dayton then stated that the son of Colonel Scott, the late 
treasurer-general, was present, and desired to make a statement of the 
settlement of the account of that officer with the General Society. 

On motion of Mr. Sims, Mr. Scott was invited to read the statement 
alluded to, and proceeded to do so at length, and presented the following 
account : 

The Treasurer^ General in Account with the General Society of the 

Cincinnati, 

1 869. Dr. 

May 1. To balance in hands of assistant treasurer-general 

as per last report, and now in possession of his 
executor, *$125 TO 

May 19. To cash received from New York Society, assess- 
ment 1866, 40 00 

May 19. To cash received from New York Society, assess- 
ment 1869, 40 00 

May 19. To cash received from Pennsylvania Society, assess- 
ment 1869, 40 00 

May 19. To cash received from South Carolina Society, as- 
sessment 1869, 40 00 

May 19. To cash received from Massachusetts Society, as- 
sessment 1869, 40 00 

July 1. To six months' interest on $3,900 United States 5-20 

bonds, *in 00 

Premium on the coin, 37^ per cent., *43 59 

(This interest collected and retained by executor 
of assistant treasurer-general.) 

July 1. To cash received dues Maryland Society for 

1863, 1866 and 1869, $80 00 

Less cash paid by them for advertising, . 6 63 

Check of W. Carroll Hall, treasurer, for 
balance, 73 37 

S4 
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1870. 

Jan. 1. To six months' interest on $3,900 United States 5-20 

bonds, *$in 00 

Premium on the coin, 19^ per cent., "^22 81 

(This interest collected and retained by executor 
of the assistant treasurer-general.) 

June 16. To United States 5-20 bonds received from the 

executor of John McDowell, Jr., late assistant 
treasurer-general, 3,900 00 

July 9. To six months' interest on $3,900 United States 5-20 

bonds, in 00 

Premium on the coin, 12^ per cedt., 14 18 

1871. 

Jan. 13. To six months' interest on $3,900 United States 6*20 

bonds, 117 00 

Premium on the coin, 10| per cent., 12 72 

July 13. To six months' interest on $3,900 United States 5-20 

bonds, 117 00 

Premium on the coin, 12^ per cent., 14 62 

1872. 

M'ch 13. To six months' interest, due January 1, on $3,900 

United States 5-20 bonds, 1 1 7 00 

Premium on the coin, 11 70 

To accrued interest on deposit in Savings Bank, . 30 78 

$5,151 47 
1872. 

May 29. To balance, $4,528 70 

Cr. 

1869. 

May 20. By paid bill Barnum's Hotel, Baltimore, $149 00 

May 25. By paid bill advertising, 2 00 

July 16 By paid bill printing to the secretary-general, . . . 42 67 

1870. 
Jan. 1. By balance this day in hands of the executor of J. 

McDowell, Jr., late assistant treasurer-general, . *426 10 
June 1 6. By express charges from Philadelphia on package 

containing $3,900 United States 5-20 bonds ... 3 00 

1872. 
May 29. By balance of account in possession of executor of 

Joseph W. Scott, late treasurer-general of the 
Society, 4,528 70 

$5,151 47 

* P. S. — It also appears that there is due from the estate of the late assistant 
treasarer-genend a balance of $426.10. 
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United States 5-90 bonds, par value, 
Cash, 



. $3,900 00 
628 10 



Subject to the order of the president-general. 



$4,528 70 



The denominations, marks and numbers of these bonds are as follows 



«1,000, P, ] 
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h, 1865, 


No. 


166,668 


1,000, D, 
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146,516 
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130,536 


100, c, 
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130,448 



$3,900 



CHARLES S. SCOTT, 
ExectUor of Joseph W. Scott, deceased. 



Nbw Brunswick, N. J., May 29th, 1872. 

On motion of Mr. Cobb, referred to a committee consisting of Dr. 
Homans, Messrt. Popham and Dale. 

Judge Elmer informed the meeting that the deaths of several members 
of the family of the late assistant treasurer-general, since the decease of 
that officer, were the cause of embarrassment in the settlement of the 
estate which was not yet completed. 

On motion of Mr. Cobb, it was 

Resolved, That the treasurer-general be and he is hereby authorized to 
make a settlement of the outstanding account of the Society with the 
estate of the late assistant-treasurer, John McDowell, Jr., in such manner 
as he shall deem proper and expedient under the circumstances. 

On motion of Judge Elmer, it was 

Resolved, That the treasurer-general be directed to have the United 
States bonds belonging to the Society registered in the name of the 
treasurer-general and assistant treasurer-general, as trustees of this 
Society, with authority to either of them to receive the interest on the 
same. 

On motion of General Tilghman, it was 
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Besolved, That the president-general and the presidents of the several 
State Societies be appointed a committee to confer with the national com- 
mittee of arrangements for the Centennial celebration at Philadelphia 
in reference to the participation of all the Cincinnati Societies in that 
celebration. 

On motion of Mr. Harris, 

Resolved^ That the Society return their sincere thanks to the officers 
and members of the Massachusetts Society for their very kind and cordial 
reception of the officers and delegates from the different States, for the 
very elegant entertainment provided, and for the friendly feelings 
manifested by them during the sessions of the Society. 

On motion of Mr. Cobb, 

Resolved, That there be a recess for thirty minutes. 

On reassembling, Dr. Homans presented the following report of the 
committee to audit the accounts of the late treasurer-general, as follows: 

The committee appointed to audit the account presented by Mr. C. S. 
Scott, executor of the estate of the late Colonel J. W. Scott, treasurer- 
general, report that they have found the accounts correctly cast and 
properly vouched. 

Charles D. Homans, 
William S. Popham, 
Richard Dale, 

Auditing Committee. 

On motion of General Tilghman, the canon on the number of votes of 
delegates and officers, adopted by the meeting at Baltimore, in 1854, 
was read for information of the present meeting. 

Mr. Dayton from the committee of inquiry by Admiral Thatcher, 
respecting the reorganization of the State Societies that have disbanded 
and divided their funds, read the following report, which was agreed to, 
and ordered to be entered on the minutes : 

" To the General Society of the Cincinnati : 

Your committee to whom was referred the resolution offered on 
Wednesday, May 29th, by Admiral Thatcher, at the request of parties in 
the States of Rhode Island and Connecticut, looking to and soliciting 
permission to resuscitate the Societies of the Cincinnati in those respective 
States, and, after such reorganization, to be admitted to full representation 
in the General Society, respectfully report that they have given the subject 
mature and careful discussion and deliberation, and, as the result thereof, 
respectfully submit for your consideration and action the following : 

" While we are fully convinced of the supreme authority of the General 
Society in such matters, and cannot and do not admit the right of any 
State Society, which has once had an existence, and has since disbanded, 
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and distributed the fund which was the main basis of their original organi- 
zation, to resume its original status, yet we feel, and so report, after a 
review of the question presented, that it may be expedient and proper for 
the General Society to receive and consider any such application which 
may be made, provided that the same is made to the Society after a tem- 
porary organization has been effected by those applying; satisfactory 
evidence has been presented that the amount of the fund existing at the 
time of the disbandment of the Society has been fully made up (witii 
simple interest from the date of such disbandracDt), a list being furnished 
of the descendants of original members now residing in the States who 
desire to revive the organization ; and a full statement of the facts which 
induced such disbandment, and the disposition made of such funds by the 
members having the control of them at that lime. 

"HENRY K. THATCHER, 
'* Chairman of Committee," 

On motion of Mr. Cobb, it was 

Besolvedy That the rules and ordinances of the Society, together with 
a list of the existing officers and members of the several State Societies, 
and their address, be compiled by the secretary-general, with the concur- 
rence of the president- general, and published in pamphlet form for the 
use of the Society, the expense thereof to be paid from the funds in the 
hands of the treasurer-general. 

At the request of Mr. Cobb, of Massachusetts, the proceedings of State 
Societies respecting the extension of the right of admission of members 
by the State Societies, in accordance with the canon adopted in May, 1854, 
by the General Society, were discussed. 

The representatives of the several State Societies on being called on, 
informed the meeting of the practice of their respective Societies. 

On motion of Rev. Mr. Willett, it was 

Besolved, That the next triennial meeting be held in New York on the 
second Wednesday in May, 1875. 

On motion, 

Resolved^ That an assessment of twenty dollars be made on each State 
Society to defray the expenses of this meeting. 

On motion of Mr. Cobb, the rough minutes were read, agreed to, and, 
on motion of Dr. Lothrop, the meeting was adjourned sine die, 

THOMAS MoEUEN, 
Secretary- OeneraL 
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SOCIETY OP THE CINCINNATI. 

NiNETr-NINTH YEAB OF THE INDEPENDENCE OF THE UNITED StATES 

or Ahebica. 
New York, Mat 12th, 1875. 



The Qeneral Society convened in atated triennial meeting at Delmon- 
ico'6, in tlie city of New York, on Wednesday, May 1 2th, 1875, in accord- 
ance with the resolution of the last triennial meeting in Boston ; the nsual 
notiee having been sent to the delegates from the different State societies, 
there being present : 

[{on. Hamilton Fiah, president-general; Hon. James Simons, vice- 
pre>jdent-general ; George W. Harris, assistant secretary-general ; Wm. 
B. Dayton, assistant-treaeurer-general ; Rev, Dr. Hutton, chaplain of the 
Society ; and the following delegates : 



MasBachn setts ; 

Admiral Henry E. Thatcher, 
Hon. Samuel C. Cobb, 
Mr. William Perkins, 
Itev. S. K. Lothrop, D.D. 

New York: 

Mr. Wro. S. Popham, 
Rev. Marinus Willett, 
Mr. Alex. Hamilton, Jr., 
Mr. John W. Greaton. 

New Jersey : 

IIoD. L. Q C. Elmer, 
Hon. John T. Nixon, 
Rev. Charles C. Beatty, D.D., 
Col. Alex. M. Cumming, 
Col. Clifford Stanley Sims. 



Pennsylvania : 

Wm. A. Irvine, M.D., 
Mr. Richard Dale, 
Mr. Peleg Hall, 
Mr. William Wayne, 
Mr. Qrant Wcidman. 

Maryland : 

Major W. CarviU Hall, 
Major Richard I. Manning, 
Mr. Richard M. McSlierry. 

South Carolina : 

Mr. T. Pinckney Lowndes, 
Mr. James Simons, Jr., 
Mr. Thomas R. Egleaton. 



The president-general, the Hon. Hamilton Fish, in the chair. 
A t the appointed hour the president-general called the meeting to order. 
(194) 
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Prayer was offered by the Rev. Dr. Hutton. 
The credentials of delegates were handed in. 

The assistant secretary-general read the list of delegates appointed by 
the different State Societies, as follows : 

Massachusetts : Pennsylvania : 

Admiral Henry K. Thatcher, 
Hon. Samuel 0. Cobb, 
Mr. William Perkins, 



Wm. A. Irvine, M.D , 
Mr. Richard Dale, 
Mr. Peleg Hall, 
C. D. Homans, M.D., Mr. William Wayne, 

Mr. Grant Weidman. 



Rev; S. K. Lothrop,D.D. 

New York : 

Hon. Hamilton Fish, Maryland : 

Mr. Wm. S. Popham, Major W. Carvill Hall, 

Rev. Marinus Willett, Major Richard I. Manning. 

Mr. Alex. Hamilton, Jr., | Mr. Richard M. McSherry. 

Mr. John W. Greaton. 

New Jersey : ^outh Carolina : 

Hon. L. Q. C. Elmer, Hon. James Simons, 



Hon. John T. Nixon, 

Rev. Charles C. Beatty, D.D., 



Mr. Louis D. DeSaussure, 
Mr. James Simons, Jr., 
Col. Alex. M. Cumming, Mr. T. Pinckney Lowndes, 

Col. Clifford Stanley Sims. | Mr. Thomas R. Egleston. 

The minutes of last meeting were read and adopted, and, on motion of 
Judge Elmer, the word '^ unanimous'' was ordered to be introduced into 
the record of the minutes of the election of secretary-general and assis- 
tant secretary -general, at the last meeting of the Society. 

The president-general thanked the Society for the resolution compli- 
mentary to him passed at the last meeting. 

The assistant secretary-general read the principles embodied in the 
Institution of the Society, as follows : 

'' The following principles shall be immutable and form the basis of the 
Society of the Cincinnati : 

''An incessant attention to preserve inviolate those exalted rights and 
liberties of human nature for which they have fought and bled, and with- 
out which the high rank of a rational being is a curse instead of a blessing. 

''An unalterable determination to promote and cherish between the 
respective States that union and national honor so essentially necessary 
to their happiness, and the future dignity of the American empire. 

" To render permanent the cordial affection subsisting among the officers. 
This spirit will dictate brotherly kindness in all things, and particularly 
extend to the most substantial acts of beneficence, according to the ability 
of the Society, toward those officers and their families, who unfortunately 
may be under the necessity of receiving it." 
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The assistaDt secretary-general reported that no action had been taken 
in reference to the following resolution passed at the last meeting of the 
Society, viz. : 

" Resolved^ That the rules and ordinances of the Society, together with 
a list of the existing officers and members of the several State Societies, 
and their address, be compiled by the secretary-general, with the concur- 
rence of the president-general, and published in pamphlet form for the use 
of the Society, the expense thereof to be paid from the funds in the 
hands of the treasurer-general." 

Rev. Dr. Lothrop moved that the subject of the publication of the 
rules and ordinances of the Society, the address of the members of the 
different State Societies, etc., be referred to a committee to be appointed 
by the president-general, with power to prepare and publish such a state- 
ment as they may deem advisable, and to report at the next meeting of 
the Society. 

Mr. Cobb moved to amend, by the appointment of one member from 
each State Society to constitute the committee. The resolution as amended 
was adopted. 

The president-general appointed the following gentlemen on said 
committee : 

Rev. Dr. Lothrop, of Massachusetts; Mr. T. Pinckney Lowndes, of 
South Carolina ; Mr. James L. McLane, of Maryland ; Mr. Oeorge W. 
Harris, of Pennsylvania; Mr. Alexander Hamilton, Jr., of New York; 
Hon. John T. Nixon, of New Jersey. 

The reports from treasurers of the different State Societies, under a 
resolution adopted at the last meeting, calling for information as to the 
amount of funds, number of beneficiaries, etc., were called for, and the 
following statements made : 

New York Society. — Amount invested and bearing interest for the year 
1874-5, $20,500; this being the par value, the market value being con- 
siderably in excess of this amount. Number of beneficiaries, 5. Average 
amount paid to each per annum, $100. 

MassachusetiB Society. — Amount of fund at the present market value, 
$63,000. Number of beneficiaries, 25, who have received for the past 
year about $3,000. 

Pennsylvania Society. — Amount of fund, $35,650. Number of bene- 
ficiaries, 19. Amount of annual distribution, about $1,600. 

New Jersey Society, — Amount of fund, $14,500. Average number of 
beneficiaries, 16. Amount of annual distribution, about $400. 

Maryland Society, — Amount of fund, about $8,000. Number of bene- 
ficiaries, 6. 

South Carolina Society. — Amount of fund, about $5,500. Number of 
beneficiaries, uncertain. 



/ 
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The president-general announced that Mr. Alexander Hamilton, Jr., a 
member of the New York State Society, invited the officers and delegates 
to a dinner at the Union Club, this evening ; that the New York Society 
invited them to a dinner at Delmonico's to-morrow evening ; also, that 
lunch would be served every day during the sessions of the Society ; and 
that a drive to the Park, etc., was offered for to-morrow. 

On motion of Rev. Dr. Lothrop, it was 

Resolved^ That the invitation extended by Mr. Alexander Hamilton, 
Jr., to the officers and delegates to dine this evening at the Union Club, 
be cordially accepted, and that the thanks of the Society be extended to 
Mr. Hamilton for his very kind invitation. 

The assistant secretary-general announced the death of Dr. Thomas 
McEuen, secretary-general of this Society, and president of the Pennsyl- 
vania State Society ; and read a short sketch of his life — and on his 
motion the following resolutions were unanimously adopted : 

Besolved, By the officers and members of the Society of the Cincinnati, 
that they have heard with much regret of the decease on the 27th of 
February, 1873, of Dr. Thomas McEuen, late secretary-general of the 
Society, and that they desire to express their great respect for the 
character of their deceased fellow-member, as an accomplished scholar, a 
worthy gentleman, and a useful member of society ; and to record their 
appreciation of his faithful and valuable services as an officer of the 
Society during a period of many years, and of the interest that he always 
evinced in its welfare and prosperity. 

Resolved^ That the secretary-general be directed to transmit a copy of 
these resolutions to the family of the deceased. 

Major Hall announced the death of General Tench Tilghman, treasurer- 
general of the Society, and president of the Maryland State Society. 

On motion, the president appointed the following gentlemen a com- 
mittee to express the sentiments of the Society on the death of General 
Tilghman, viz. : Hon. James Simons, Hon. L. Q. Elmer, and Hon. 
Samuel C. Cobb. 

The president-general expressed his high appreciation of the character 
and services of the deceased members, who had been his old and valued 
friends and associates. 

The assistant secretary-general read a list of the papers, books, etc., in 
the archives of the Society. 

On motion of Mr. Popham, the Society took a recess of half an hour. 

Upon reassembling, the assistant tretisurer-general, Mr. Dayton, made 
a statement, giving all the information in his possession respecting the 
condition of the funds of the Society. He also informed the meeting 
that he bad requested the executor of the late treasurer-general to be 
present at this meeting and make a repoii;, to which he had not responded. 

Mr. Dayton then presented and read the following statement of his 
account with the Society : 



18T2. 
May 30. 



July 4. 

]S73. 
July 11. 

1816. 
Feb. 25. 



Datton, ABBtgtant Treaaurer-Oeneral, in Account untk the 
General Society of the Cincinnati. 



Dr. 

To assesBment, MasBachii setts Society, 1872, .... $20 00 

" New York " " . . . . 20 00 

" Pennsylvania " "... 20 00 

" S. Carolina " " . . . . 20 00 

" New Jersey " " . . . . 20 00 

" " " 1866 Sl 1869, 40 00 

Cash collected from executors of Jobn McDowell, 

Jr., late assistant treasurer-general, 465 92 



U. S, 5-20 registered bonds received from executors 

of estate of General Tench Tilghman, par value, 3,900 00 
May 12. Interest at 6 per ct. on amount collected from estate 

of John McDowell, Jr., to this date, 50 30 

$4,546 23 



I8T2. Ce. 

May 30. By cash to treasurer-general, 

June 8. By publication list of ofBcers, in New Jersey papers, 

Si?|>t. Dill of secretary-general, 

Nov. 1 4. Bill of C. S. Scott, executor of Colonel Jos. W. Scott, 

K\prcBS and postage, 

U. S. 5-20 registered bonds in possession of assistant 

treasarer-general, par value, 

Ciisli in hands of asst. treasurer-general to this date. 



$5 00 
2 75 
52 56 



,900 00 

560 66 

$47646^ 

On motion of Judge Elmer the following reaolution was adopted : 

KruolKfil , That the account of the aasistant treaaurer-geueral be referred 
to a committee of two members, to be appointed by the chair, to be exam- 
ined and rcjxirtcd upon, and that the committee have power to deduct the 
item of " IriU'rest " from the account. 

The pn-si(lciit appointed Messrs. Elmer and Cobb the committee under 
this reflolutiiiTi. 

Tlie assistant secretary-general presented a bill amounting to $24.30, 
disbursed fi>i' u new trunk for the books and papers of the Society, print- 
ing notices, ■Ic, which was, on motion of Mr. Qreaton, referred to the 
treasurcr-gi'iieral, with power to settle the same. 

On motion of Judge Elmer, it was 

llf^'oh-rd. That the treasurer-general be requested to prepare such an 
ncciiunt of the claim of the Society against the late treasnrer-generd, as 
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may be required by the laws of the State of Maryland, and to present the 
same to his representatives ; and that he be authorized to employ counsel 
if he deems it necessary ; and to make such settlement of the claim as he 
may deem expedient under the circumstances. 

On motion of Mr. Cobb, it was 

Resolved^ That when the meeting adjourn it be to meet at this place, 
to-morrow morning, at eleven o'clock. 

The committee to whom was referred the account of the assistant 
treasurer-general, reported that they had examined and found it correct, 
and that they had deducted the item of interest, leaving a balance in his 
hands of $510.36 ; which report was, on motion, adopted. 

Mr. Greaton offered a resolution in relation to the proper care of the 
funds of the Society, and moved that it be referred to the same committee 
to whom was referred the account of the assistant treasurer-general — to 
report to the Society ; which was adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Cobb, it was 

Resolved^ That the first business in order to-morrow, after the reading 
of the minutes, shall be the election of officers. 

On motion of Rev. Dr. Lothrop, the meeting adjourned to meet 
to-morrow morning, at eleven o'clock. 



Thursday, May 13th. 

The Society met at the same place, and at the appointed hour the 
president-general called the meeting to order. 

The minutes of yesterday's proceedings were read, and on motion they 
were approved. 

The president-general announced the customary mode of conducting 
the election. 

Judge Elmer asked and obtained unanimous consent to move to sus- 
pend the rule, which motion was considered and agreed to; he then 
moved that the election for president-general be held viva voce^ which 
was unanimously ordered — and thereupon, on motion of Judge Elmer, 
the Hon. Hamilton Fish was unanimously elected to that office. 

Judge Elmer asked and obtained the like consent, and the rule was 
again suspended, when, on his motion, the following officers were elected 
in the same manner : 

Hon. James Simons, vice-president-general. 
Qeo. W. Harris, secretary-general. 
Wm. B. Dayton, assistant treasurer-general. 
Rev. Mancius Hutton, D.D., chaplain. 

The president-general appointed Colonel Sims and Mr. McSherry tellers 
to conduct the election for treasurer-general and assistant secretary-general. 
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Mr. Greaton moved to dispense with the nile as before, in order to elect 
Mr. Wm. Perkins to the office of treasurer-general, which was adopted. 

Mr. Perkins arose and declined the proposed honor. 

Mr. Oreaton then withdrew bis motion, and the Society proceeded to 
ballot. 

The Rev. Dr. Lothrop, nominated Mr. Alex. Hamilton, Jr., of New 
York, for the office of treasurer-general. 

The tellers reported that Mr. Alex. Hamilton, Jr., had been elected 
treasurer-general, and Major Richard I. Manning, of Maryland, assistant 
secretary-general. 

Mr. Alex. Hamilton, Jr., handed to the Society a box containing twelve 
forks, which had formerly been part of the camp equipage of General 
Washington, they having been for many years in possession of the family 
of the late Major General Morgan Lewis, and had been recently brought 
to light by the removal of the family (said forks being the property of 
this Society), and they were deposited with the secretary-general to be 
placed with the archives of the Society. 

The secretary-general presented and read the following resolution of 
the Pennsylvania State Society, passed at its annual meeting, July 4th, 
1874: 

Besolved, That this Society has heard with much satisfaction of the 
determination of the General Society of the Cincinnati to meet in Phila- 
delphia in 1876, and that the president be requested to inform the General 
Society that the Pennsylvania Society will have much pleasure in welcom- 
ing its members on that occasion. 

Judge Elmer, on behalf of the committee of presidents of the different 
State Societies, appointed at the last meeting of the Society with reference 
to a meeting at Philadelphia in 1876, on the occasion of the Centennial 
Celebration, asked that the committee be discharged from the further 
consideration of the subject, which was, on motion, granted. 

The secretary-general moved that the next triennial meeting of the 
Society be held at Philadelphia on the fourth Wednesday in May, 1878, 
which was agreed to. 

Mr. James Simons, Jr., stated that the South Carolina Society had 
hoped that the next meeting would be held at Charleston, but that they 
did not wish to conflict with the proposition to meet at Philadelphia. 

The committee to whom was referred the resolution of Mr. Greaton 
with reference to the funds of the Society, offered the following resolution, 
which was, on motion, adopted : 

Resolved^ That the treasurer-general be directed to deposit the current 
receipts of money from our funds in such bank as he may select, with the 
concurrence of the president-general, to the credit of the General Society 
of the Cincinnati, subject to the draft of the treasurer-general for the 
time being, or, in case of his death, of the assistant treasurer. 
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Mr. Cobb, from the committee to whom was referred the duty of 
preparing resolutions with regard to the decease of the late treasurer- 
general, made the following report, and the resolution was, on motion, 
unanimously adopted : 

^* The committee to whom was referred the announcement by the Mary- 
land delegation, of the decease of Gen. Tench Tilghman, late treasurer- 
general of this body, and president of the Maryland Society, ask leave 
to report : 

^ That General Tench Tilghman departed this life on the 22d of Decem- 
ber, 1874, in the city of Baltimore, after a very sudden and brief illness. 
General Tilghman was born in Talbot county, Maryland, on the 25th day 
of March, 1810. He received a warrant as a cadet, was entered at West 
Point, and graduateil at that institution in 1832. He obtained his com- 
mission in the army of the United States, and after remaining two years 
in the army resigned, and betook himself to agricultural pursuits and 
the retirement of private life. Born of an ancient and distinguished 
family, he was naturally imbued with the spirit of patriotism. He culti- 
vated a deep reverence for the memory of the illustrious founders of the 
order of Cincinnati, and zealously interested himself in all those things 
that tended to promote the objects of the organization. 

^^ Of manly presence and genial manners, he attracted the consideration 
and regard of all who from time to time were delegated to sit in this 
assembly. Emotions of sincere sorrow and regret will ever be excited 
by the recollections of the sad event which has severed associations of 
cordial friendship and regard. 

*' Be it, therefore, 

'^ Resolved^ That the General Society of the Cincinnati have heard with 
deep sorrow and regret, of the death of General Tench Tilghman, late 
treasurer-general of this body, and president of the Maryland State 
Society of the Cincinnati." 

On motion of Mr. Greaton, it was 

Resolved^ That the secretary -general be directed to furnish a copy of 
these resolutions to the family of the deceased. 

On motion of Mr. Cobb, it was 

Renolved^ That an assessment of twenty dollars be made upon each 
State Society to defray the expenses of this meeting. 

Rev. Dr. Lothrop moved that the thanks of the Society be extended 
to the New York State Society for the very cordial manner in which they 
have received the delegates from the different State Societies, and for the 
very liberal and generous hospitality they have afforded. The resolution 
was unanimously adopted. 

The president-general announced the presentation by the Massachusetts 
Society to the General Societ}', of the " Memorial Yolurae " of the Massa- 
chusetts Society, published in 1873, which was gratefully accepted. 
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On motion, the following resolution was adopted : 

Resolved y That the U. S. Bonds belonging to the Society, and any other 
securities which may hereafter be acquired, be invested in the joint names 
of the treasurer-general and assistant treasurer-general, as trustees, with 
the right of survivorship, and that in case of any change in either of 
these officers, from death or other cause, that the said bonds and securities 
be transferred (from time to time) to the actual officers above named — 
and immediately upon the appointment of a new trustee, all investments 
of the Societies' securities shall be transferred to the joint names of the 
then existing trustees, as joint tenants. 

Mr. Cobb moved that the meeting now adjourn. 

Prayer was offered by the Rev. Dr. Button, and the president-general 
then declared the meeting adjourned sine die, 

GEORGE W. HARRIS, 

Secretary-general. 



1878 

SOCIETY OF THE CINCINNATI. 

One Hundred and Second Year of the Independence of the 

United States of America. 

Philadelphia, May 22d, 1878. 



The General Society convened in stated triennial meeting at the Aldine 
Hotel, Philadelphia, on Wednesday, May 22d, 1878, in accordance with 
the resolution of the last triennial meeting, in New York ; the usual notice 
having been sent to the different State Societies, there being present : 

Hon. Hamilton Fish, president-general; Hon. James Simons, vice- 
president-general ; Geo. W. Harris, secretary-general ; Alexander Hamil- 
ton, treasurer-general; William B. Dayton, assistant treasurer-general, 
and the delegates hereinafter named. 

The president-general, Hon. Hamilton Fish, in the chair. 

At the appointed hour the president-general called the meeting to 
order. 

The secretary-general read the resolution adopted at the last meeting of 
the society, naming this date and place for the present meeting. 

Prayer was offered by the Rev. Dr. Beatty. 

On motion of General Cochrane, the following committee was appointed 
by the chair to examine the credentials of delegates, viz. : Mr. Cobb, of 
Massachusetts ; Mr. Ogden, of New Jerse}"^, and Mr. James Simons, Jr., 
of South Carolina. 

The president-general read an invitation from the Historical Society to 
visit their hall. Also, an invitation to visit the Pennsylvania Academy 
of the Fine Arts. 

Judge Nixon moved that the thanks of the meeting be tendered to these 
two societies, and that they be informed that the Society will not be able 
to accept the invitations. 

(208) 
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Dr. Lothrop moved to amend by accepting the invitation of the His. 
torical Society, and that the officers and delegates visit the hall of that 
society this evening. The resolution, as amended, was adopted. 

The secretary-general announced the arrangements made for the enter- 
tainment of the officers and delegates by the Pennsylvania Society, which 
comprise a drive to Fairmount Park this afternoon, and a dinner to- 
morrow evening. Also, that lunch would be served every day during 
the sessions of the Society. 

The secretary-general read the following application : 

" Aldine Hotel, Philadelphia, 22d May, 1878. 

" To Oeobge W. Harris, Secretary- General of the Cincinnati: Present. 

"Sir: The delegates appointed by the ^Society of Cincinnati^ in the 
State of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations^^ beg leave to present 
their credentials as representatives of said Society, and respectfully 
request action thereon. 

" We have the honor to be, sir, 

" Very respectfully, 

" Your obedient servants, 

"Nathan'l Oreene, 
"David King, 
*^AsA Bird Gardner, 
^^ James M. Varnum, 
" Daniel Wanton Lyman." 

On motion of General Cochrane, the following resolution was adopted, 
viz. : 

Resolved^ That a committee of five be appointed by the chair to con- 
sider the subject of the reorganization of State Societies that have been 
dissolved ; to inquire into the circumstances attending the dissolution of 
any Society; the distribution of the funds; and that the papers and 
credentials, in regard to any such application, be referred to the said 
committee. 

The chair appointed General Cochrane, Rev. Dr. Lothrop, Judge Nixon, 
Dr. William A. Irvine, and Mr. James Simons, Jr., the committee under 
the resolution. 

The committee appointed to report on the credentials of delegates 
made the following report : 

The committee appointed to receive and examine the credentials of the 
delegates present beg leave to submit the following report : 
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Whole number of delegates present, twenty-two, as follows: 



New York: 



Hon. Hamilton Fish, 
Hon. John Cochrane, 
Mr. Alexander Hamilton, 
Mr. John Schuyler, 
Rev. Marinus Willett. 



Pennsylvania : 



Dr. William A. Irvine, 
Mr. William Wayne, 
Mr. James L. Harmar, 
Mr. Richard Dale, 
Mr. Grant Weidman. 



Massachusetts : 

Admiral H. E. Thatcher, 
Mr. William Perkins, 
Hon. Samuel C. Cobb, 
Rev. S. K. Lothrop, D.D. 
New Jersey : 

Hon. L. Q. C. Elmer, 
Hon. John T. Nixon, 
Rev. C. C. Beatty, D.D., 
Col. Clifford Stanley Sims, 
Mr. Francis Barber Ogden. 

South Carolina: 

Hon. James Simons, 

Mr. James Simons, Jr. 

Mr. Thos. Pinckney Lowndes. 



The report was accepted, and ordered to be placed on file. 

The minutes of the last meeting of the Society were read, and, on 
motion, approved. 

The principles embodied in the Institution of the Society, were read by 
the secretary-general. 

Mr. Harmar informed the meeting, that a committee from the ^' Valley 
Forge Centennial Celebration " desired to invite the Society to a cele- 
bration on the 1 9th of June next, and moved that they be admitted to 
appear before the Society, which motion was adopted. 

The committee appeared, and presented the invitation, and offered to 
the Society " a topographic view of Valley Forge.'' 

The president-general replied that he would have great pleasure in lay- 
ing the invitation before the Society for its action, and communicating 
their reply. 

On the retiring of the committee, the president-general laid before the 
Society the communication from the Valley Forge association. 

Mr. Cobb moved that the invitation be accepted, and that a delegation 
of one member from each State Society be appointed by the chair to repre- 
sent the Society on that occasion, in conjunction with the officers, and 
that as many other members as may find it convenient shall attend ; that 
the delegation shall have power to fill vacancies, and that a proper 
response be made to the committee. 

The resolution was adopted, and the chair appointed the following gen- 
tlemen to form the delegation, viz : Mr. Cobb, of Massachusetts ; Mr. 
Ogden, of New Jersey ; Mr. Schuyler, of New York ; Mr. Harmar, of 
Pennsylvania; Mr. James Simons, Jr., of South Carolina. 
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The treasurer- general presented hie report, as follows: 

" New York, May 20th, 1878. 
" To the General Society of the Cincinnati: 

" The trcasurer^neral respectfully auhmits herewith, hia account from 
June, 1875, fo May 20th, 1878, — showing a balance of cash on hand of 
$220.45. Out of the income of the fnnd — with the assent of the president- 
general— he bought on June 7th, 1877, one U. S. bond for |1,000, at i^ 
per cent, interest ; so tliat the fVind, with $3,900 iu U. S. bonds, received 
by bim, now amounts to $4,900 in U. S. bonds at par. 

" Witli the concuiTcnce of the president-general, the Bank of New York, 
in the city of New York, was selected as the depository of the curi-ent 
receipts of the Society, and a safe in the vaults of that bank was made 
the place of deposit of the securities of the Society, 

"On 10th of November, 1875, he received from Mr. Wm. B. Dayton, 
assistant treasurer-general, the U. S. bonds for $3,900, the principal of 
the fuQd, and a balance in cash of $489.87, as shown in the account. The 
account of Mr. Dayton, with the vouchers submitted at that time to the 
treasurer-general, is herewith presented. 

" In accordance with the resolution adopted at the last triennial meet- 
ing, the treasurer-general had a correspondence extending over several 
months with the executor of the late treasurer general, and as it appeared 
very unlikely that the estate of late treasurer-general could pay the claim, 
or any part of it, he prepared an account of the claim of the Society and 

foTwarded it on the 1875, to the assistant secretary-general 

in Maryland, with the request that he would have it duly filed in the 
proper office under the laws of Maryland. 

"The treasurer-general is of the opinion that the claim cannot be 
collected. 

"The TJ. S. 6-20 bonds for $3,900, though not included in the call of 
the secretary of the treasury, dated May 6tb, 1878, will probably soon 
be called in and paid ; when other bonds at a lower rate of interest must 
be taken, and the Society's income to some extent diminished. 

" Respectfhlly submitted, 

"ALEX. HAMILTON, 

" Treasurer- Oener at." 

Thi General Society of the Cincinnati in account with their Treaeurer- 
Oeneral. 
1875. Db. 
Nov. 10. Received from Wm. B. Dayton, assistant treasurer- 
general, balance of cash in bis hands, $489 87 

Nov. 19. Interest U. S. bonds, (gold) $117 and premium, . . 134 40 
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1876, 

Jan. 6. Interest U. S, bonds, (gold) $117 and premium, . . $^ 131 51 

Jan. 7. Received assessment from Maryland Society, ... 20 00 

June 29. Interest U. S. bonds and premium, 131 18 

1877. 

April 24. Interest U. S. bonds and premium, 125 48 

Nov. 15. Interest U. S. bonds and premium, 123 29 

1878. 

April 29. Interest U. S. bonds and premium, 117 44 

May 17. Interest for 9 months on $1 ,000 bond and premium, . 34 00 

$1,307 17 

1875. Cb. 

June 5. Paid bill Boston Post, advertising, $ 3 60 

^^ 9. Paid bill Baltimore American, advertising, .... 8 75 

'^ 10. Paid bill Baltimore Gazette, advertising, 6 30 

1877. 
June 7. Paid Morton, Bliss k Co., for $1,000 U. S. registered 

bond, 4^ per cent, interest, 1,068 07 

1878. 
May 20. Balance cash on hand, 220 45 

$1,307 17 

Pbinoipal. 

U. S. 5-20 bonds received from Mr. Dayton, $3,900 00 

$1,000 U. S. 4^ per cent, registered bond, bought June 7, 1877, 

cost 1,068 07 

$4,968 07 

E. & 0. E., 

ALEX. HAMILTON, 

Treasurer- General. 

On motion of Mr. Perkins, it was 

Resolved^ That the report, together with that of the acting treasurer- 
general, previous to the appointment of the present treasurer-general, be 
referred to a committee of two, to be named by the chair, to examine 
and report. 

The chair appointed on the committee, Mr. William Perkins, of Massa- 
chusetts, and Mr. Grant Weidman, of Pennsylvania. 

The committee subsequently reported that they had examined the 
accounts and found them to be correct. 

Rev. Dr. Lothrop, chairman of the committee appointed at the meet- 
ing in 1875, to ^' prepare and publish the rules and ordinances of the 
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Society, address of members," etc., stated that he hoped to be able to 
make a report on the subject to-morrow, and asked leave to do so, which 
was accorded. 

Mr. Hamilton offered the following resolution, and moved that it be 
referred to the committee on rules and ordinances, which was agreed 10, 
viz. : — 

Besolvedj That at each triennial meeting, the treasurers of the different 
State Societies report, in writing, the amount of funds, the number of 
beneficiaries, and the average amount given to each. 

On motion of Judge Elmer, the meeting adjourned to meet at eleven 
o'clock, to-morrow morning. 



Thursday, May 23d. 

At the appointed hour the president-general called the meeting to 
order. 

The minutes of yesterday's proceedings were read by the secretary- 
general, and, on motion, they were approved. 

The president-general offered an invitation on the part of Mr. George 
W. Childs to visit the " Ledger" building. 

On motion of Mr. Hamilton, the invitation was accepted, with the 
thanks of the Society. 

The secretary-general presented a roll of the ribbon of the Society, 
which was bequeathed to it by Miss Ann Willing Jackson, daughter of 
Major Wm. Jackson, of the Revolution. 

On motion of Judge Elmer, it was accepted, with the thanks of the 
Society. 

Also, a book from the ^^ Bunker Hill Monument Association," contain- 
ing a record of the centennial celebration. 

The secretary-general was directed to return the thanks of the Society 
to the donors. * 

Mr. Harmar moved that the Society proceed to an election for officers 
to serve for the ensuing three years — which was agreed to. 

Judge Elmer asked unanimous consent that the rule requiring the 
election to be by ballot be suspended, and that the election be held viva 
voce. The rule being suspended by unanimous consent, he then moved 
that the present officers of the Society be elected, which motion, being 
secondeil, was unanimously adopted. They are as follows : 

Hon. Hamilton Fish, of New York, president-general. 
Hon. James Simons, of South Carolina, vice-president-general. 
George W. Harris, of Pennsylvania, secretary-general. 
Richard I. Manning, of Maryland, assistant secretary-general. 
Alexander Hamilton, of New York, treasurer-g'eneral. 
William B. Dayton, of New Jersey, assistant treasurer-general. 



I 
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The president-general and the vice-president-general returned their 
thanks to the Society. 

The Rev. Dr. Beatty moved that a committee of one member from 
each State Society be appointed by the chair, to make preparations for 
the first centennial of the Society in 1883, and to report at the next 
triennial meeting — and that the president-general be added to the com- 
mittee as chairman. The resolation was adopted, and the chair appointed 
the following gentlemen to constitute the committee : Admiral Thatcher, 
of Massachusetts; Mr. Schu^'ler, of New York; Mr. Ogden, of New 
Jersey ; Mr. Harmar, of Pennsylvania ; and Mr. Lowndes, of South 
Carolina. 

On motion of Dr. Lothrop, it was 

Besolved^ That an assessment of twenty dollars be made upon each 
State Society, to defray the expenses of this meeting. 

Mr. James Simons, Jr., stated that the South Carolina Society would 
be glad to have the Society hold the next triennial meeting at Charleston. 

Admiral Thatcher moved that the invitation be accepted, and that the 
next- meeting be held in Charleston, South Carolina, on the second 
•Wednesday in April, 1881. 

Judge Elmer moved that the rule requiring the meeting to be held in 
the month of May be suspended, which was agreed to, and the motion of 
Admiral Thatcher was adopted. 

Rev. Dr. Lothrop, from the committee on the rules and ordinances of 
the Society, presented a report, which, on motion of Mr. Harmar, was 
referred back to the committee. 

Mr. Harmar presented a series of resolutions on the subject of the 
admission and transfer of members, which, on motion of Judge Elmer, 
were referred to the committee on rules and ordinances. 

General Cochrane, chairman of the committee appointed yesterday on 
the subject of the claims of Societies that had been dissolved, presented 
a report, and, by leave, submitted also the dissenting views of a ininority 
of the committee, which, on motion of Mr. Hamilton, were accepted for 
consideration. 

Judge Nixon moved the adoption of the majority report. 

General Cochrane moved to amend by adopting the minority report. 

On motion of Judge Elmer, a recess was taken until half-past two 
o'clock. 

Upon reassembling, the consideration of the report was resumed, and, 
after discussion thereupon, Mr. Hamilton moved that the application of 
the Rhode Island Society be recommitted to the committee, to obtain 
fuller information, and to report at the next meeting of the Society. 
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At the request of a delegate present, the vote upon this resolution was 
taken as provided by the rule adopted in 1851, and it passed in the 
affirmative — ayes 14, nays 11 ; and thus the resolution was adopted, and 
the application recommitted. 

Rev. Mr. Willett moved that the question concerning the admission 
into the New Jersey Society of Dr. T. Matlack Gheesman, with the papers 
relating thereto, be referred to the committee on rules and ordinances, 
which was adopted. 

The Rev. Dr. Beatty pronounced the benediction, and, on motion, the 
Society adjourned to meet on the second Wednesday in April, 1881. 

GEORGE W. HARRIS, 

Secretary- General. 
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SOCIETY OF THE CINCINNATL 

One Hundred and Fifth Year of the Independence of the 

United States of America. 

Charleston, South Carolina, April 13th, 1881 • 



The General Society convened in stated triennial meeting, at the 
Charleston Hotel, Charleston, South Carolina, on Wednesday, April 13th, 
1881 , at eleven o^clock, a. m., in accordance with the resolution of the last 
triennial meeting, held at Philadelphia, the usual notice having been sent 
to the different State Societies; there being present: Honorable Hamilton 
Fish, president-general ; George W. Harris, secretar^'-general ; Alexander 
Hamilton, treasurer-general; Richard 1. Manning, assistant secretary- 
general, and the delegates hereinafter named. 

Honorable Hamilton Fish, president-general, in the chair. 

At the appointed hour the president-general called the meeting to order. 

The secretary-general read the resolution adopted at the last meeting of 
the Society, naming the date and place of the present meeting. 

Prayer was offered by the Rev. Dr. Hornblower. 

The secretary-general read the list of States, and called for the 
credentials of delegates, which were produced. 

General Cochrane, chairman of the committee on the admission of the 
Rhode Island Society, asked permission for the committee to sit during 
the meeting of the Society, and that they might be considered as being 
present, which, on motion, was granted. 

It was moved and seconded, that the credentials of delegates be referred 
to a committee of one member from each State Society, to examine and 
report upon, which was adopted. 

The president-general appointed the following gentlemen on the 
committee : 

General Francis W. Palfrey, Massachusetts ; Mr. Alexander Hamilton, 
New York; Mr. Grant Weidman, Pennsylvania; Colonel Clifford Stanley 
Sims, New Jersey; Mr. Thomas Pinckney Lowndes, South Carolina; 
Mr. Richard I. Manning, Maryland. 

(311) 
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The president-general laid before the meeting a communication from 
the Mayor of the city of Charleston, which is as follows : 

^'Mayor's Office, Charleston, S. C, March 11th, 1881. 

^' General W. O. DeSaussurb, President Stale Society of the Cincinnati: 

'' Dear Sir : — It gives me great pleasure to place at your disposal the 
Council Chamber of the City Hill, for the use of the General Society of 
the Cincinnati, meeting in this city, at an early day. The Mayor's office, 
adjoining the Council Chamber, is also at your service as a committee 
room, should you have use for it. 

*' I am, Dear Sir, 

" Very respectfully, 

" WM. A. COURTEN AY, 

" Mayor.'' 

Also an Invitation from the Charleston Library Society to visit the 
rooms of the Society. 

Also an invitation from the Charleston Chamber of Commerce to the 
use and privileges of the reading-rooms of the chamber. 

Also an invitation from the committee on the unveiling of the statue 
to Admiral Farragut, at Washington, on the 25th inst. 

The committee on the credentials of delegates reported that the 
following gentlemen had been appointed by the different State Societies : 



Maryland : 

Hon. Robert M. McLane, 
Mr. William B. Webb, 
Mr. Otho H. Williams, 
Mr. Wm. H. DeCourcy, 

* Mr. Richard I. Manning. 

South Carolina: 

* Gen. W. G. DeSaussure, 

♦ Rev. Dr. Charles Cotesworth 

Pinckney, 
^ Mr. James Simons, 
Hon. Wade Hampton, 

♦ Mr. T. Pinckney Lowndes. 
And as alternate for the Hon. W. 

Hampton, * Mr. Evan Edwards. 



Massachusetts : 

* Hon. Samuel C. Cobb, 

* Gen. Francis W. Palfrey, 
Dr. Charles D. Homans, 
Mr. William Perkins, 

* Rev. S. K. Lothrop, D.D. 

Pennsylvania : 

* Dr. Wm. A. Irvine, 

* Mr. Richard Dale, 

* Mr. Grant Weidman, 

* Mr. William Wayne, 

* Mr. Francis M. Caldwell 
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New Jersey : New York : 

* Colonel Clifford Stanley Sims, * ^''°- H*™"^*^^'^ ^^8*^' 
Hon. John T. Nixon, LL.D., * ^^' Alexander HamUton, 

* Dr. Herman Burgin. ^''- ^°*- ^^ PoP*^a^» 

* Hon. John Fitch, ^'' J^*^"^ Schuyler, 

* Rev. Charles C. Beatty,D.D., * ^^^- '^^^'^ Cochrane. 

LL.D., 
And the * Rev. Wm. Henry 
Homblower, D.D., alternate. 

Of whom those present are maked thus (*). 

The minutes of the last meeting of the Society were read, and, on 
motion, they were approved. 

The principles embodied in the Institution of the Society were read. 

Colonel Sims presented the credentials of delegates of the Rhode 
Island Society, and moved that a delegate be appointed in place of Judge 
Nixon, a member of the committee on the claims of that Society, who 
was absent. Mr. Fitch asked for a vote by States, which was accorded. 
The result was as follows : 

Ayes : — New Jersey, 5 votes. 

Nays:— Massachusetts, 6 votes; New York, 5 votes; Pennsylvania, 
5 votes; Maryland, 5 votes; South Carolina, 5 votes; the president- 
general, 1 vote; the secretary-general, 1 vote; the treasurer-general, 
1 vote ; the assistant secretary-general, 1 vote. 

There being 29 votes in the negative and 5 in the affirmative, the 
resolution was not adopted. 

The treasurer-general presented and read his report and account for the 
last three years They are as follows : 

" New York, April 1st, 1881. 
" To the General Society of the Cincinnati : 

" The treasurer-general respectfully submits his account from May 20th, 
1878, when the last account was audited, to March 31st, 1881 ; showing a 
balance of cash on hand of $181.87. 

'^ As intimated in his last report, the 6 per cent, bonds of the United 
States, $3,900 at par, were paid off in December, 1878, and the sum of 
$3,900 deposited in the Farmers' Loan and Trust Company, and interest 
at four per cent, is credited to the Society thereon. With the income thus 
received and that derived from the $1,000 U. S. 4^ per cent, bond referred 
to in the last report, the treasurer-general has purchased $4,100 U. S. bonds, 
bearing 4^ per cent, interest, at an aggregate cost of $4,576.75. The fund 
at par now amounts to $5,100 invested in U. S. 4^ per cent, bonds, costing 
in the aggregate $5,644.82, and with a market value of about $5,700. 

27 




" The principal of the fund when it csme into the b&nda of the present 
treasurer-general was $3,900. 

" In accordance with the suggestions in the resolution adopted in May, 
1875, ihe treasurer-general has invested the funds in bonds of the United 
States, but the low rate of interest which they bear, and the premium on 
those having some years to riin, reduces the interest to about 3^ to ^ per 
cent, per annum. 

" In view of these circumstances, the treasurer^eneral recommends the 
investment of the principal in bond and mortgage, on which, in the city 
of New York, and other large cities, the sum of $5,700 could be securely 
placed at five, perhaps six per cent, per annum, whereby the premium on 
the bonds now held, amounting to about $600, could be saved, and an 
annual income of at least $275 secured. 

" The treasurer-general announces with regret the death of the assistant 
treasurer-general, Mr. William Berrian Dayton, on the 30th March last, 
in the city of New York, after a painful illness. As the funds are held 
in the joint names of the treasurer and assistant treasurer-general, and 
the survivor, the appointment of a successor at this meeting is necessary 
to provide for contingencies ; the title to the funds now depending on one 
life only. 

" Respectfully submitted, 

"A. HAMILTON, 

" Treaaurer-Oeneral." 

The General Society of Ike Cincinnati, in account with their Treasurer- 

General. 
1878. Dr. 

May 20. By balance in hand from last account, $220 45 

29. " assessments ftom State Societies, viz. : Massachu- 
setts, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, 

and South Carolina, $20 each, 100 00 

Dec. 13. By interest on $3,900 U. S. bonds, when they were 

paid off, $160 34 

Premium on gold, 4 97 

166 SI 

Dec. 13. Byprincipalof $3,900, U.S. bonds paid off, 3,900 00 

1881. 

Mar. 13. By interest on $3,900 from December 13th, 
1878, to March 13th, 1881, 2 years 
and three months, @ 4 per cent de- 
posited in trust company, 361 00 

By interest on $1 ,000 U. 8. 4^ per cent, bond 

for 3 years at $46 per annum, . . . 135 00 

By premium on gold to 1879, 31 

135 21 

$4,861 97 
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1878. Cr, 

May 29. Paid William B. Dayton, assistant treasurer-general, 

actual expenses attending triennial meeting, 

Philadelphia, (No. 1), $24 00 

June 5. Paid New York Tribune advertising triennial, 

(No. 2), 6 80 

June 20. Paid George W. Harris, secretary-general, expenses 

printing, advertising, etc., triennial meeting, 

(No. 3), 43 10 
July 3. Paid C. C. Fulton, advertising in Baltimore Ameri- 
can, (No. 4), 4 75 

3. Paid Baltimore Gazette, advertising meeting, (No. 5), 4 50 

25. " H. W. Dutton & Son, advertising, . . (No. 6), 2 00 

A ug. 1 . *' New York Times, advertising triennial meeting, 

1879. (No. 7), 6 00 
June 4. Paid Boston Daily Advertiser, notice of the death 

of General Simons, (No. 8), 5 00 

Nov. 21. Paid New York Times, advertising same notice, 

1881. (No. 9), 7 20 

Mar. 18. Paid Morton, Bliss & Co., purchase of $4,000 U. S. 

4^ per cent, bonds, (No. 10), 4,465 00 

24. Paid Morton, Bliss & Co., purchase of additional 

$100 U.S. 4^ per cent, bonds, . . . (No. 11), 111 75 
31. Balance cash in bank, 181 87 

$4,861 97 

Principal. 

Par. OoBt. Market value. 

U. S. 4iper cent, bond, . $1,000 $1,068 07 $1,120 00 
" *• " bonds, 4,100 4,576 75 4,592 00 $5,712 00 

181 87 Cash 

$5,100 $5,644 82 $5,712 00 

$5,893 87 Total 

E. & 0. E. 

A. HAMILTON, 

April 1st, 1881. Treasurer- OeneraL 

On motion, 

The report and account were accepted, and ordered to be placed on the 
minutes. 

On motion, 

A committee of two was appointed by the chair to examine and audit 
the same. The committee consisted of Mr. Dale, of Pennsylvania, and 
Mr. Edwards, of South Carolina. 
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Mr. Cobb presented the following report on the Valley Forge celebra- 
tion, which was accepted. 

^ On behalf of the committee appointed to attend the Centennial 
celebration at Valley Forge, June 19th, 1878, the undersigned respectfully 
reports that it was found impossible for the several members to be present 
on the occasion referred to, and a communication to this effect was 
addressed to the committee of arrangements. 

*' S. C. COBB, 

" Chairman,^^ 

The report of the committee on the Centennial of the Society was called 
for, and, the number not being full, on account of the decease of two of 
the members and the absence of two others, it was moved that {;Uc 
president-general appoint delegates to fill the vacancies caused by the 
decease of two of the members, which was adopted. 

The chair appointed General Palfrej^^, of Massachusetts, and Mr. 
Weidman, of Pennsylvania. 

On motion of Mr. Cobb, a recess until one o'clock was taken. 

The Society reassembled at the hour named. 

The committee appointed to examine the treasurer-general's account, 
reported that they had examined it and found it to be correct. The report 
was accepted. 

Mr. Cobb moved that the gentlemen claiming seats as delegates from 
the Rhode Island Society be invited to be present at the sittings of this 
meeting, which was unanimously adopted. 

The gentlemen from Rhode Island thereupon appeared, in accordance 
with the above resolution. 

Mr. DeSaussure, president of the South Carolina Societ}'^, asked per- 
mission to present, for the use of the delegates present, several copies of 
a publication of that Society, containing the institution, rules, and by- 
laws, list of members, etc. On motion, it was resolved that the books be 
accepted with the thanks of the Society. 

Mr. Fitch moved that the grateful acknowledgments of the Society be 
presented to the Mayor of this city for his kind invitation tendering the 
use of the City Council chamber for the meeting of the Society, also to 
the Charleston Library Society and to the Chamber of Commerce, for 
their kind invitations, which was unanimously adopted. 

The president-general read the following communication from the 
committee on the Yorktown celebration : 

" Washinoton. 

" At a meeting of the Joint Committee of Congress on * The Yorktown 
Centennial,' held in the Capitol, December 10th, 1880, the followins: resolu- 
tion, offered by General Joseph A. Hawle^', was unanimously adopted: 
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" ^Reaolved, That the Society of the Cincinnati be requested to appoint 
a comniittee of one to confer with the sub-committee on '^ organization, 
programme, and expenses/' this day appointed from this committee.' 

"A true copy from the records of the committee. 

" Attest, 

"JOHN S. TUCKER, 
" Clerk of the Joint Committee of Congress 

" on the Yorktown Centennial.'' 

It was moved that the invitation be accepted, and that the president 
appoint a committee of one, as requested. The president appointed the 
Rev. Dr. Beatty, with power to appoint a substitute. 

Mr. DeSaussure announced the decease of General James Simons, late 
vice-president of this Society and president of the South Carolina Society 
of the Cincinnati. 

Mr. Cobb announced the decease of Admiral Henry Enox Thatcher, 
late president of the Massachusetts Society. The president stated that he 
had caused to be published expressions of regret on the decease of both 
these gentlemen. 

Col. Sims announced the decease of Mr. Wm. B. Dayton, late assistant 
treasurer-general of this Society and secretary of the New Jersey Society. 

Mr. Weidman announced the decease of Mr. James L. Harmar of the 
Pennsylvania Society. 

Mr. Hamilton announced the decease of the Rev. Marinus Willett, and 
of the Rev. Mancius Hutton (a chaplain of this Society), both of New 
York. 

It was moved and seconded that a committee be appointed to prepare 
resolutions in memory of the deceased members. The president-general 
appointed the following gentlemen on that committee, viz.: Mr. De 
Saussure, Mr. Cobb, Mr. Hamilton, Colonel Sims, and the Rev. Dr. 
Pinekney. 

On motion, Mr. Cobb was excused from serving on the committee, and 
the Rev. Dr. Lothrop was appointed in his place. Mr. Hamilton pre- 
sented a report of the amount of funds, etc., for the State of New York. 
It was ordered that similar reports from other State Societies be furnished 
to the secretary-general in time to be published with these minutes. They 
were subsequently furnished, and the whole number is as follows ; 

New York. — Amount of fund at par, $22,000. Average number of 
beneficiaries, 6. Average amount paid to each, $100. 

Pennsylvania.— Amount of fund, $36,050. Average number of bene- 
ficiaries, 18. Amount annually distributed amongst them, $1,400. 

Maryland.— Amount of fund, $5,660. Number of beneficiaries, 5. 
Average amount paid to each, $34.70. 
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New Jersey. — Amount of fund at par, $15,000. Annual amount paid 
to beneficiaries, $565. 

Rhode Inland. — Amount of fund, $1,401.23. No beneficiaries. 

Massachusetts. — Amount of fund, $53,000. Number of beneficiaries, 
56. Average amount paid to each, $52.32. 

South Carolina. —kmonnt of fund, $5,500. No beneficiaries. 
Colonel Sims offered the following resolution, which was adopted : 

Resolved J Tliat the treasurer-general and the assistant treasurer-general 
of the General Society of the Cincinnati, for the time being, be, and are 
hereby authorized, in their discretion, to dispose of the whole or of any 
part of the United States bonds held for the Society, and invest the pro- 
ceeds in bond and mortgage or other real securities, in their joint names, 
as joint tenants, and not as tenants in common, and the survivor of them 
or their or his successors. 

Mr. Hamilton moved that an assessment of twenty dollars be made 
upon each State Society to defray the expenses of this meeting, which 
was adopted. 

Mr. DeSaussure moved that the minutes of the meetings of the Society 
from its organization to the present time, be printed in book form for the 
use of the members of the Society, to the number of two hundred and 
fifty copies, at a cost of not more than two hundred dollars, which was 
adopted. 

It was resolved that the secretary-general be directed to furnish the 
following number of copies of the minutes of this meeting to the difierent 
State Societies : Massachusetts, 25 ; New York, 75 ; New Jersey, 25 ; 
Pennsylvania, 50 ; South Carolina, 50 ; Maryland, 25 ; Rhode Island, 30. 
The whole number published to be three hundred. 

The secretary-general asked permission to have such names on the 
original Pennsylvania roll (the property of the General Societ}') as 
are partially obliterated, restored at the expense of the Society, which 
permission was granted. 

Colonel Sims, on behalf of the New Jersey Society, extended an invita- 
tion to the Society to hold its next triennial meeting at Princeton, New 
Jersey, which invitation was accepted, and it was decided to hold the 
meeting at that place on the second Wednesday in May, 1884. 

General Cochrane, chairman of the committee appointed to consider 
the subject of the reorganization of State Societies that have been dis- 
solved, presented two reports, unanimously agreed to by the committee, 
which are as follows : 

Extracts from the minutes of the stated triennial meeting of the General 
Society of the Cincinnati May 22d, 1878: 

**The secretary -general read the following application: 
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^'Aldine Hotel, Philadelphia, 22d May, 18*78. 

"To George W. Harris, Secretary-General of the Cincinnati: Present, 

" Sir : The delegates appointed by the * Society of the Cincinnati in the 
State of Rhode Inland and Providence Plantation a ^^ beg leave to present 
their credentials as representatives of said Society, and respectfully 
request action thereon. 

" We have the honor to be, sir, 

'* Ver}'' respectfully, 

" Your obedient servants, 

"Nathan'l Greene, 

" David Kino, 

'^ Asa Bird Gardiner, 

" James M. Varnum, 

" Daniel Wanton Ltman. 

" On motion of General Cochrane, the following resolution was adopted, 
viz.: 

^^Beaolued, That a committee of five be appointed by the chair to con- 
sider the subject of the reorganization of State Societies that have been 
dissolved ; to inquire into the circumstances attending the dissolution of 
any Society ; the distribution of the funds ; and that the papers and 
credentials in regard to any such application be referred to the said 
committee. 

" The chair appointed General Cochrane, Rev. Dr. Lothrop, Judge 
Nixon, Dr. Wm. A. Irvine, and Mr. James Simons, Jr., the committee 
upon the resolution. 

^ General Cochrane, chairman of the committee appointed yesterday on 
the subject of the claims of Societies that had been dissolved, presented 
a report, and, by leave, submitted also the dissenting views of a minority 
of the committee, which, on motion of Mr. Hamilton, were accepted for 
consideration. 

"Judge Nixon moved the adoption of the majority report 

" General Cochrane moved to amend by adopting the minority report. 
" On motion of Judge Elmer, a recess was taken until half-past two 

o'clock. 

'^ Upon reassembling, the consideration of the report was resumed, and, 
after discussion thereupon, Mr. Hamilton moved that the application of 
the Rhode Island Society be recommitted to the committee to obtain 
fuller information, and to report at the next meeting of the Society. 

''At the request of a delegate present the vote upon this resolution was 
taken as provided by the rule adopted in 1851, and it passed in the 
affirmative — ayes 14, nays II ; and thus the resolution was adopted, and 
the application recommitted.'' 
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General Cochrane also presented the following unanimous report of 
four of the members of the committee, the fifbh, Judge Nixon, not having 
been present at their deliberations, nor being at the meeting of the Society. 

The committee, to so much of the resolution under which they were 
appointed as directs them to consider of the reorganization of State 
Societies that have been dissolved, report, that having carefully examined 
that branch of the subject referred to them, in their opinion no further or 
other rule is necessary than that already existing and accepted by the 
Society at the stated triennial meeting thereof May 29th, 1872, and then 
and there agreed to, and ordered to be placed upon its minutes in the 
words following, viz. : 

" To the Oeneral Society of the Cincinnati : 

" Your committee, to whom was referred the resolution offered on Wed- 
nesday, May 29th, by Admiral Thatcher, at the request of parties in the 
States of Rhode Island and Connecticut, looking to and soliciting per- 
mission to resuscitate the Societies of the Cincinnati in those respective 
States, and, after such reorganization, to be admitted to full representa- 
tion in the General Society, respectfully report that they have given the 
subject mature and careful discussion and deliberation, and as the result 
thereof respectfully submit for your consideration and action the following : 

" While we are fully convinced of the supreme authority of the General 
Society in such matters, and cannot and do not admit the right of any 
State Society, which has once had an existence, and has since disbanded, 
and distributed the fund which was the main basis of their original organ- 
ization, to resume its original status, yet we feel, and so report, after a 
review of the question presented, that it may be expedient and proper for 
the General Society to receive and consider any such application which 
may be made, provided that the same is made to the Society after a tem- 
porary organization has been effected by those applying ; and after satis- 
factory evidence has been presented that the amount of the fund existing 
at the time of the disbandment of the Society has been fully made up 
(with simple interest from the date of such disbandment), a list being 
furnished of the descendants of original members now residing in the 
States who desire to revive the organization ; and a full statement of the 
facts which induced such disbandment, and the disposition made of such 
funds by the members having the control of them at the time. 

*' HENRY K. THATCHER, 
" Chairman of Gommitteey 

The committee, having been attended by the delegates accredited to the 
General Society by the Rhode Island Society, claimed by them to be in 
existence, and having examined the books and papers produced by them, 
and other evidence accessible to the committee, and bearing upon the 
subject ; to so much of the resolution under which they were appointed 
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as directs them ^' to inquire into the circumstances attending the dissolu- 
tion of any Society ; the distribution of the funds, and that the papers 
and credentials in regard to any such application be referred to the same 
committee," further report : 

That the Rhode Island Society was incorporated by an act of the legis- 
lature of the State of Rhode Island, December 28th, 1814, for the purpose 
of insuring the due application of its funds to the charitable uses contem- 
plated by the " Institution ;" that said charter of incorporation was sur- 
rendered by resolution of the Society July 4th, 1832, but which surrender 
was revoked, and the original charter revived, March 26th, 1878. As these 
legislative acts were thought to be foreign to the application of the dele- 
gates for seats in the general meeting of the General Society, as repre- 
sentatives of the Rhode Island Society, your committee did not advert 
to them, except as incidental to the history of the case, but proceeded to 
consider the facts bearing, under the " Institution" of the Society, upon 
the creation and continuance, the funds and their distribution, the disso- 
lution and revival of the Cincinnati Society of the State of Rhode Island, 
and the claim of those applying to be admitted as delegates to represent 
it in the general meeting of the General Society of 1878. 

The committee accordingly report : 

I. The State Society of the Cincinnati in Rhode Island was originally 
organized in the year 1783, in accordance with the Institution of the 
Society. The original list of its members exists unimpaired in the 
possession of its alleged successor. 

II. By virtue of its original list, iKe Society continued under the Insti- 
tution from its foundation in 1783 without intermission to the year 1832. 

III. The book of the original minutes of the Society shows that a 
committee was raised July 4th, 1789, to draft a code of by-laws. It was 
continued July 4th, 1792, but no minute has been found of the report of 
the committee, or of the adoption of the by-laws, each occasion as it arose 
appearing to have been governed by especial direction. 

IV. It appears from the minutes that, by a vote, July 5th, 1784, it was 
resolved that not a less number than thirteen should constitute a meeting 
of the Society ; which rule does not appear to have been changed. A 
subsequent vote of the Society, October 9th, 1786, empowered the stand- 
ing committee to transact the business of the Society ; and July 5th, 
1790, the standing committee was ordered to consist of six members, 
afterwards increased to ten ; at both of which numbers, four was voted 
to be a quorum of the committee. 

V. The minutes record the meetings of the Society, regularly, from its 
foundation in 1783 to 1831, inclusive. It is recorded that fifteen members 
(a quorum) were present at the meeting on the 4th of July of that year. 

28 
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It further appears that the treasurer's account was read and accepted on 
that occasion, and that Thomas Coles, the treasurer, and Thomas P. Ives 
were appointed a committee to invest the surplus funds in bank stock. 

Jul}"^ 4th, 1832, the minutes show a stated meeting at which there were 
present eight members (not a quorum) and one honorary member. The 
treasurer's account was then read and accepted, but it seems not to have 
been recovered. The following resolutions are recorded as having passed 
at this meeting, viz. : 

*' Resolved y That the charter of incorporation of this Society be surren- 
dered to the legislature of this State, the Society be dissolved, and the 
funds be divided and distributed to the surviving original members, and 
to the legal heirs or representatives of those who have deceased, in pro- 
portion to their several original deposits, deducting from their respective 
proportions any advances which may have been made by way of loans or 
otherwise. 

^^ Resolved^ That the president, treasurer, and John S. Dexter, be a 
committee to carry the preceding resolution into effect, and that on their 
completion of this business, notice thereof be given to all concerned. 

^^ Voted : That said committee be empowered to sell from time to time, 
such and so many shares of the bank stock belonging to the company 
{sic) as the occasion may require for the complete and entire distribution 
of the funds." 

Ephraim Bowen was then the president, and Thomas Coles the treasurer 
of the Society. 

A bill against the Society (designated) was then voted to be paid, and 
that the standing committee and the officers of the Society be continued. 

Subsequently there appear from the minutes to have been meetings of 
the Society and of the standing committee, at which business was trans- 
acted as follows : 

A meeting of the standing committee, August 29th, 1832, at which 
six members (a quorum) were present, when it was voted that the resig- 
nation of Thomas Coles as treasurer of the Society be received ; that his 
last account, received that day, be read and audited, and that the thanks 
of the Society be tendered to him. 

Colonel John S. Dexter was then made treasurer and successor of 
Thomas Coles, and Thomas C. Hoppin was empowered to receive the 
books, papers and property of the Society, and to deliver the same to 
Colonel John S. Dexter, taking from him a receipt for the same. It was 
further voted that Henry Ward be a member of the Society. 

A meeting of the standing committee, June 22d, 1833 (without note 
of the number present), to arrange for a dinner July 4th, 1833, for 
twenty-five or thirty persons. 



223 

A meeting of the Society, July 4th, 1833, at which eight members (not 
a quorum) were present, when the standing committee was continued, 
and when it was voted that the president (E. Bowen), treasurer (John S. 
Dexter) and Thomas Coles be a committee to carry into effect the vote 
of last 3'ear for distributing the funds of the Society among its members. 
An adjournment was then taken to the next year. 

A meeting of the standing committee, June 28tb, 1834, at which 6ve 
members (not a quorum) were present, to arrange for a dinner July 4th 
ensuing. 

A meeting of the Society, July 4th, 1834, at which five members (not 
a quorum) were present, the record of which states only that ^Hhe Society 
dined at the Franklin House." 

No meeting is recorded of the standing committee in 1 835. 

A meeting of the Society in Providence, July 4th, 1835, at which five 
members (not a quorum) were present, when the existing officers were 
re-elected for the ensuing year, and when a statement by John S. Dexter, 
the treasurer, of his accounts to that date was received and placed on 
file. An adjournment was then had to the same place, July 4th, 1836. 

There is no minute of any subsequent meeting, either of the Society 
or of the standing committee. 

YI. At the Triennial Meeting of the General Society in Boston, May 
29th, 1872, the following preamble and resolutions were, on motion of 
Admiral Thatcher, adopted and referred to a committee of one from each 
State: 

'' Whereas, in consequence of inquiries from descendants of Revolu- 
tionary officers residing in Rhode Island and Connecticut, transmitted 
through Admiral Thatcher, of Massachusetts, and Mr. Greaton, of New 
York, as to whether the reorganization of defunct State Societies required 
the permission of the General Society ; 

'^ Resolved^ That it be referred to a committee, to consist of a member 
from each State Society, to inquire and report on the expediency and 
propriety of permitting (and upon what terms and conditions) the reor- 
ganization of any State Society now dissolved, which might apply to the 
General Society for permission to reorganize." 

The chairman named as the committee on this resolution : Admiral H. 
K. Thatcher, Massachusetts; Mr. John W. Greaton, New York; Mr. 
William B. Dayton, New Jersey ; Commodore A. H. Kilty, Maryland ; 
Mr. James L. Harmar, Pennsylvania, and Mr. James Simons, Jr , South 
Carolina. 

Mr. Dayton, of this committee, read the following report, which was 
agreed to and ordered to be entered on the minutes : 
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" To the Oeneral Society of the Cincinnati : 

" Your committee, to whom was referred the resolution offered on 
Wednesday, May 29th, by Admiral Thatcher, at the request of parties in 
the States of Rhode Island and Connecticut, looking to and soliciting 
permission to resuscitate the Societies of the Cincinnati in those respective 
States, and after such reorganization to be admitted to full representation 
in the General Society, respectfully report that the}' have given the sub- 
ject mature and careful discussion and deliberation, and as the result 
thereof respectfully submit for your consideration and action the 
following : 

" While we are fully convinced of the supreme authority of the Oeneral 
Society in such matters, and cannot and do not admit the right of any 
State Society which has once bad an existence, and has since disbanded 
and distributed the fund which was the main basis of their original 
organization, to resume its original status, yet we feel, and so report, 
after a review of the question presented, that it may be expedient and 
proper for the General Society to receive and consider any such applica- 
tion which may be made, provided that the same is made to the Society, 
after a temporary organization has been effected by those applying, and 
after satisfactory evidence has been presented that the amount of the 
fund existing at the time of the disbandment of the Society has been 
fully made up (with simple interest from the date of such disbandment), 
a list being furnished of the descendants of original members now 
residing in the States who desire to revive the organization, and a full 
statement of the facts which induced such disbandment, and the disposi- 
tion made of such funds by the members having the control of them at 
that time. 

"HENRY K THATCHER, 

^^ Chairman of Committee.^^ 

YII. It having become known that an attempt was making before the 
legislature of Rhode Island, to divert the fund of the Rhode Island 
Society, which remained in the custody of the incorporation of the 
Society, from its proper purpose, nine of the eldest lineal descendants of 
original members of the Societ}' organized and successfully opposed it by 
procuring, March 26th, 1878, from said lep:islature, an act recognizing 
the act of incorporation of the Society, December 28th, 1814, and procured 
it to be so amended as to make them, and one other with them, the suc- 
cessors of the original incorporators, and so as to empower them to hold 
for the benefit ot the Rhode Island Society, the fund remaining and 
belonging to it. 

VIII. On the notice of the aforesaid lineal descendants, twelve of the 
eldest lineal descendants of the original members of the Rhode Island 
Society, a list of whom is hereunto appended, assembled, December i2th, 
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1877, in the State of Rhode Island, and organized themselves, by electing 
a president and the other officers named by the institution for the State 
Societies, and having appointed five delegates to represent the so 
organized State Society, at the triennial meeting of the General Society 
in 1878, did thereupon adjourn to meet within said State, July 4th, 1878, 
and thenceforward have continued their meetings, and transacted their 
business periodically. 

IX. Subsequently, the oflScers of the Society so elected took possession 
of, and hold the promissory notes of various members of the Society to 
the amount, as stated, of $1,500, for moneys loaned previous to the 
aforesaid resolution of dissolution of July 4.h, 1832 ; and applied for and 
received about $640 of principal and accumulated interest on four shares 
of the Union Bank, standing in the name and to the credit of the Rhode 
Island Society, on the books of the bank, and remaining unsold and 
untransferred. 

X. Funds. — The original minutes of the Societ}", while noting the 
presentation and acceptance of the treasurer's accounts, do not anywhere 
furnish a record of them, either in detail or summary. From the entries, 
however, under dates of July 4th, 1831, 1832, and 1833 respectively, 
where a committee was, in 1831, authorized to invest the surplus funds; 
another, in 1832, to divide and distribute them among the members, and 
another, in 1833, to carry into effect the resolution of distribution of the 
previous j^ear, an inference is warranted that the Society was not destitute 
of means. But what their amount, how invested, and what their ultimate 
disposition, can be but approximately' ascertained. It should be observed, 
however, that this difficulty is probably the result of a practice of de- 
stroying the papers in his possession, shown to have been habitual to 
Colonel John S. Dexter, the last treasurer of the Society ; while specific 
evidence produced to the committee, proves the destruction by himself, 
during his residence at Cumberland, in 1835 and onward, and by his 
granddaughter, Mrs Snow, under his direction, subsequently in 1873, of 
whatever papers of the Rhode Island Society were under his control. 

That such papers had been delivered to him, may be presumed in the 
absence of proof to the contrary, from the probability that Thomas C. 
Hoppin, who was charged by the standing committee, August 29th, 1832, 
with their delivery to him, discharged that duty. Nevertheless, four 
separate and detached statements have assisted the committee to a prac- 
tically reliable conclusion. 

The first of these is endorsed, ^^ List of names of the Rhode Island 
Society of Cincinnati." It was discovered by a Mrs. Cranston, on search 
among the papers, in her hands, of Thomas Coles. The handwriting is 
that of Thomas Coles throughout. It contains the names of the officers, 
members (original members, probably,) of the Rhode Island State Society 
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of the Cincinnati, and the money paid by each, in sunid from $75 to $20 
respectively. Then follow informally these detached memorandums : 

Whole capital deposited, $2,5H7 36 

Stock, viz. : 

59 shares Exchange Bank, $2,950 00 

12 shares Manufacturers' Bank, 600 00 

34 shares Union Bank, 850 00 

$4,400 00 

The effect of this statement will be hereafter considered. 

The second statement is in the words and figures following, viz. : 

''July 4th, 1832. 

''Is a statement of expenses from July 4th, 1832, to August 8th, being 
small expenses, $84.09, and cash on hand, $577.28. Cash on hand, July 
4th, 1832, $661.30. Amount deposited in Blackstone Canal Bank. 

''Account examined and found correct. 

"Thomas C. Hoppin, Auditor. 

"Signed, Thos. Coles." 

This statement, though primarily referred to, July 4th, 1832, is not the 
report appearing by the minutes to have been read and accepte 1 by the 
Society, at its meeting on that day ; for it purports to be an account of 
small expenditures in the interval between that date and August 8th 
ensuing. Yet, its intrinsic evidence is to the effect that the cash on hand 
($577.28) 8th of August, 1832, was the balance of the cash on hand 4th 
of July previous, after deducting therefrom the small expenses ($84.09) 
of the interval time. Evidently, this account is identical with the one 
voted to be received and audited, as the last account received that day 
from the treasurer (Thos. Coles) by the standing committee, August 29th, 
1832. The amount of cash on hand August 29th, 1832, is therefore sup- 
posed to have been $577.28. 

Next is the statement of February 12th-19th, 1881, third in order of 
consideration, of J. C. Johnson, cashier of the Union Bank, of the sums 
standing on the books of the bank, at the dates specified, to the credit of 
the Rhode Island Society. 

^'August 29th, 1832, there were sixty-six shares of Union Bank stock 
in the name of the Rhode Island Cincinnati, and $239.37 to its credit on 
the ledger. This latter amount appears to have been from dividends on 
the stock. August 31st, 1832, this sum ($239.37) was withdrawn, and in 
1833 and 1834 further credits from dividends of $106.75 and $108 were 
also drawn. 
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^^From September 22d to July 22d, 1834, there were transferred at 
different times 42 shares of the stock, leaving July 4th, 1835, twenty- 
four (24) shares as ... . John S. Dexter reported. The stock 
transfers are all signed John S. Dexter, treasurer. We are unable to 
say who signed the checks for the withdrawal of the deposits, as they 
are probably among the ashes of the past. The par value of the stock 
is $50. 

"Of the twenty-four shares of Union Bank stock, reported as being in 
the name of the Rhode Island Society Cincinnati, July 24th, 1835, twenty 
of them were transferred during the interval between October 7th, 1885, 
and February 5th, 1839, both dates inclusive ; and all dividends up to and 
including July, 1847, were receipted for and taken. The reorganized 
Society of the present time came into and assumed possession of the 
remaining four shares, and have received the dividends made since, and 
including January, 1848, to the present time. All transfers were signed 
by John S. Dexter, treasurer." 

The $239.37, dividends on stock, which the cashier states to have stood 
to the credit of the Uhode Island Society, on tbe books of the Union 
Bank. August 29th, 1832, could have been no part of the $577.28 cash on 
hand, reported by the treasurer, Thomas Coles, to have been on that day 
deposited in the Blackstone Canal Bank ; for the $239.37 were not with- 
drawn from the Union Bank till August 3 1st, or two days afterwards, 
the $577.28 having, two days before that, been reported as a balance of 
moneys in the treasury to the credit of the Society so far back as the 
4th of July previous. Then, it is apparent that on the day August 29th, 
1832,) when the treasurer, Thomas Coles, reported $577.28 deposited in 
the Blackstone Canal Bank to the credit of the Society, there was also to 
its credit on the books of the Union Bank the further sum of $239.37, so 
that its cash on hand July 4th, 1832, may be reasonably supposed to have 
been the sum total of these credits on the books of both banks, or $81 6.65. 
Additional credits to the Society also appear on the books of the bank in 
1833 and 1834 of $106.75 and $108.00. Other sums it seems were drawn 
at intervals to July 31st, 1847, the amount of which is not known. As 
all these were dividends of stock, accruing subsequently to the resolution 
of July 4th, 1832, to dissolve, they are not included in the cash on hand 
at that date ; but will find expression in the interest of the principal fund, 
should Its retrieval be prescribed as a condition precedent to the revival 
of the Society. 

The discrepancy between the amount of sixty-six shares of bank stock, 
at $55 per share, $3,630, credited by the Union Bank to the Society, 
August 29th, 1832, and between the cash, $816.65, shown to have been 
on hand July 4th, 1832, and the $4,400 of stock, and the $2,567.36 cash 
on hand, named in the statement of Thomas Coles, hereinbefore given, 
being a discrepancy in stock of $770, and in cash on hand of $1,750.71, 
is not assumed as chargeable against the Society. >i either date nor any 
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circumstance with which the statement can be connected, demands its 
reference to any particular time. It seems to have been an unofficial 
memorandum, of a miscellaneous and general character, made by Thomas 
Coles for his private use, while he was treasurer of the Society, at some 
period of his incumbency from 1825 to 1832. It is not in the form of an 
account — purports to be a list of the names of the members of the Rhode 
Island Society, and roughly estimates its fund. 

It being impossible to reconcile it with the treasurer's reports of 1832 
and 1835, which survive, either as to amount of cash on hand or of bank 
stock, or as to the banks in which the funds of the Societ}' were depos- 
ited, it is reasonable to suppose that the statement refers to a period so 
long anterior to the year 1832, that no safe conclusion can rest upon it of 
the amount and condition of the funds of the Society in the latter year. 
For these reasons it is rejected as a basis of accountability. Upon the 
opposite assumption, however, that its full amounts should be accounted 
for, there are considerations which, it is submitted, require that the 
Society should not be subjected to injury therefrom. As has been said, 
the statement can be predicated of no specific date. It is more pertinent 
to 1825, the first year of Thomas Coles's term, than to 1832, the last ; and 
if cash on hand was, as is probable, reduced legitimately from $2,567. 36 
to $577.88, in his official life, the inquiry is pertinent whether the $4,400 
of bank stock in 1825, may not also have been in like manner reduced to 
$3,630 in 1832. The book of original minutes discloses that the demands 
upon the Society for assistance must have been frequent and large. The 
inference is warranted that considerable expense must have been incurred 
in the burial of the dead ; and so importunate appear to have been its 
living members for relief, that loans were made to them upon the security 
of their promissory notes. There is an account of some of these left in 
Thomas Coles's handwriting. There is evidence that there were others. 
They appear to have been in small and large sums, from $40 to $500, and 
of various dates, from 1801 to 1827, and probably later. Though these 
loans were irregular and injudicious, and must have impaired the integrity 
of the fund, guaranteed by the institution as permanent^ yet, the apparent 
urgency of the necessity which caused the violation, may be invoked to 
relieve it. These loans are claimed to have aggregated some $1,500, and 
may have been more. For these reasons it is surmised that the bank 
stock sold, and the cash expended, previous to the resolution of July 
4th, 1832, which ordered the then existing fund to be divided and distri- 
buted, were absorbed by loans to relieve the personal necessities of the 
members of the Society. Improvident as it was, the evidence is not 
thought sufficient to charge any wilful violation of the trust fund, upon 
the Society to 29th August, 1832. 

The minutes of no meeting, either of the Society or of the standing 
committee, after that date, refer to the treasurer's accounts or to fiscal 
affairs, till the meeting of the Society, July 4th, 1835, when they record 
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tbat '' a statement of the treasurer's accounts up to that day was read and 
placed on file." Apposite to this entry we come to the statement fourth, 
named as containing a report of the finances of the Society. It is indorsed 
in Colonel John S. Dexter's, the treasurer, handwriting. '* Statement of 
the concerns of the Rhode Island Society of Cincinnati, July 2d, 1835.** 
The caption of the interior is in the same words, the date there being 
July 4th, 1 835. The whole is written by the treasurer, and is as follows : 

" Remaining funds of the Society, viz. : 

" 24 shares of stock in the Union Bank @ $55 per share, . $1,320 00 

'^ Cash, Blackstone Canal Bank, 105 68 

" Cash in my hands, 32 20 

"Dividend on Union Bank Stock, 42 00 

" Surplus fund of the Society, $1,499 88 

« JOHN S. DEXTER, 

*' Treasurer." 

That this account was not destroyed with other papers of the Society 
in the treasurer's hands, is accounted for by the fact that it seems to hare 
been a paper which he did not retain. His original letter to Colonel 
Ephraim Bowen, president of the Society, dated Cumberland, July 4th, 
1835, expresses "bodily indisposition and mental depression,'' as the 
reason of his inability to attend the meeting of the 4th. He therefore 
encloses to him the statement of his account as treasurer. It is doubtless 
the statement referred to by the minutes as having been received and 
placed on file July 4th, 1835. It is the last ofilcial account that survives 
of the fiscal afifairsof the Society. Its caption, "remaining funds of the 
Society," literally corroborates the statement of J. C. Johnson, cashier, 
that of the 66 shares of the Union Bank which its books prove to have 
belonged to the Society August 29th, 1832, there remained 24, July 4th, 
1835, and it is afiSrmative that of the cash proved to have been on hand 
to the credit of the Society July 4th, 1832, there remained $179.88 July 
4th, 1835. 

Upon these proofs the conclusion is based that on the 29th day of 
August, 1832, the fund of the Rhode Island Society consisted of 66 
shares of Union Bank stock, of the estimated value (at $55 per share) of 
$3,680, and of $816.65 cash on hand, constituting a total, presumably 
referable to July 4th, 1832, of $4,446.65, for which the Society is account- 
able. What became of it will be inquired in another connection 

The efifect is now to be considered, of these several facts, upon the 
status of the Rhode Island Society. And first, the question occurs, 
whether the Society was thereby dissolved ? The resolution of July 4th, 
1832, was plainly to this effect. It was not, however, the resolution of a 
quorum authorized to transact business. Even had a quorum been 
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present, it is questionable whether it would have been operative against 
the practical protest of a minority continuing the functions of the Society. 
But the resolution coupled with the decision to dissolve, a direction to 
distribute the funds of the Society among its members. It may be 
doubted whether such supplemental determination, unexecuted, would 
constitute, if opposed by a minority, a dissolution of the Society ; but it 
cannot be doubted that a resolution to dissolve and distribute, whether 
adopted in the presence of a quorum or not, when followed by distribu- 
tion and acquiescence for a long term of years, would be act of 
unquestionable dissolution. 

No quorum ever assembled after July 4th, 1831. Eight members met 
July 4th, 1832, to dissolve the Society and divide the fund, and eight, 
July 4th, 1833, purposely to enforce the previous year's vote of distribu- 
tion. The standing committee struggled to June 28th, 1834, and five 
members of the Society having met in Providence, July 4th, 1835, and 
placed on file the treasurer's last report, adjourned to the next 4th of July 
at the same place. 

Thenceforward the Society was at rest during forty-two years. Once 
only were its afiairs heard from. It was at a triennial meeting of the 
General Society, May 18th, 1872, when an inquiry was made by descend- 
ants of Revolutionary ofiScers residing in Rhode Island and Connecticut, 
whether the reorganization of defunct Societies required the permission 
of the General Society. It is, therefore, concluded that the Rhode Island 
Society was dissolved, for the reasons, both that it was generally con- 
sidered as dissolved » and that it was admitted to be so by those most 
nearly interested in its fate. Another view strengthens this conclusion. 
As has been stated an act was procured in 1878 from the Rhode Island 
legislature, reviving the charter of 1814. If, therefore, the surrender of 
the charter of incorporation by the resolution of 1832, required, as was 
thought, legislative re-enactment to revive the charter, the same resolution 
must be thought to have been equally eflflcient to dissolve the Society. 

It is not believed to be difiScult to indentify the time of its dissolution 
with that of the resolution to dissolve. At no meeting thereafter, either 
of the standing committee or of the Society, does any business appear to 
have been entertained or transacted that did not appertain to the sale 
and distribution of its funds. It is true that the meeting of the standing 
committee August 29th, 1832, voted Samuel Ward a member of the 
Society. With this inconsiderable exception, its business was confined 
to the reconstruction and repair of the machinery designed by the reso- 
lution for completing the distribution, which the resignation of one 
treasurer (Thomas Coles), and the appointment of another (John S. 
Dexter), had deranged. 

Its only two subsequent meetings of June 22d, 1833, and June 28th, 1834^ 
were for ordering the annual dinners for the ensuing Fourths of July. 
The meeting of the Society, July 4th, 1833, next after that which adopted 
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the resolution to dissolve, affirmed it, by voting a rearrangement of the 
committee to carry it into effect. On the 4th of July of the next year it 
dined at the Franklin House, and at its last meeting, July 4th, 1835, it 
accepted and approved the report of the treasurer (John S. Dexter), sub- 
mitted by the president (Ephraim Bowen), and agreed to by Thomas 
Coles, of the amount of cash remaining on hand, and the number of shares 
of bank stock remaining after the sale and distribution of the balance of 
the cash and bank stock belonging to the Society in 1832. Its business, 
therefore, transacted subsequent to its resolution to dissolve having refer- 
ence only to the enforcement of the resolution, the date of its dissolution 
is, consequently, established at July 4th, 1832. 

Whether, having been dissolved, there is a power to revive it, is a ques- 
tion which was answered by the General Society at its triennial meeting 
in 1872, in these words : 

While the General Society " does not admit the right of any State 
Society which has once had an existence, and has since disbanded and 
distributed the funds which was the main basis of their original organi- 
zation to resume its original status," yet, it asserts its power to authorize, 
and accepts the expediency of entertaining a proposal to that effect when- 
ever made, provided that it be attended with certain conditions. These 
precedent conditions are : that a list shall be furnished of the descendants 
of the original members, residing in the States, who desire to revive the 
organization ; a previous temporary organization of the applicants ; 
satisfactory evidence that the fund of the Society, when disbanded, has 
been replaced, with simple interest from the date of such disbandment ; 
the reasons of the disbandment, and the disposition made of the funds 
by those having the control of them. Some of these conditions may be 
said, in the main, to have been observed in the present instance. With 
two of them, however, there does not appear to have been compliance. 
The requirement of a previous temporary organization of the applicants 
is, in truth, but a logical consequence of the General Society's absolute 
denial of ^Hhe right of any State Society which once had an existence, 
and has since disbanded and distributed its fund, to resume its original 
status " Indeed, a primal permanent organization of the applicants, 
coupled with an admission of their rights, would not only supersede the 
necessity of permission to organize, but break that continuity of member- 
ship evidently contemplated by the Institution, as the sole depository of 
the power created by the founders of selecting their eldest male posterity, 
who should be judged worthy to bear the Society forward in constant 
succession forever. Yet twelve of the eldest lineal descendants of the 
original members of the Rhode Island Society, unhabilitated members of 
the Society of the Cincinnati, assembled in the State of Rhode Island, 
December 12th, 1877, and did then and there organize themselves, by 
their unassisted right, into the Society of the Cincinnati in the State of 
Rhode. Island. 
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Thenceforth, to the present time, has the organization so effected 
assumed the cognizance and exercised the functions of the defunct 
Society. The information previously conveyed to them in answer to 
their own application directed a different course. It was five years 
before, that in response to the inquiry of the descendants of Revolu- 
tionary officers, residing in Connecticut and Rhode Island, the General 
Society had instructed them of their privileges and the manner of obtain- 
ing them. These instructions, as hereinbefore stated, were explicit — so 
explicit, indeed, that your committee conclude that a necessity, conceived 
to be paramount, must have supplanted them with measures supposed to 
be more capable of the emergency. The emergency is seen to have been 
the attempt by strangers to appropriate, by the authority of the Rhode 
Island legislature, whatever remained of the funds of the Rhode Island 
Society in the hands of the incorporation of 1814. It was successfully 
met, and $640 of principal and accumulated interest, on four of the bank 
shares belonging to the Society, August 29th, 1832, were recovered and 
secured. 

The esteemed and honorable character of the actors ; their derivative 
title to represent within the Cincinnati, the ancestral worth and virtue of 
its original members ; their persistent efforts to reconstruct, and their 
efficient zeal to aggrandize the Society of their native State, may be 
accepted in palliation of their error, and entitle them, in their claim to 
have revived the Rhode Island Society, to be heard now upon the ques- 
tion of their compliance with the only remaining conditions, whose 
preformance has been prescribed by the General Society, as necessarily 
percedent to an official recognition of the fact. This condition, in the 
language of the General Society is " that satisfactory evidence has been 
presented that the amount of the fund existing at the time of the dis- 
bandment of the Society has been fully made up with simple interest 
from the date of disbandment.'' 

As we have seen, the funds of which the Society was possessed, and 
for which it is accountable, amounted to $4,446.65, of which $3,630 con- 
sisted of sixty-six shares of stock in the Union Bank, @ $55 per share, 
and $816.65 of cash in hand and on deposit. Of the sixty-six shares of 
bank stock, four shares, as hereinbefore stated, having been accounted 
for, reduces the deficit to sixty-two shares, of the estimated value (@ $55 
per share) of $3,410. 

There is no direct evidence that the cash deposited and on hand was 
distributed among the members. It is true that the resolution of 1832 
directed its distribution, and it is probable that it followed that direction. 
It is also possible that it may have been retained by the treasurer, or 
have been used by him in defraying expenses official or personal. In 
neither case should the Society be held accountable (especially when 
question is made of its dissolution) for the possible remissness of its 
officer; and either case may be charitably supposed, where no proof 
positively forbids. 
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The bank shares, however, fall to another category. The books of the 
bank show that sixty-two of the sixty -six shares were sold by the treas- 
urer, Colonel John S. Dexter, from the year 1832 to 1838, inclusive. 
When the resolution to distribute was passed July 4th, 1832, Colonel 
Ephraim Bowen was president, and Thomas Coles was treasurer. The 
second of the resolutions of that date empowered the president, treasurer, 
and John S. Dexter, to carry the preceding resolution of distribution into 
effect ; and the third empowered the committee ^' to sell, from time to 
time, such and so many shares of the bank stock of the Society as might 
be required to complete the entire distribution of the funds of the 
Society." August 29th, 1832, Thomas Coles resigned, and a vote of the 
standing committee, thereunto duly authorized, made Colonel John S. 
Dexter treasurer in his place. Thereupon the Society, at its meeting, 
July 4th, 1833, reorganized the committee, with the president, treasurer, 
and Thomas Coles; a nominal change only, because of the previous 
resignation, August 29th, 1832, of the treasurership by Thomas Coles, 
and the simultaneous accession of Colonel John S. Dexter to it. 

The committee, in carrying into effect the resolutions of distribution, 
appear uniformly to have resorted to the official agency of the treasurer, 
John S. Dexter. The proof is positive that, as treasurer, he sold and 
transferred sixty-two of the bank shares, and the sale of the sixty-two 
shares proves as unerringly that they were required to complete the 
distribution of the funds, as the omission to sell the remaining four shares 
proves that they were not required for the purpose. The obstacle to 
distributing the full sixty-six shares doubtless was the recalcitration of 
the members, to whom the four untransferred would have fallen under 
the resolution of distribution. Were further proof needed that distri- 
bution followed the sale of the bank shares, it is to be found in Colonel 
John S. Dexter's, the treasurer, report, July 4th, 1835. Having in Sep- 
tember, immediately after he became treasurer, August 29th, 1832, begun 
the transfer of the sixty-six shares, he had effected the disposal of forty- 
two of them by September 22d, 1834. His report, July 4th, 1835, 
charging himself with twent^'-four shares, admits the transfer of forty- 
two, and his omission to charge himself with their avails, proves them to 
have been distributed. The remaining twenty shares, transferred by him 
in 1837-1838, evidently followed in the wake of the preceding forty-two; 
and the tale of distribution, under the resolutions of 1832, was, as far as 
possible, complete. 

But, it is claimed that the treasurer acted without authority. If so, 
the Society should have repudiated his action; and yet, from 1832 to 
187t, during forty-five years, there was acquiescence in it. It is objected 
that, as treasurer, he was required to file a bond ; and that having 
neglected to do so, his official acts were not obligatory on the Society, 
and void. The resolution of the Society on this subject is to be found in 
its book of original minutes, July 4th, 1789, as follows : 
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''^ Resolved^ That the treasurer shall give bond with two securities, in a 
penalty (described), to the president and his successors in office, in trust 
for the Society, for the faithful discharge of his duty. He shall keep 
regular accounts, and submit them to the inspection of the standing 
committee, whenever required." 

Clearly, the tenure of the treasurer's office is not hereby encumbered 
with a condition. He is simply charged with a duty. As well might it 
be reasoned from the resolution, that the acts of the treasurer would be 
void ah initio^ if he failed to keep regular accounts, and submit tliem 
when required, to the inspection of the standing committee, as to reason 
that they would be void ah initio^ if he failed to file the required bond. 
These requirements belong to the same class. They equally are duties 
devolved upon the treasurer, when in office, and not conditions precedent, 
to qualify him for it. Besides, as appears from the minutes, Col. Dexter 
was treated by the standing committee, and accepted by the Society, as 
treasurer, in their official intercourse from August 29th, 1832, the date 
of his election, to ^vXy 4th, 1835, as long as their meetings continued. 
The minute under date of his election, that he ^' was then made treasurer 
and successor of Thomas Coles," is unqualified with a proviso ; and that 
he was then considered by the standing committee as absolutely invested 
with the office, is settled by their order of the same date, also entered in 
their minutes, that Thomas C. Hoppin deliver to the treasurer the books, 
papers, and property of the Society, and that the treasurer give a receipt 
for the same. 

The vote of the Society, July 4th, 1833, which, because of the resigna- 
tion of Thomas Coles and the concurrent election of' John S. Dexter as 
treasurer, retained upon the previous 3'ear's committee of sale and dis- 
tribution, the president and treasurer, two of its members, and, for the 
same reason, substituted for the name of John S. Dexter that of Thomas 
Coled as the third, though designed as we have seen, to preserve the com- 
mittee, of the identical members Ephraim Bowen, Thomas Coles, and 
John S. Dexter, who originally composed it, was in effect, a distinct 
recognition of John S. Dexter's plenary title to the office of treasurer. 

At the last meeting of the Society, July 4th, 1835, the adoption of the 
report of the treasurer, Jolin S. Dexter, by the five members who were 
present, proves him not only to have been in the unconditional possession 
of the office, but establishes by the authority of the meeting which ordered 
his report on file, as an approved record of the Society, the fact which he 
reported that twenty four shares remained of the sixty-six shares of bank 
stock that belonjred to the Society, when three 3'ears before (August 29th, 
1832,) he became its treasurer. This is not all; of the five members 
present at this meeting, Ephraim Bowen, the president, was one; for the 
report of the treasurer, having, as before mentioned, been transmitted to 
him from Cumberland, where the treasurer was physically and mentally 
indisposed, must have been presented to the meeting by him, if presented 
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at all ; and that it was presented, appears from the entry in the minutes, 
that *' a statement of the treasurer's account up to this day was received 
and placed on file.'' 

A paper entitled to consideration, from the conceded familiarity of its 
author with the archives of the Rhode Island Society, read by Asa Bird 
Gardiner, LL.D., before the Rhode Island Historical Society, April 30th 
I8t8, informs us that not only was Colonel Ephraim Bowen present at 
this meeting, but Thomas Coles also. Now Ephraim Bowen, the presi- 
dent, and John S. Dexter, the treasurer, were two of the members of the 
committee authorized by the resolutions of July 4th, 1832-1833, to sell 
and distribute the bank stock of the Society. Thomas Coles was the 
third. The report then having been prepared and signed by the treasurer, 
presented by the president, and adopted by Thomas Coles, all of the 
committee appear to have concurred in the fact apparent on its face that 
forty -two shares of bank stock had been sold and distributed. In other 
words, the committee authorized by the Society to sell and distribute 
sixty-six shares of bank stock, assented to and submitted a report that 
twenty-four shares remained of the sixtj'^-six shares ordered to be sold 
and distributed, and the report was accepted and placed on file. 

The Society thus appears, by its last recorded act, July 4th, 1 835, to 
have approved of the committee's work done under the resolutions to dis- 
solve. Indeed, be^^ond the inert protest of the four unsold shares, no 
dissenting voice seems ever to have been raised against the sale and 
distribution of the fund. 

The amount of the fund, its distribution, the authority of the treasurer 
to distribute it, and acquiescence in its distribution having been shown, 
the necessit}' of repairing the act is next to be considered. 

The oflScers of the American army combined themselves into one 
Society ; the Society of the Cincinnati called the General Society, in 
reference to its division into State Societies for the sake of frequent com- 
munication. It is not, therefore, a Society confederated of State Socie- 
ties, but an integral Society, with divisions within the States. The insti- 
tution, which is the organic law of the Society, directs the manner both 
of creating and disposing of its funds. They are declared to be perma- 
nent, for the use of the State Societies wherein contributed, to the extent 
only of their interest. They are dedicated to the relief of the unfor- 
tunate members of the Cincinnati and their families, when and wherever 
they suflFer. Begotten of the toil, and consecrated by the blood of the 
ancestral founders, they were declared by them, with singular solemnity, 
to be inviolate forever. Upon this trust they were deposited with the 
State Societies, and upon this trust they hold them ; stewards of funds, 
the proprietary right in which is with the Society at large. It is plain, 
therefore, that to invade them or to divert them from their appointed use 
is a breach of trust. It may not be questioned that in a court of con- 
science the decree would be prompt, that the act be redressed and the 
trust fund be reinstated. 
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Nor does it admit of doubt to what tribunal the delinquent is amenable. 
The trustee is accountable to the author of the trust for its due adminis- 
tration and management. Having provided funds and established their 
permanence, the ^' Institution," after restricting the proceedings of the 
State Societies to consistency with its provisions, finally subjects them to 
the revision and control of the General Society at its general meeting. 
These are rights which inhere in and are proper to the ^' Institution." 
The uniform practice of the Society has conformed to them. Its minutes 
disclose that at frequent general meetings a report from each State 
Society has been demanded and made of the amount of its funds, the 
number of its beneficiaries, and the sums annually distributed among 
them. This is true of the general meetings in 1829, 1872 and 1875, while 
in that of 1878 it was resolved that each State should make such a report 
at every general meeting thereafter. 

Your committee is not ignorant that it is advanced by those who claim 
to have revived the Rhode Island Society that its enforcement of a by- 
law which excludes from membership the descendant of any of those to 
whom the funds of the Society were distributed until full restitution is 
made of principal and interest, is a sufiScient expiation of the offence. 
It is answered that the ofience was not committed against the Society, 
but by it ; and, further, that if exclusion from membership is judged by 
the State Society to be due to those whose ancestors partook of the dis- 
tributed funds, it is worth considering whether it would be unjust that 
the General Society should exclude from afiOiliation the State Society 
under whose authority the distribution was made until principal and 
interest of the funds distributed be restored. 

Finally, it may be said, that the principle involved, and the restitution 
claimed, are fully aflBrmed in the recovery and restitution by the applicants 
to their permanent fund, of the four shares of Union Bank stock, and 
accumulated interest. These four went with the sixtj^-two, to make up 
the sixty -six shares of the Society in 1832, and were justly recovered 
from those who held them without authority or right. The distribution 
of the, sixty-two shares was equally without authority or right ; and as 
the restoration of the four shares and their interest to the permanent fund 
was thought necessary and right to revive the Society, it is impossible 
that the restitution of the sixty-two shares and their interest, for the same 
purpose, should be thought to be unnecessary and wrong. 

The committee are satisfied that many, if not all, of the gentlemen who 
participated in the proceedings to resuscitate the Rhode Island Society, 
are inaccessible, either they or their ancestors, to the reproach of having 
partaken in the distribution of the fund of the Society. 

JOHN COCHRANE, 

Chairman. 

List of the descendants of original members of the Cincinnati Society 
in the State of Rhode Island, who, December 12th, 1878, organized 
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themselves into a Society, claimed to be the re-institution of the original 
Society : 

Joseph F. Arnold, ! Simon Henry Green, 

Samuel C. Blodget, Dr. David King, 

Wm. Wallace Brown, ] John Wanton Lyman, 

Thomas V. Carr, William Rensiter, 



Hon. James M. Clark, 
Hon. Nathanael Greene, 



Dr. Henry B. Turner, 
James M. Yamum. 



On motion, the above reports were accepted and ordered to be entered 
on the minutes. 

Mr. Hamilton moved the adoption of the following resolution : 

Resolved^ That the Society of the Cincinnati in the State of Rhode 
Island and Providence Plantations, be received, and in due order of suc- 
cession be restored to its legitimate functions under the constitution of 
the Society, whenever, within three years, the value of sixty-two shares 
of the Union Bank of Providence, Rhode Island, at fifty-five dollars per 
share, which it possessed when it dissolved, with simple interest thereon 

at per cent., from July 4th, 1832, the date of its dissolution, to May 

22d, 1878, the date of its application to be received, be restored to its 
permanent fund. 

Resolved J further ^ That said Society is not to be considered as received, 
nor delegates therefrom to the General Society as entitled to be received, 
until the performance of the above named condition, within the time 
above named, duly certified to the satisfaction of the president-general. 

Mr. Lowndes moved to lay the resolution on the table. A vote by 
States being called for, resulted as follows : 

Ayes. — New Jersey, 5 votes ; Pennsylvania, 5 votes ; Maryland, 5 votes ; 
South Carolina, 5 votes; the assistant secretary-general, 1 vote; — ^total, 21 
votes. 

Nays Massachusetts, 5 votes ; New York, 5 votes ; the president- 
general, 1 vote; the secretary-general, 1 vote; the treasurer-general, 1 
vote ; — total, 13 votes. 

So the resolution was laid on the table. 

Mr. Lowndes ofiered the following resolution : 

Resolved^ That the Rhode Island Society be admitted to full mem- 
bership as Cincinnati, that the delegates present be entitled to all the 
privileges and powers appertaining to such office. 

A vote by States being called for, resulted as follows : 

Ayes. — New Jersey, 5 votes ; Pennsylvania, 5 votes; Maryland, 5 votes ; 
Soath Carolina, 5 votes; assistant secretary- general, 1 vote; — total 21 
votes. 

3U 
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^ay«.— Massachusetts, 5 votes ; New York, 5 votes , president-general, 
1 vote; secretary-general, 1 vote; treasurer-general, 1 vote; — ^total 13 
votes. 

The resolution was thus adopted. 

ft 

The delegates appointed bj the Rhode Island Society were : 

Hon. Nathanael Greene, 

Prof. Asa Bird Gardiner, LL.D., U.S.A., 

Dr. David King, 

Dr. Henry Edward Turner, 

Hon. William Warner Hoppin. 

And alternates : 

Hon. Daniel Wanton Lyman, 
Mr. Samuel Chase Blodget, 
Mr. Henry Thayer Drowne, 
Mr. James M. Yamum, 
Hon. Horatio Rogers. 

There being present : 

Hon. Nathanael Greene, 
Dr. Henry E. Turner, 
Prof. Asa Bird Gardiner, 
Mr. James M. Varnum, 

General Cochrane moved that that portion of his report which refers to 
the right of re-admission of State Societies in general (being based upon 
a resolution on that subject, adopted at a meeting of the Society held at 
Boston in 1872), be reaffirmed as the sense of the Society. 

Rev. Dr. Beatty moved to lay the resolution on the table, which was 
adopted, and the resolution was thus laid on the table. 

On motion, 

The Society adjourned to meet at one o'clock to-morrow. 



Thursday, April 14th. 

The Society met at the hour named in the resolution to adjourn adopted 
yesterday. 

The Rev. Dr. Lothrop, chairman of the committee on rules and 
ordinances, made the following report : 

" The committee on rules and ordinances, etc., beg leave to report 
that their appointment grew out of a resolution instructing the secretary- 
general to prepare and print for the use of the Society the rules and ordi- 
nances of the Society, with a complete list of the officers, and the officers 
and members of the several State Societies ; but before the next triennial 
of the General Society the secretary-general died, leaving the work 
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demanded by the resolation undone; whereupon a committee was 
appointed to do the work. The chairman of this committee made a brief 
report at Philadelphia in 1878, and the matter was recommitted to them. 
Since the meeting in 1878 the chairman of the committee had had some 
correspondence with the present secretary-general, and has spent recently 
two or three days at Philadelphia looking over with him the records, so 
far as the rules and ordinances passed at various times by the Society are 
concerned, and from this examination be is brought to the conclusion 
that no good would accrue, no beneficial result be reached by printing 
these rules and ordinances as they stand now in the records. 

^ 1st. Because some of these rules are impracticable, and have not been 
and never can be carried out and observed. For instance, there is a rule 
that the president-general shall be ex-officio a member of every committee 
that shall be raised ; not its chairman, but a member, with a right to 
attend its meetings, take part in debates, and vote in its results, a rule 
imposing upon the president-general a duty he could not easily discharge, 
and conferring a privilege which he could not enjoy. 

''Then among the rules or orders for the conduct of business at the 
meeting of the General Society, it is said, and the rule has never been 
repealed, that after the meeting has been opened and business has begun, 
no gentleman shall leave the room till the session is closed, a rule absurd 
in itself, and the enforcement of which would be a severe encroachment 
upon individual liberty. 

'^ There are repeated ordinances requiring State Societies to make 
annual returns of their members to the secretary-general, and also 
requiring them to adhere strictly to the original principles of the Institu- 
tion in admitting members, and there seems to have been often little or 
very limited compliance with these ordinances. 

'' There are ordinances or rules about the vote being taken by States, 
and yet no provision made as to how the State vote shall be determined, 
or whether, if only one delegate from a State Society be present, he may 
cast the whole five votes for a State, or no restraint upon his doing so. 
Then there are ordinances passed originally with a proviso that they 
should become a law if ratified by a majority of the State Societies, and 
then this ordinance is passed again, striking out the proviso, and the 
ordinance itself failing to adhere to the fundamental idea of the Institu- 
tion, that every officer should have but one representative, a descendant 
of himself, a member of the Society. 

" Then there is an ordinance that members of a Society of the Cincin- 
nati living in a State where there is no Society, may form one among 
themselves. 

'' If this means that a dozen or twenty members of different State 
Societies of the old thirteen, residing in Illinois, for instance, may form 
a Society for that State, it is doubtful whether such an ordinance ought 
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to stand upon our record, and the ordinance makes no provision for the 
way these members shall proceed to form a Society. 

" Then there is'no provision for the wa^' in which a defunct Society' may 
be revived, though there is a vote authorizing persons having a claim to 
be members, and residing in a State where the Society is dissolved or 
disbanded, to become members in some other State Society. 

*' In short, the rules and ordinances of the General Society as they now 
stand in the records, are so confused and imperfect, sometimes a manifest 
departure from the original ideas and principles of the Institution, etc., 
that it is clear no good could come from printing them as they are ; they 
need to be revised, corrected, made to harmonize, and then printed and 
made known to every State Society and every individual, that all may 
understand and adhere to the ideas and principles of the Institution. 
Upon this depends its strength, its permanence, and future usefulness. 
For this purpose, and as leading the way to their own discharge, the 
committee submit the following resolution : 

"S. K. LOTHROP, for the GommitieeJ' 

^^Besolved, That a committee be appointed, consisting of one from each 
State Society, to be chosen at the meetings of the State Societies on the 
4th of July next, the one chosen, if unable to attend, to have the right, 
with the approval of the Society, to appoint a substitute, to which shall 
be added the president-general as chairman of the committee, and that 
said committee be instructed and shall have power to revise and modify 
the old, and present any new rules and ordinances that they may think 
best, with a view to make them a consistent and harmonious whole, that 
shall produce as far as practicable a greater uniformity in the action of 
the General and of the State Societies, that the whole order may be 
henceforth conducted faithfully on the ideas and principles of the original 
Institution, and the said committee be also instructed to consider and 
report whether, upon the original ideas and principles upon which the 
Society of the Cincinnati was established, it is practicable for any State 
Society that has deliberately committed suicide and voted to dissolve, 
disband, and divide their funds, can be revived and re-established, and if 
they deem this is practicable, then to consider and report further how 
this can be done, i. e., upon what terms on the part of the General 
Society, by what action, rules, and proceedings on the part of those who 
would have a claim to become members of this defunct Society were it 
still in existence, and that this said committee be instructed to report at 
the next general meeting of the Society.'^ 

On motion, it was ordered that the report be accepted and entered on 
the journal of the Society. 

On motion, the resolutions accompanying the report were adopted. 
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The committee to report on the death of deceased members asked that 
the chairman bo authorized to prepare the memorial and transmit it to 
the secretary, to be entered in the minutes of this meeting, and that the 
secretary-general be directed to transmit copies of the same to the 
families of the deceased members. 

The following resolution, offered by the committee on the Centennial 
anniversary of the Society, was adopted : 

Besolved^ That the committee be authorized to cause to be prepared a 
commemorative medal, with appropriate design and inscription, to 
celebrate the occasion of the Centennial anniversary of the foundation of 
the Society, and that the several State Societies be requested, at their 
next annual meeting, to determine the number of medals which each 
Society shall desire for the use of its members, not in excess of the 
number of its members, the same to be supplied at the expense of the- 
said Societies. 

Colonel Sims asked unanimous consent that the rule requiring the 
election to be by ballot be suspended so far as relates to the president- 
general, and that such election be held viva voce. The rule being 
suspended by unanimous consent, he then moved that the Hon. Hamilton 
Fish be elected president-general, which motion, being seconded, was 
unanimously adopted. 

An election for the office of vice-president-general was ordered. The 
chair appointed Dr. Burgin and Major Gardiner to act as tellers. The 
tellers reported that Dr. William A. Irvine, of Pennsylvania, had received 
a majority of the votes cast, and he was therefore declared elected vice- 
president-general. 

Mr. Alexander Hamilton declined a re-election to the office of treasurer- 
general. 

An election by ballot was then held for secretary-general, treasurer- 
general, assistant secretary-general and assistant treasurer-general. 

The tellers report the following as the result of the election : 

Mr. George W. Harris, of Pennsylvania, secretary-general ; Mr. Richard 
I. Manning, of Maryland, assistant secretary-general ; Mr. John Schuyler, 
of New York, treasurer-general ; Dr. Herman Burgin, of New Jersey, 
assistant treasurer-general. 

On motion of Major Gardiner, the thanks of the Society were unani- 
mously tendered to Mr. Alexander Hamilton, for the efficient manner in 
which he had performed the duties of the office of treasurer-general, and 
the Society expressed its regret at his determination to decline a contin- 
uance in the office. 
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Mr. Cobb moved that the thanks of the Society be tendered to the South 
Carolina Society for the very generous hospitality extended by them to 
the officers and delegates of the General Society, which was unanimously 
adopted. 

The Rev. Dr. Beatty pronounced the Benediction, and then, on motion, 
the Society adjourned. 

GEORGE W. HARRIS, 

Secretary- General 

NoTB.— The report of the conimittee on deceased members, not having tieen 
received in time for publication with these minutes, will be entered in the minute 
book of the Society. 
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SOCIETY OF THE CINCINNATI. 

One Hundred and Eighth Year of the Independence of the 

United States of America. 

Princeton, New Jersey, May 14th, 1884. 



The General Society of the Cincinnati convened in stated triennial 
meeting at the University Hotel, in the city of Princeton, New Jersey, 
on Wednesday, May 14th, 1884, at 12 o'clock M., in accordance with the 
resolution of the last triennial meeting, held at Charleston, South 
Carolina, the usual notice therefor having been duly given, there being 
present: Hon. Hamilton Fish, LL. D., president-general; Mr. John 
Schuyler, treasurer-general; Dr. Herman Burgin, assistant treasurer- 
general, and a representation from the several State Societies, to wit: 
From Massachusetts, Rhode Island, New York, New Jersey, Pennsyl- 
vania, Maryland and South Carolina. 

The president-general called the general meeting to order, and 
announced, with expressions of regret, the decease of Mr. George 
Washington Harris, secretary-general, and the absence, from illness, of 
Dr. William Armstrong Irvine, vice-president general. 

Mr. Sims, of New Jersey, moved that Judge Advocate Asa Bird Gar- 
diner, LL.D., act as secretary pro tempore^ which was seconded by Mr. 
Cobb, of Massachusetts, and was unanimously adopted. 

The secretary pro tempore then read the resolution adopted at the last 
triennial meeting of the General Society, naming the date and place of 
the present meeting. 

Upon the call for the credentials of the representation from the several 
State Societies, Mr. Sims moved that the credentials be referred for ex- 
amination and report to a committee of three, to be appointed by the 
president-general, which was adopted. 

Mr. Sims, of New Jersey ; Mr. Caldwell, of Pennsylvania, and Mr. 
Lowndes, of South Carolinn, were accordingly appointed such committee. 

(248) 



244 

Tbe president-general stated that the records of the Qeneral Society, 
lately in the official custody of the late secret a ry-general, had been 
brought from Philadelphia by Mr. Richard Dale, of the Society of the 
Cincinnati in the State of Pennsylvania, and that they were now in 
charge of this general meeting. 

The committee on the credentials of delegates reported that the fol- 
lowing-named gentlemen had been dnly accredited by their respective 
State Societies, viz. : 



Massachusetts : i 

Delegates : 

Hon. Samuel Crocker Cobb, i 
Dr. Charles Dudley Ho- 

Brevet Brig. Gen. Francis 

Winthrop Palfrey, 
Mr. Winslow Warren, 
Rev. Samuel Eirkland Lo- 
throp, D-D. 



AlternaUa : 

Mr. William Perkins, 
Brevet Major Gen. Henry 
Jackson Hunt, U. S. A. 




Rhode Island. 
Delegates ; 

Hon. Natlianl Greene, M.D,, 
Judge Advocate Asa Bird 
Gardiner, LL.D., U.S.A., 
Hon. Henry Edward Tur- 
ner, M.D., 
Hon. Wra, Warner Hoppin, 
Hon. Dan. Wanton Lyman. 



Mr. James M. Varnum, 
Mr. Henry Thayer Drowne, 
Right Rev, William Stevens 

Perry, D D., LL.D., 
Hon. Horatio Rogers, 
Dr. John Sullivan. 



New York. 
Delegates : 

Hon. Hamilton Fish, LL.D., 
Brig. Geu. John Cochrane, 
Professor William Henry 

Crosby, 
Mr. John Scbnyler, C. E., 
Mr. Thomas Wm. Chrystie. 

New Jersey. 
Delegates : 

Hon. Clifford Stanley Sims, 
Mr. Francis Barber Ogden, 
Hou. John Thompson 

Nixon, LL.D., 
Hon John Fitch, 
Rev. William Henry Horn- 
blower, D.D. {deceaned 
since appointmejit). 

AUernt^ee .• 

Mr. William Bowen Buck, 
Rear Admiral Chas. Henry 

Baldwin, U.S. N., 
Hon. Jos. Griffiths Scott, 
Lieut. Col. William Elmer 

Potter, 
Hon. John Lambert Cad- 

walader, 
Adjutant-General William 

Scudder Stryker. 

Pennsylvania ; 
Delegates : 

Hon. William Wayne, 
Mr. Richard Dale, 
Mr. Grant Weidman, 
Mr. Edmund Herbert Mc- 

CuUough, 
Mr. Francis Marinus Cald- 
well. 
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Maryland : 

Delegates : 

Mr.Wm. Smith Williams, 
Dr. Wm. Bienry DeCourcy, 
Mr. Richard Meredith Mc- 

Sherry, 
Hod. Robert Milligan Mc- 

Lane, 
Mr.Wm Benning Webb. 



South Carolina. 
Delegates : 

Hon. Wilmot G. DeSaus- 

8ure, 
Hon. James Simons, 
Mr. Thomas Pinckney 

Lowndes, 
Mr. Felix Warley, 
Mr. Louis D. DeSaussure. 



Upon calling the roll, the following representation responded to their 
names : — 



Massachusetts : 



Hon. Samuel Crocker Cobb, 
Mr. Winslow Warren. 



Rhode Island : 



Hon. Natbanael Greene, 

M.D., 
Judge Advocate Asa Bird 

Gardiner, LL.D., 
Hon. Henry E.Turner, M.D., 
Hon. Wm. Warner Hoppin, 
Hon. Daniel Wanton Ly- 
man. 



New York : 



Hon. Hamilton Fish, LL D , 
Gen. John Cochrane, 
Prof. William H. Crosby, 
Mr. John Schuyler, 
Mr. Thomas W. Chrystie. 



New Jersey : 

Hon. Clifford Stanley 

Sims, 
Mr. Francis Barber Og- 

den, 
^on. John Fitch, 
Mr. Wm. Bowen Buck. 

Pennsylvania : 

Hon. William Wayne, 
Mr. Richard Dale, 
Mr Grant Weidman, 
Mr. Francis M. Caldwell. 

Maryland : 

Mr. Wm. Benning Webb. 

South Carolina : 

Hon. Wilmot G. DeSaus- 
sure, 

Mr. Thomas Pinckney 
Lowndes, 

Mr. Felix Warley. 



A quorum being present, the minutes of the proceedings of the last 
triennial meeting of April 13th and 14th, 1881, were then read, and, on 
motion of Professor Crosby, approved. 

The principles of the Institution of the Cincinnati were read by the 
secretary pro tempore. 

The treasurer-general presented and read his account for the last three 
years, and submitted the vouchers. 

The account is as follows : 
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Supplementary Account of Alexander Hamilton, late Treasurer- 

General. 

1881. Dr. 

Balance in cash, according to account audited in 

Charleston, April 13, 1881, |181 87 

April 20. Received assessments, $20 each, from New York, 

Massachusetts, South Carolina, and Maryland, . . 80 00 

^' 28. Received assessment, Pennsylvania, 20 00 

^^ 29. Received assessments. New Jersey and Rhode Island, 40 00 
June 2. Deposited interest XT. S. bonds, 57 37 

$379 24 

1881. Cr. "^""^^^ 

April — . Paid G. W. Harris, secretar^'-general, bill of printing, 

expenses as oflBcer, Toucher No. 1 , $92 73 

May 17. Paid bill, printing, "Boston Daily Advertiser," 

Voucher No. 2 3 00 

" 17. Paid Charles C. Fulton, advertising. Voucher No. 3, . 2 00 

" 17. Paid "Providence Journal," advertising. Voucher 

No. 4, 2 10 

June 13. Paid G. W. Harris, secretary-general, bill advertising, 

printing minutes. Voucher No. 5, 124 31 

" 23.' Balance in cash paid over to John Schuyler, treasurer- 

generaly 155 10 

$379 24 

New York, June 23d, 1881. 

Received from Alexander Hamilton, late treasurer-general, one hundred 
and fifty-five -f^ dollars in cash, balance as above, together with five 
thousand one hundred dollars. United States 4^ per cent, bonds at par, 
said bonds being transferred to the names of "John Schuyler, treasurer- 
general, and Herman Burgin, assistant treasurer-general, trustees, or the 

survivor," 

JOHN SCHUYLER, 

Treasurer- Oen eraL 

Account of General Society of the Cincinnati^ with John Schuyler, 

• Treasurer- General. 

1881. Dr. 

June 23. Balance in Bank of New York, turned over from last 

treasurer-general, $155 10 

1884. 

May 14. Interest from U. S. bonds, 631 00 

Total, ^6~10 
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Cr. 

1884. 

May 14. No checks drawn against the bank account since 23d 
June, 1881. 
Balance on hand carried to next account, $786 10 

Total, $786 10 

Princeton, N. J., May 14th, 1884. 

Permanent Fund: 

United States 4^ per cent, bonds, $5,000 00 

United States 4} per cent, bonds, registered, 100 00 

Total, $5,100 00 

JOHN SCHUYLER, 

Treasurer- General. 

On motion of Mr. Fitch the account was accepted, and ordered to be 
entered in the minutes. 

On motion of Mr. Lyman a committee of two was appointed by the 
president-general to examine and audit the same. The committee con- 
sisted of Mr. Warren, of Massachusetts, and Mr. Dale, of Pennsylvania. 

Mr. Cobb, president of the Society of the Cincinnati in the State of 
Massachusetts, extended an invitation to the General Society, on behalf 
of that State Society, to hold its next triennial meeting in Boston, and 
moved that the next triennial meeting be held there. 

Dr. Turner, on behalf of the Society of the Cincinnati in the State of 
Rhode Island, extended an invitation for the next triennial meeting to be 
held in Newport. 

After discussion, the motion of Mr. Cobb was adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Weidman it was decided to hold the next triennial 
meeting on the fourth Wednesday in May, 1887. 

Mr. Sims, president of the Society of the Cincinnati in the State of 
New Jersey, then extended an invitation to the General Society to dine 
to-morrow, the 15th instant, with that State Society, and announced that 
luncheon would be provided each day for the General Meeting Also that 
arrangements had been made for through trains on the main line of the 
Pennsylvania Railroad to stop at Princeton Junction for the convenience 
of members. 

On motion of Judge Advocate Gardiner, the invitation of the Society 
of the Cincinnati in the State of New Jersey was unanimously accepted, 
with thanks. 

The president-general invited attention to the resolution adopted April 
14th, 1881, for a committee on rules and ordinances to be appointed by 
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the several State Societies, and explained why he had not called a meeting 
of the committee thus appointed. 

Mr. DeSaussure moved that the reasons given by the president-general 
in the premises, for his decision thereunder, be accepted and confirmed, 
and that the committee be continued under the former resolve to the next 
triennial meeting, which was adopted. 

General Cochrane referred to the resolution adopted April 13th, 1881 , to 
print the minutes of the proceedings of the General Society, from its 
organization to the present time, and stated that no action had yet been 
taken thereon. 

Mr. Fitch moved that the minutes of the proceedings of the General 
Society, from its organization to the present time, be printed in book 
form for the use of the members of the order, under the direction of the 
secretary-general, at an expense not to exceed $500. 

Mr. Sims offered the following substitute, which was accepted by Mr. 
Fitch, and adopted : 

" Jiesolvedj That the proceedings of the General Society be prepared 
by the secretary-general, and that he cause the same to be printed, the 
amount paid therefor to be subject to the approval of the president- 
general." 

The committee appointed to examine the treasurer-general's accounts 
and vouchers, reported that they had examined them and found them to 
be correct. 

On motion of Mr. Cobb, the report was accepted and, with the 
accompanying accounts, ordered on file. 

The Rev. Dr. Samuel K. Lothrop, of Massachusetts, and Adjutant 
General William S. Stryker, of New Jersey, appeared and took their 
seats in the representation of their respective State Societies. 

Mr. Ogden moved the adoption of the following resolution : 

*' Resolved^ That the books of the proceedings of the General Society, 
when published, shall be sold at cost to the members of the Society who 
may desire copies." 

Mr. Webb suggested as an amendment, which was accepted by Mr. 
Ogden, that due notice be given to each State Society of the books being 
ready for distribution, and the cost thereof. 

Dr. Turner suggested as a further amendment, which was accepted by 
Mr. Ogden, that one cop}'^ be furnished to each State Society. 

After considerable discussion, Mr. DeSaussure moved as an amendment 
to strike out from Mr. Ogden's resolution all after the word ^^^^soZuerf," 
and insert : " That, when printed, the proceedings be distributed among 
the State Societies in the ratio of the number of their members." 

A vote by States being called for, resulted as follows : 

Ayes, — Massachusetts, 5 votes; Rhode Island,.*) votes; Xow York, 5 
votes ; New Jersey, 5 votes ; Pennsylvania, 5 votes ; Maryland, 5 votes ; 
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South Carolina, 5 votes; the president-general, 1 vote; the treasurer 
general, 1 vote. 

Nays. — None. 

So the amendment was adopted. 

The resolution as thus amended was then adopted. 

Mr. Cobb moved that an assessment of twenty dollars be made upon 
each State Society to defray the expenses of this general meeting, which 
was adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Sims a recess for one hour was taken, until 2.30 
o'clock, p. M. 

On reassembling at the hour named, all being present as before, the 
president-general submitted and read the resolutions, respectively, of the 
Society of the Cincinnati in the State of South Carolina, passed February 
22d, 1884, and the resolutions of the standing committee of the Society of 
the Cincinnati in the State of Pennsylvania, passed January 23d, 1884, on 
the decease of the late Secretary-General Harris, which were ordered on 
file. 

Mr. DeSaussure submitted the following resolution, which was unani- 
mously adopted : 

" Resolved^ That the General Society have heard with deep regret of 
the illness and consequent inability of our vice-president-general to be 
present, and that this resolve be communicated to him " 

Mr. Sims announced the decease of the Hon. Lucius Q. C. Elmer, LL.D., 
late president of the Society of the Cincinnati in the State of New Jersey, 
and of the Rev. Charles Clinton Beatty, D.D., LL.D., late vice-president 
of the same, and of the Rev. William Henry Hornblower, D.D., a delegate 
from the same to this general meeting. 

Judge Advocate Gardiner announced the decease of Dr. David King, 
assistant treasurer of the Society of the Cincinnati in the State of Rhode 
Island. 

Mr. Sims moved that a committee of three be appointed by the presi- 
dent-general to prepare resolutions in memory of the deceased members 
whose names have been mentioned, which was adopted. 

The president-general designated Messrs. DeSaussure, Sims and Dale 
as such committee. 

Mr. Sims moved that the resolution of the General Society, adopted 
May 6th, 1829, to wit: "That the members residing in any State not 
having a State Societj'' of the Cincinnati, may form themselves into such 
State Society," be rescinded. 

Prof. Crosby moved as an amendment, that the language of the original 
resolve of 1829 be limited so as to make it appl}' only to the original 
thirteen States, which amendment was accepted by Mr. Sims, who 
thereupon withdrew his motion and submitted it in the following form : 



250 

" Resolved^ That the words ' any State ' in the resolution of the General 
Society adopted on May 5th, 1829, shall only be construed to include any 
of the thirteen original States." 

General Cochrane offered an amendment striking out all after the word 
"resolved," and inserting in lieu thereof the words: "That the resolution 
of the General Society of May 5th, 1829, relative to the formation of 
State Societies be, and hereby is, rescinded." 

After considerable discussion, a vote by States being called for, resulted 
as follows : 

Ayes — Massachusetts, 5; New York, 5; Pennsylvania, 5; the president- 
general, 1; the treasurer-general, 1. Total, 17. 

Nay» — Rhode Island, 5; New Jersey, 5; Maryland, 5; South Carolina, 
5; the assistant treasurer-general, 1. Total, 21. 

So the amendment was not adopted. 

General Cochrane then moved that the subject of Mr. Sims^s resolution 
be referred to a committee of three for investigation and report. 

A vote by States being called for, resulted as follows : 

Ayes — Massachusetts, 5; New York, 5; Pennsylvania, 5 ; the president- 
general, 1; the treasurer-general, 1; the assistant treasurer-general, 1. 
Total, 18. 

Nays — Rhode Island, 5; New Jersey, 5; Maryland, 5; South Carolina, 
5. Total, 20. 

So the motion to refer was not adopted. 

A vote by States being then called for on Mr. Sims's resolution, resulted 
as follows (the president-general being excused from voting at his 
request) : 

Ayes — Rhode Island, 5; New Jersey, 5; Pennsylvania, 5 ; Maryland, 
5 ; South Carolina, 5 ; the assistant treasurer-general, 1. Total, 26. 

Nays — Massachusetts, 5; New York, 5; the treasurer-general, 1. 
Total, 11. 

So the resolution was adopted. 

Mr. Fitch stated that the Rev. James McCosh, S.T.D., LL.D., president 
of the College of New Jersey, extended an invitation to the General Soci- 
ety to visit and inspect the college buildings, and would be happy to show 
them in person, at the conclusion of the General Society's session for the 
day. 

On motion of Mr. Cobb, the invitation was accepted with thanks. 

On motion of Mr. Fitch, the meeting then adjourned until eleven 
o'clock, A. M., to-morrow. 
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May 15 th. 

The Oeneral Society met according to adjournment, at eleven a. m., the 
president-general in the chair. 

Present : 

Dr. Herman Burgin, assistant treasurer-general. 

Massachusetts : • New Jersey : 

Rev. Samuel Eirkland Lo- : Hon. Clifford Stanley Sims, 



throp, D.D., 
Mr. Winslow Warren. 



Rhode Island : 

Hon. Nathanael Greene, M.D., 
Judge Advocate Asa Bird 

Gardiner, LL.D., 
Hon. Henry E. Turner, M.D., 
Hon. William W. Hoppin, 
Hon. Daniel Wanton Lyman. 



New York ; 

Hon. Hamilton Fish, LL.D., 
General John Cochrane, 
Prof. William H. Crosby, 
Mr. John Schuyler, 
Mr. Thomas W. Chrystie. 



Mr. Francis Barber Ogden, 
Hon. John Fitch, 
Mr. William Bowen Buck, 
Adjutant-General William 
Scudder Stryker. 
Pennsylvania : 

Hon. William Wayne, 
Mr. Richard Dale, 
Mr. Grant Weidman, 
Mr. Francis M. Caldwell. 
Maryland : 

Mr Richard Mer^ith Mc- 

Sherrj', 
Mr. William Benning Webb. 
South Carolina : 

Hon. Wilmot G. DeSaus- 

sure, 
Mr. Thomas Pinckney 
Lowndes. 



Mr. Henry Thayer Drowne, an alternate from Rhode Island, also 
attended, and was accorded the privileges of the door. 

The rough minutes of the previous day's session were read and approved. 

Mr. Schuyler submitted and read the resolves of the standing committee 
of the Society of the Cincinnati in the State of New York, upon the 
decease of the late secretary-general, George W. Harris, which were 
ordered on tile. 

Dr. Greene moved a reconsideration of yesterday's vote, by which it 
was decided to hold the next triennial meeting in Boston. 

The motion was adopted, and he then, as president of the Society of the 
Cincinnati, in the State of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations, 
renewed the invitation for the General Society to hold its next triennial 
in Newport, Rhode Island, and moved, as an amendment to the resolu- 
tion of yesterday, that the General Society hold such meeting in New- 
port instead of in Boston. 

Mr. Warren, on behalf of the Society of the Cincinnati, in the State of 
Massachusetts, said this motion met their concurrence. 



Mr. If tShiirry 'Vi Vaaif -if "n#^ 5^ •••!•?'— if ".le ^'aisiimai Ji iib ^ 

sext tr>nniai In B^cnuin!! 

Thtfi attumriin«nc '▼lii ".iii^ nL-^jr^^ ami 'me ^^ce '^frin-z 'jusbi m. ^oe 

3€r, Flv.a mor^i * r»cnfi*'!Knr.«-a if '.le aninon 'ay TfTiira in 
•ii*<i^<it*fi V- If ill tiii* aert •.^♦*nn;a*. :a '-i»* 'Vrir^j. '^'--ines.iiij _a Mat. I*i*T- 

Mr. F;:»ta '^i^i mo-^-'i ihar '^i* -h^i^zmi W^:nes«Lij la. Jine. I*"*?, be 
th/ft acc^^inVfi riiaut, !aj»«aii :f "ui** j-ona ^t* :jt»*ia7 ji Mat 

Mr, F:V:ii iwcect^l thi* aai»t?i' :ai»-!i': wi » d iri* ':i»*n aj^cc***!. sad ^ut 
orlzin^l Bw^coa a;2» axiu^nii*ri iraa* tii**rs"i7«:ii at!C«**i ic«:iu aa»i ihe irst 

W"?<1r>^^1ay in 4ia*», H^T. 43«i*i i;:»:ii ?.r ii»t a»ix^ ":r:»:!ia::il. 3iiitjCL!i;r. 

Mr. ?jiaw». from ^ae lommiTT^ii* zn Jiiroarv a«,r::e*. •:*i^*a ^drm^tsed the 

•* Thit cor..ml*r>*^ 'o w.iom wjw r-^f'^rr^i ine anii«.ciai!«!n*iat of :a«* deaths 

•* Mr. G<^/rze Wi>r. rzroo HArr.*, '»€cri*tArj-£rrc«*ral. and pr^«i^nt of 
ttjt ?fr^d^*:y of *he C'r-'^tr.-Aui :r. t^k .S^rre of r^r-^j'v Hr-'-v -liei in Phf*- 
^#:Ipr.:a, ^T*r. NoT^mVrr, Ir^-i. af:»*r a brirf Lll-es^*. EI<*c-ei as the ime^t- 
jnflf at Tr«inton in I '•r*? to *hi^ cCoe of a.->'-taji: «*»cr^uAry-g^ceraI, be 
^^^;c^^l#:rl to tr.at of *f:^:r^^rj'^ftiLKT2l in 1^*75, an* i •.•«?r.t -"^ therwn 
n' */il his f\tAt\*» YAfi^iUA pf*rsMf:r,t of thr S'o:rr:v of rhe Ci::c!3.naCi in the 
StaU? of Pennsylvania in 1*»74, he r«cmAin*«i i:: rlia: f-o^iri n antil his 
de/r^^an*:, Th*r warm in*ere^t wbirh he eviiio^ii in the alTnirs of the 
.'•Ofri^'ty, and his amiab'.Iitj earned for him thtr etjnn iecce and regard of 
hi-, fellow-members. 



'^The Hon. Liicio.s Qointius Cinr-rnnata* EHmer. LT^D-, was bom in 
I7C«3, and sncceeded to the memb^r-i:ip of hi* Cati:trr, the Hon. Ebenexer 
Klrner, in 1845. He was long a jn--:ice of the Supreme Court, and also 
filled the office of attorney-general of the State, ar.d serA'ed in Congress 
fr^/rn 1843 to 1845. He wa^ president of the Society of the Cincinnati 
in the State of New Jersey from 1S71 to his death, Uth March, 1SS3- 
tn the civil relation.^ of life his dignity of manner and parity of character 
gave to him an enviable position a< a citizen — his interest and zeal in the 
order of the Cincinnati wa.s nhown by the active par: he took in the many 
triennial meetings he attended as a delegate. 

" The Rev. Charles Clinton Beatty, D.D., LL.D., who died 30th Octo- 
ber, 1882, in his eighty-first year, was admitted to membership in 1823. 
anri was vice-president of the Society of the Cincinnati in the State of 
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New Jersey from 1871 to his death. He was also one of the chaplains 
of the General Society. This venerable clergyman attended the triennial 
meetings for many years, the last occasion being the meeting at Charles- 
ton in 1881 ; for several years previous to that date he was nearly blind. 
For nearly sixty years a member of the Society, his interest never lagged, 
and annually he took the long journey from Ohio to New Jersey to attend 
the annual meetings there. 

" The Rev. William Henry Horablower, D.D., a son of a former chief 
justice of New Jersey, and great grandson of Dr. William Burnet, the 
chief physician and surgeon, general hospital. Continental army, was 
admitted to the Society of the Cincinnati in the State of New Jersey in 
1810, and died 16th J ul}^ 1883, aged sixty-three years, being chaplain. 
A delegate to the General Society, he attended the triennial meeting at 
Charleston in 1881 ; re-elected as delegate, he died a few days after such 
re-election. 

** The Hon. David King, M. D., assistant treasurer of ihe Society of the 
Cincinnati, in the State of Rhode Island, was born in Newport, Rhode 
Island, on the 12th May, 1812, and died there on the 7th March, 1882. 

" He was sixth in descent from Philip King, who lived in Raynham, 
Massachusetts, in 1680, and was grand nephew of Captain Zebulon King, 
an original member, and nephew of the late Charles Bird King, an 
hereditary member in the Rhode Island State Society, whom he succeeded 
on the 12th December, 1877. 

'^ Dr. King pursued his early studies at the Academy in Kingston, R. I., 
and graduated at Brown University as Salutatorian of his class in 1«31. 
In 1834 he graduated at Jefferson Medical College as a doctor in medi- 
cine, and immediately began a successful practice of his profession in his 
native town, and subsequently gained three of the Fisk prizes for essays 
on medical subjects, which were published respectively in 1836, 1837 and 
1839. He was successively vice-president and president of the Rhode 
Island State Medical Society, and for many years one of its censors. He 
was also one of the founders of the American Medical Association, and 
president for ten years of the Redwood liibrary and Athenaeum, and 
president from its organization in 1853 of the Newport Historical Society. 
Daring his career he delivered a number of addresses and lectures to 
learned bodies on medical and historical subjects, many of which have 
been published. His library was one of the largest and best collections 
of any private individual in New England. 

"In 1877 he became president of the Rhode Island State Board of 
Health, and held that responsible office at the time of his decease. In 
1878 he attended the triennial meeting of the General Society at Phila- 
delphia as a delegate from Rhode Island, and was one of the most earnest 
supporters of the Order." 

The committee submit the following for adoption : 
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^ Resolved^ That in the deaths of the venerable members above named, 
the Society of the Cincinnati has lost associates valuable by reason of 
their character in the communities in which they severally lived, and 
from the interest which they manifested in the Order. 

" Besolved^ That copies of the foregoing minutes be transmitted to the 
State Societies of Rhode Island, New Jersey and Pennsylvania. 

" W. G. DeSaussurs, Chairman. 
" Clifford Stanley Sims, 
'^ Richard Dale. 
"15th May, 1884." 

The report was thereupon accepted and the resolutions, as submitted, 
unanimously adopted. 

Dr. Turner moved that the thanks of the General Society be given to 
Mr. Richard Dale, of the Society of the Cincinnati in the State of Penn- 
sylvania, for having taken care of the archives of the General Society, 
after the decease of the late secretary-general, and for bringing them to 
this meeting, which was adopted. 

Mr. Ogden moved that the Reverend Samuel Moore Shute, D.D., an 
hereditary' member in the Society of the Cincinnati in the State of New 
Jersey, and now professor in Columbian College, Washington, D. C, be 
appointed to act as a chaplain to the General Society, which motion was 
adopted. 

Mr. Ogden then offered the following resolutions: 

'* Whereas, it is the province of the General Society, as laid down in 
the Institution, to ^consider the particular laws of the respective State 
Societies,' and ^ to concert all measures which may conduce to the general 
intendment,' it has been considered well in times past to lay down such 
general principles as may guide the several State Societies in their action 
without infringing on that liberty which is guaranteed them under the 
Institution. 

"And, whereas, the questions relating to succession and membership 
being of first importance, and the point on which the rules and regula- 
tions of the several State Societies have most widely varied, it has been 
the effort of the General Society for many years to harmonize the views 
and practical construction prevailing among the different State Societies. 

^^And, whereas, the resolutions adopted at Baltimore in 1854 were, as 
is stated in the preamble of the resolution confirmatory of them, adopted 
at Trenton in 1 856, " the result of careful deliberation and successive 
action continued through a number of years," and have been practically 
accepted, if not formally adopted, by all the State Societies. 

*'And, whereas, the thirty years which have passed away since their 
adoption, have brought in a new generation of members zealous and 
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anxious to take advantage of the interest in the Society which the Cen- 
tennial period just passed through has given rise to, it seems eminently 
proper, and a fitting time for the General Society to reaffirm those prin- 
ciples in the following resolutions : 

^^ Resolved by the General Society of the Cincinnati in triennial meeting 
assembled : That each State Society has full authority to regulate the 
admission of members, both as to the qualifications of membership and 
the terms of admission ; provided^ that admission is confined to the male 
descendants of original members, or of such ofl9cers of the army and navy 
of the Revolution as may have been entitled to admission but who failed 
to avail themselves thereof within the time limited by the institution, or of 
such officers as may have resigned with honor or left the service with 
reputation. 

^' In failure of lineal male representatives, the State Societies may select 
from the collateral relatives of the above named classes, or those of any 
officer who died in service without leaving issue. It being understood 
that where there is more than one representative of a common propositus, 
the line of the eldest male posterity shall be suitably designated, not as 
excelling in dignity, but as primus inter pares, 

^^Besolvedy That the succession to membership shall be construed by the 
rules of inheritance at common law, the officer from whose services the 
membership is derived, being deemed as the propositus in all cases; 
provided^ that if the person upon whom devolves the succession, be found 
ineligible for any cause, or declines or omits to make application within 
a reasonable time, the State Societies have at their option the right to 
determine which, if any, of the other representatives of the officer shall 
succeed to the membership ; provided also, that when eligibility to mem- 
bership in succession devolves upon a minor, it shall remain in abeyance 
until such disability ceases." 

Mr. DeSaussure moved that these resolutions be referred to the 
committee of the General Society on rules and ordinances, which motion 
was adopted. 

Judge Advocate Gardiner offered the following resolution, which was 
adopted : 

" Resolved^ That it is the opinion of the General Society that when an 
application for relief from any member or his family, or from the 
descendant of any original member, is found to be necessary, such 
application should be made to the State Society wherein was deposited 
the contribution of the propositus of such applicant to the permanent 
fund." 

Mr. McSherry then offered the following resolution, which was adopted : 

Resolved^ That the General Society conceives the true construction of 
the Institution to be that where a descendant of an original member, or 
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person otherwise entitled to membership, shall apply for membership, and 
be otherwise eligible, he should not be deemed to be ineligible by reason 
of not being a citizen of the United States. 

Mr. Schu^'ler submitted the following resolution, which was adopted: 

Resolved^ That the treasurer-general be authorized to hire a box in the 
safety vault of the Bank of New York in which to keep the securities of 
the General Society, at a cost not to exceed twenty dollars per annum. 

Judge Advocate Gardiner offered the following resolution, which was 
adopted : 

" Resolved^ That the subject of transfers of members from one State 
Society to another be referred to the committee on rules and ordinances, 
with instructions to consider the question and formulate resolves covering 
the subject and the intent of the Institution." 

Mr. Schuyler offered the following resolution, which he asked might 
be submitted to the committee on rules and ordinances for consideration 
and report, which reference was so ordered : 

Whereas, The question having arisen whether in the case of the death 
of an hereditary member have no male issue except a grandson, the issue 
of a daughter, such grandson shall be preferred to the male collateral ; 
the Society conceives the true construction of the Institution to be, that 
the male collateral in the direct male line of descent from the propositus, 
the original member, shall be preferred. 
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The reports as to the amount of funds and number of beneficiaries in 
each State Society being called for, were submitted as follows : 

Massachtisetts. — Amount of fund, $55,516.25. Amount annually paid 
to beneficiaries, $2,695. Number of beneficiaries, 28. 

Rhode Island. -Amount of fund, $2,763.49. No beneficiaries. 



257 

N*iw York. — Amount of fund, $21,000. Amount annually paid to 
beneficiaries, $240. Number of beneficiaries, 4. 

New Jersey.— Xmonnt of fund, $16,388.85. Amount annually paid to 
beneficiaries, $225. Number of beneficiaries, 9. 

Pennsylvania. — Amount of fund, $34,250. Amount annually paid to 
beneficiaries, $755. Number of beneficiaries, 10. 

Maryland. — Amount of fund, $5,660. Amount annually paid to 
beneficiaries, $142.50. Number of beneficiaries, 5. 

SoiUh Carolina. — Amount of fund, $5,500. No beneficiaries. 

Mr. Caldwell offered the following resolution : 

Resolved^ That where an application for membership in any of the 
State Societies is made, due notice shall be served on the secretary-general 
and on the secretaries of the several State Societies, of the acceptance or 
declination of such application, and, when declined, the reason of the 
action of the Society in not favorably considering the application shall 
also be stated. 

After discussion, the resolution, on motion of Mr. Warren, was laid on 
the table. 

A recess of one hour was then taken until 2.30 o'clock, P. m. 

On reassembling at the hour named, all being present as before, Mr. 
James M. Yamum, an alternate from Rhode Island, attended and was 
accorded the privileges of the fioor. 

Mr. Sims asked unanimous consent that the rule requiring the election 
of general officers to be by ballot, be suspended, so far as it relates to the 
offices respectively of president- general and vice-president general, and 
that such elections be held viva voce. 

The rule having thereupon been suspended by unanimous consent, Mr. 
DeSaussure moved that the Hon. Hamilton Fish, L.L.D., of New York, 
be re-elected president-general, and, having put the vote, declared the 
motion unanimously adopted. 

Mr. DeSaussure then moved that Dr. William Armstrong Irvine, of 
Pennsylvania, be re-elected vice-president-general, which motion was 
unanimously adopted. 

Mr. Sims then nominated Mr. Richard Irvine Manning, of Maryland, 
assistant secretary-general, for the office of secretary -general, vice George 
Washington Harris, deceased. 

Mr. DeSaussure stated that Mr. Manning desired respectfully but 
positively to decline the nomination, and his name was accordingly 
withdrawn. 

Mr. McSherry thereupon nominated Judge Advocate Asa Bird Gardiner, 
LL.D., of Rhode Island, for the office of secretary-general. 
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Mr. Sims asked ananimous consent that the rule reqairing the election 
to be by ballot be suspended so far as it relates to the office of secretary- 
general, and that such election be held mva voce. 

The rule having thereupon been suspended by unanimous consent, 
Judge Advocate Gardiner was unanimouslj' elected secretary-general. 

Mr. Ogden nominated Mr. Richard Irvine Manning, of Maryland, for 
re election as assistant secretary-general. 

Mr. Sims asked unanimous consent that the rule requiring the election 
to be by ballot be suspended so far as it relates to the office of assistant 
secretary-general, and that such election be held viva voce. 

The rule having thereupon been suspended by unanimous consent, Mr. 
Manning was unanimously re-elected assistant secretary-general 

Mr. Webb nominated Mr. John Schuyler, of New York, for re-election 
as treasurer-general. 

Mr. Sims asked unanimous consent that tht^ rule requiring the election 
to be by ballot be suspended so far as it relates to the office of treasurer- 
general, and that such election be held viva voce. 

The rule having thereupon been suspended by unanimous consent, Mr. 
Schuyler was unanimously re-elected treasurer-general. 

Dr. Turner nominated Dr. Herman Burgin, of New Jersey, for re-election 
as assistant treasurer-general. 

Mr. Lyman asked unanimous consent that the rule requiring the 
election to be by ballot, be suspended so far as it relates to the office of 
assistant treasurer-general, and that such election be held viva voce. 

The rule having thereupon been suspended by unanimous consent. Dr. 
Burgin was unanimously re-elected assistant treasurer-general. 

On motion of Prof. Crosby, the thanks of the General Society were 
unanimously tendered to the Society of the Cincinnati in the State of 
New Jersey, for the very generous hospitality extended to the General 
Society during the present triennial meeting. 

Mr. Chrystie moved that the thanks of the General Society be given to 
President James McCosh, S.T.D., LL.D., Professor Charles Augustus 
Young, Ph.D., LL.D., of the Astronomical Observatory, and Mr. 
William Libbey, Jr., Sc.D., Adjunct Professor in Natural Sciences, in the 
College of New Jersey, for their polite attentions yesterday to the officers 
and delegates. 

The rough minutes of the days* session were then read by the secretary- 
general and approved, whereupon, on motion of Prof. Crosby, the general 
meeting then adjourned sine die. 

s;^' ASA BIRD GARDINER, 

Secretary- General, 
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